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VITOSHA PROPLR'S PARK
u Park Vitosha /Vitoshe Architect Delcho Sugarev,
eople's s 1956, 8ofia, Engineer Metodd Milkov,
Pages T-~145 and Kiril Popov

VITOSHA HISTORICAL-GEOGRAPHIC SURVEY

The Vitosha Mountains rise like a huge haystack south of
8ofis and are indivieibly linked with the city. Their mighty pro-
file provides the background for the largest Scofis thoroughfares
(Ruski, Stalin, and Tolbukhin Boulevards) -- brilliently white in
vinter and lilac and blue in hue during the summer. The mounteins
helt unfavorable southern snd southwestern winds, freshen the air,
and clear Sofim's et!.uoaphefe of smoke and dust., Thelr meadows,
dales, moraines, plateaus, and forests offer Sofia and Dimitrovo

hikere ideal opportunities for relexation and rest.

Vitosha in the Past

When the Macedonien king Philip IT clinbed Vitoshe 2,100
years ago it took him 3 days to hack h1.§ way through the dense,
impenetrable forests, and he was still unable to reach Vitosha's
highest peak -« Cherni Vrukh Peak. Until Bulgaria fell to the ‘ “;
Turks, Vitosha was entirely covered with century-old forests. Vioe
lent, brimming rivers raced down the mountain sides in those times
and sbundantly watered the Sofia plain., The Vitosha foreats nie
mentioned by the femous Turkish traveler Eviiya Chelebi, who trae
veled in Bulgarian lands in the seventeenth century. "There is,
at Baii-nfendi village," (teday's Kuyaghevo -- editor's note) he
vrote, "e thick osk forest which no arrow can plerce and no bullet
can penetrate.” Now only a few old oaks remain of this forest.
They rise isolated among the pine trees in the forest abvove Knys=
zhevo, They sre estinmated to be over 500 years old,
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The destruction of the ancient Vitosha forests began in the
seventesnth century and continued through the eighteenth and ninee
teenth centuries, and kept pace with the development of the ore ine
dustry, which absorbed much chercoal. This is witnessed by place
nanes atill preserved in Vitosha, such as those borne by Rudarsia
(Ore) Hamlet, the Rudershtitsa River, and the Rudartei site,

Surveys of old Bulgarien geogrephical sourcea indicate that
one of the firet nemes given Vitosha ves "Skopar,* from the Latin
Scopius. Today this name iz born by part of the southern slope of
the mountain «- Skoparnik, This 0ld neme means sharpnese, or steep

mountain.

The name Vitosha is found later, during the Middle Ages »
first as a name of a section; later it became general for all the
mounteins, This name is of Thraclen or Slavic origin and hes been
generelly adopted. It meens 2-peaked (double headed) mountein;
that is the {mpression the mountains give when the highest peaks =

Cherni and Reshyovete ~-- are viewed from afer.

Geographic Milteu, Structure and Bhape

Vitosha is surrounded on all sides by high plains., To the

north stretches the Sofia plain, 550 m altitude, to the west we

the Dimdtrove plain, 750 m altitude, and to the south == the Ssmokov
plain, with an altitude of about 1,000 m. To the east the Iskur
River separstes Vitosha from Lozensks Mountain -- the last western
fold of the Sredna Gors Mountains. The Viadeya pass separates the
Vitosha and Lyulin mountains. Lyulin ie the link between Vitosha
and the Kraishteto lsbyrinth. Southeast of Vitosha stretches the
Plana Mountain, & continuation of Vitosha, Its highest peak is the
Manastirishte (1,338.2 m),
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. Acoording to professor Ishirkov's estinaten the Visoshs Noune
' uinmuaeruqkmsmlylélaqhndthinmincludadinthn
territory of the park. Vitosha 18 about 20 im long and about 15 knm
vide. It belonge to the high mownteln class (average altitude
1,382 m), and 48 characterized by great absolute height at its base
and & lack of deeply entrenched valleys,

Compared to the mountaine of the Rila-Rhodope group, Vitosha
" 18 & very young mountain fox!mi‘oion. The main mass vas formed by
the solidification of magma which came from the inside of the earth
and which determined the voleenic nature of the Vitosha Mountains,

After the lifting of Vitoshe, water and agr began to act upon
it. Simulteneously, the influence of interior forces - tha earthe
quakes -= continued, causing the erumbling of rock even at grest
distances, The varm "Ovcha Kupel” spring appesred in 1853 after
one of these earthquakes, |

Bulgarien and foreign scientists have long studdied Vitosha's
rock structuve, but much still remaine unknown. The larger part of
the Vitosha's rock structure is of eruptive origin, and consists of
syenite, gabbro, granite, andesite, and prophyry, which have formed
on the surface. lLater, during the Tertiary Bra, cracks sppeared
around Vitosha as a result of the lifting of the Stara Planina
Mountains, The burning lsva which floved from these cracks cavered
the foothills of the mountains, which in twrn were beginning to
"grow" in helght due to the sinking of the surrounding plains,

The mountains as ve see them today are the resuwlt of thouw
sands of years of the subsequen v wifocts of external forces -- mainly
srosion. However the hardness of the core prevented deep entrenche
ment in the body of the mounteins except in the lower parts, where
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the valleys of the Boyansks, Dregaleveks, Yanchoveka, Stera Reks,
Struma, Matnitsa, and Viedaysks rivers now are.

The nucleus of the geological structure of the Vitosha Moun~
tains cousists of ayonitoé and andesites which predominate in the
foothille.

Due to0 the varlety of its rock, the Vitoshe is rich in uin-
ersls. Gold deposits are found, principally in the old geological
formetions. The main oriferous deposits in the Vitosha Mountains
are along the Palikeriye, Struma, Vledayske, Vigtrishka, and other
rivers., Many legends and names have come down to us as & result of
the gold mining of 0ldj among these the most characteristic ie the
neme of the "Zlatnite Mostove" (The Golden Bridges) site, where

until recently, gold was panmed.

Tron wae produced in the Vitosha Mouwnteins as well. 8uch
production developed in the regions vhere the only material for
dron production «- pegnetic send -- could be found. F’orgeé and
plast furnaces were built around the Vitoshe foothills neexr Chupet-
love, Popove, Krapets, Kladnites, Mirchaevo, Rudartei, Bistritsa,

and Zheleznitsa villages, where the Vitoshs iron wes processed.

The mountains also contaln deposits of red quartsz, agete,
chalcedony, opel, auphibole, tourmalin, chalcite, chalcopyrite,

and apeatite.

The Vitosha messif differs from Bulgarisn mounteins in their
shape. The mounteins rise toward the center from all sides and
form & real mountain pesk, Ii resembles 8 grandiose old building
imposing principally by virtue of its mommental proﬁ.le.
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Yitosha Poaks

Vitosha has 9 peaks more than 2,000 m high ang 14 beaks more
than 1,500 m high, The highest 1s Cherni Vrulh Peak (2,285.256 n),
which s centrelly located iy the mountadns, Compared to the foot-
hills of the mountein » which are never lower than 700 m altitude

el o na BT

Fentpey

and vhich ave not concealed by lower foothills and rigeg » the relaw
tive altitude or Cherni Vrukh Penk 1s sbout 1,600 n {in relation to
Sofia =« about 1,748 m), ‘

Cherni Vrukh Pepk rises in the center of the body of the noune
tein and 4s 15 ¥y frem Sofia, 7,800 in from Dragelevisi village,
94800 kn from Rayko Daskalove village and 5,850 from Chupeta
lovo village, It 1 closest to Chupetlovo villege ang ferthest
from Bofis ang Rayko Daskelovo village, Its geographic position
1s 40° 56" 37" Eagt eng Yoo 33" 45" North,

Cherni Vrukh Penk can be geen from almost any point in Sofia,
but despite 1ts helght, demineting over the surrounding peaks ) 1lts
Profile doss not show Up clearly, It is eftep mistaken for the
Reznoyvete Peaks » Which because or thedr proxiuity to Sofis appear
comparatively highen than they really are,

From the Vitogha Nountaine the tourist gees an extensive
banorames in clear weather 1t 15 even Possible to gee the Danube
River near the small Denube bort of Taibur,

In his book Yatosha /Mo Vitosha Mountatns » Pu Delirader
Givides the Vitosha peaks into ¢ groupas '

1. The Cherni Vyukn 8roup, with the following peakss Chern,
Vrukh (2,285 m) + Reznyovete (Malux Rezen and Golyan Rezen) (2,191 m
and 2,278 m), ana Skoparnik (2,228 y) vhich projects upwerd in a

poverful rocky ridge, .
-5 .
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2, The Kupen group, with the following main pesksi Golya~
niyet Kupen (2,106 m), Belchova Bkals (1,831 m), and Bive Gramads
(2,003 m). The peaks of the Cherni Vrukh and Kupen groups have no
forests, Only isolated groupe of trees remein of the fomer juniper

foresta.

3., The Belimitsa group, which includes the following peakss
Selimitse (2,048 m), Vledayski Cherni Vrukh (1,641 m), and Ostritse
(1,695 m), located west of Cherni Vrukh Feak.

L, The watershed group, which includes the peaks which form
the ﬂdse of the weterghed betveen the tributaries of the Strume end
the Iskur rivers., This ridge includes Vododel snd Chernate Skals
(1,869 m) peaks, The Chernat Skale Pesk looms majesticelly above
Zlatoite Mostove site,

5, The Kamen Del group, which includes as 1ts main peaks
Kemen Del (1,862 m), which is the peak most clearly seen frou Sofie
and the Sofia plainy Kikish, & wealkly delineated peak located below
Kemen Delj Ushite, south of Kamen Del and heving an altitude of
1,906 mj end the Kominite Peeks, which rise against the beckdrop of
the Dragalevekn River, and whose neme [The Chimmeygf/ suits the overe
all architectural structure of the mountain perfectly.

6. The Goliyat Vrukh group, which includes the insignificant

and poorly delinested peeks west of the Dragalevskn River, central
place among which is given to Goliyat Vrukh Peak -- 1,721 m. Vul-
chata Skele Peak rises east of Goliyet Vrukh Peak, providing & beaus
tiful view toward the Sofia plain, and further down, near the Dragae
levtsl Monastery, the Golyamo Gradishte and Malko Gredishte Peaks,
on which fortrepses probably were puilt in anclent times, atretch

“whw
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terrace-like, Golydmo Greddshte Peak, which is covered with vegeta«
tion, s also called Zelend Viulh Pesk (1,204 u),

A@ar"t from these groups,utho Vitosha Mowntaine contein many
other less significant or isolated peaks, of which we might mention
Krusta (1,562 m), Male Mogile (1,419 m), Chukara (1,516 n) and
Golysm Rid, Bast of Golyam Rid Peak and across the valley of the
Palikeriya River rises the profile of Vetren Pesk (1,632 m), and
ebove Yarlovo village ltself, small Pogledets Peak =~ southernmost
pesk in the Vitosha Mountelns -« rises,

Eigh Platesus

The high plateaus are a cheracteristic pecullarity of the
Vitosha Mountains, They are believed to have resulted frau the lace
colith formations in Central Vitoshe and the side prope of andesite
rack. Most of the platesus are real water reservoirs; same of these

8till bear the names of swamps.

The more significant plateaus are the high Chernovrushko plae
teau, located between Reznyovete, Cherni Vrukh and Skopernika peaks;
the Karachalr Plateau between the Kupen group and the upper reaches
of the gtruma Rivery Gorno Blato, below the northwestern foothills
of Cherni Vrukh Peakj Kapaklievets, & platesu which hanugs like a 1id
over the Goli Vrukh Vitoshe Sectory this is the origin of ite namej
‘the Dolno Blato Plateau, southeast of :the Kapaklievets Platesup the
Selimishko Plateau which begins at the swampy seddle at the Samara
site and ends at the Tri Kledenmtsi sitej and the Boyana Plateau,
lying terrace-like a.bmre. the Boyana Falls.

- The high Vitosha pletesus are interesting pluces for hiking
end :,ékiinq. “ Howaver most.of them eve included in the restricted

terri‘boryoi’ vater euppl& gones, .
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Stone Rivers

The most typical snd characberistic sights of Vitosha scenery
are the soecalled "moraines." They i'\;if'likefhus'e; stone rivers fram
the peaks to the foothills of the mountains .

It is true.that such rock formations cen be found in other
i
Bulgarisn mountaine as well, but nowhere sre they in such abundance
as in the Vitoshe Mountelns.

The stone rivers ere typical of dlm_ost all parts of the moune
tain. (Despite the general nsme "moraines" glven to the Vitosha
Mountains' stone rivers, the latest sclentific research has proved
that they are not of glacial origin,)

In location, the stone rivers follow the slopes, the mouns
tain valleys and ridges in the topography. In some places they
widen and form stone lekes, The most stone rivers and lekes cen
be found along the upper reaches of the Struma, Matnitsa, Klad-
nishka, Rudsrshtitea, Vledayske, end Boyanske rivers. Among the
stone formetions in the Vitosha Mountains thet on the northern side
of Kamen Del Pesk is perticulsrly expressive. It is & real stone
basin where vegetation is sil.wly ;zﬁahi.ng ahead.

One must croes the expanses of stone cerefully, perticularly
in winter when the holes between the rocks are covered vith soft
BHOW, ' o

V;tosha Rivers and Lakes T

The steep va:l.leys of tho v.'mdnyskn, I}oyanam, Draaalewka,
Yanchovska, Btare Raka, Zholoanishm Rexm, E»tmm and mtnitea rivers
are of a peculiar and charactetristie mture. o
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The Viedayska River eprings forth below Cherni Vrukh Peak
and cuts through the northern slope of the nountains to Reyko
Daskalovo villages Along ito lower reaches, the river is lined by
deciduous vegetation in which beech, oak, trembling poplars, and
birches predominate. There are stone pools in which bushes and
f£lowers grovw in varicolored patches.

The Boyanska River is famous principelly for its typicel
Boyane Falls, formed at & rocky site above Boyane villege., They
have & £8ll of about 40 m, The Boyane Falle are the highest fells
in the park.

The Dragaleveka River, which is steeper, rune from Aleko to
Dregalevtei village. The river is particularly beautiful near the
Kominite Peaks where the valley is covered with hornbeam, Juniper
trees, black and white pine, trembling poplars, end birches.

The 2 Bistritsa rivers -- the Yanchoveke end Stare Reks
rivers =-- have characteristics of high mountein stresms. The
Zheleznishks River 1s steep, but its esstern exposure offers wide
scope for diversified afforestatlon.

The valley of the Matnitsa River is quite different from the
other valleys. It runs between the Selimitsa and Semaro peaks and
Joins the lake at the Studena dam., This valley widens out below
the Nekev Kemuk site and provides a convenlent site for towrdsts
to camp. |

Although outside the boundaries of the park, the Strume

River velley will always be one of the most attractive parts of
the mountain reglon. It begins on the edge of the high mountain
gone at Sukhoto lake and Vurie Reka River. The sight of the Strume

.9-
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River ¢ one of the most beeutiful views in the mountains et the
Chupetlovo village, It flows down the ksrst canyon between Chupetw
lovo end Bosnek villages, where the famous Bosneshka cave is located.

Vitosha 18 rich in thermal springs formed in connection with
the cretaceous eruptions around the mountainet in gofila, Gorne
Banys, Ovche Kupel, Knyazhevo, Dragichevo, Bankys, Klednitsa, Pan-
charevo, Zheleznitse, end other smaller springs, Most probebly
these thermal springs get their thermic energy from the interior
of the Vitoshae Mountains.

Recently, nesr Rulngeles Makhele village, the "Dimitrovo”
nines have mede use ¢f the mineral weters, by bullding e beautiful
swimming pool in the foothills of the mounteins, This ls also en
interesting tourist site for hikers who vielt the wesbern slopes
of the mountedn.

The karst spring called "Zhivate Vodn" [Five Wateg/ end ve-
tween Chupetlovo end Krapets villages is of particular interest.
This spring wes mentioned in the seventioenth century by the Turkish
traveler Evliiys Chelebi, who called it "The Fountain of Happiness."
The spring's outpourings increase at intervals of several minutes.
The reason for this is an underground kerst cave which acts as a
siphon, causing the fluctuation in the water's flow.

The mountedn lakes characteristic of the Rila and Pirin moune

taine do not exist in the Vitoshs Mownteins because of the geologicel
and geographdc structure of the mountein, the climate, and the cae
paratively rapid melting of the snow, Nor do the Vitosha Mountaine
contain the peculisr cirque holes in which one usually sees the
shining, crystal clear waters of glacial lakes.

L
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Yet historical date indicetes that the Vitosha Mountaine once
had high mountein lekes. Such, for example, was the so-called
Sukhoto Ezoro [Bry lLeke] site ebove Chupetlovo village at the source
of the Struma River. local legends sey, end old residents remember
that the Sukhoto Bzero site was not slways dry. Bverything seems

o ipdicate that it wee artificielly drained to serve the needs of

the ore processing lndustry. The topograpbicel structure of the

site clearly shows humen interference.

Now the Vitosha Mountains have only one lake ~- Boyana
lske, above Boyana village. However conditions for the creation
of artificial lakes are fevorable. One of “the lakes wvhich could

most easily be restored is, of course, Sukhoto Ezero Lake.

Vitosha Mountain Vegetation

mhe Vitoshe Mountains attract many visitors not only because
of the mountein scenmery, the stone rivers and forests, but also bee
cause of the beauty of thelr vegetation. According to specialists
almost 1/2 the varieties of floral vegetation In Bulgaria is repe
resented in the Vitosha Mountains. The Vitosha flowers dnclude
some comparatively rare examples of Bulgarisn flora never found oute
side Bulgaria or the Belkan peninsula.

Tta flovers are the greatest decorative weelth of these moune
taine., Tourists must preserve this wealth, especially because lately
some of the special and rere kinds of flowers have been threatened
with extinction, Even some of the most coumon varieties are becom-
ing rarver and rarer. These include the snow &rop, which are now
found et only 3 sites, the iris -- 3 sites, the yellow Vitosha
double-blush peony w= 2 sites, the yellow gentian «- 2 aites, etc.
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There are also other kinds of flowers which have almost disape
penred, such as the blug~bell, the yellow [petrov krusp/, the
gpotted yellow gentian, some kinds of orchids, anemones, eic.

In generel Vitoshe Mountein vegetation was only slightly
influenced by climatic chenges, due to the lack of glaclation during
the glacial period. That is why we £ind several different kinds of
Buropean continental tertlary vegetatlon here. The preservation of
guch vegetation is very importent to science and to the perk.

Following are some rare types of vegetetion which are under
the special protection of tﬁe park authoritiest: the yew«tree, the
fir [Bulgerian; chudneta ela/ (growing slong the lower reaches of
the Petrovichke Diver), the white pine (around the besins of the
Bistrishke, Boyanska, end Viedaysks rivers), the juniper tree (in
the Biptritea reserve, sbove the Aleko tourlst hut, below the Mecha
Polyena meadow, etc), the yellow gentian, the vedritsa, the honey~
suckle, club moss, fern, llon's foot, the Vitosha tulip, the wild
tullp, the Alpine pansy, and the Vitosha narclssus.

To preserve vegetetion in the park, it has been necessary to
establish special netural sites called "maeﬁea." The knowledge
of their locatlon is an importent prerequisite for thelr profectim.
There are 2 reserves in the Vitoshs People's Park which are subject
to specizl regulationss the Bistritse reserve and the turf reserve,
The Bistritsa reserve is on the northeastern slope of the mountain
below Golysm Rezen Pesk, in the weter besin of the nwra.tsa River.,
It 48 759.9 ha in aren., One mey crose the reserve only along the
Bistritsa-Aleko youtes. The turf reserve is in the high mountain
belt southwest of the Kapakldevets site and is included in the vater
reservolr zane of the Vitoshs Mountains, Thet is why it s forbide

den to cross 4t.
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The varied Vitoshe vegetation is constantly changing. In
spring the mounteins offer us the bright green huez of ewakening
nature «« broad meadows covered with crocus, cowsliye, and Vitoshs
tulips., In sumer the vegetetion reachas ilte peak of devolopment
and variety of color. Inu autwun we see the fantastic yellow and

coppersred hues of the leaves.

In winter the Vitosha's aspect is completely different. The
nulticolored hues of spring end summer are replaced by & white
coverlet on which the dark shepee of the leafless trees and ‘the
Junipers ere projected. The white monochrometic symphony of winter
is even further diversified by the sun's rays which reflect a new
vange of color fram the snow blanket we blue and lilacs The tors
rential stresms freeze lnto bluiéh-green shapes and the calmmess
of winter settles over the region.

Vitosha Mountain Climate

The Vitosha Mountain climate 1s & function of their geo~
graphlc location. There ie still limited data on the Vitosha clie
mete due to the lack of longeterm meteorologicel observations and
an insufficlently dense network of cbservetion statioms.

Climetically, Vitoshs can be divided into 5 natural reglonss

1. The northeastern slope of the mountains, vith the coldest

climete and comparatively great cloudiness and precipitation.

2, The northwestern slopes, exposed to strong, mostly western
and northwestern winds.

3, The southwestern slopes, camparatively warm and sunny,
principally under the influence of western and northwestern winds.

wl3 -
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k. The southern slopes, the warmest and sunniest, on which

no observation deta 1s avallable,

5+ A high plateau, over 1,800 m altitude, with northwestern,
vastern, eastern, and soubhern winde, Above this plateau the heavie
est clouds accumulete and linger.

The main wind exis of Vitosha runs fram west to east, The
winds from the west, following the Vledeya pass, and those blowing
across the highest parts of the nmountains, are the strongest.

Precipitation incremses with the elevation of the mountain
slopes, The most humid sector 1s the high Vitosha Plateauw, wvhere

nost of Vitosha's turf aress are.

The mountain recelves more swn in winter then in swmer (bee-
cause of the clouds), In this respect, the winter season most

favors the higheat parts of Vitosha.

The best, the least cloudy, months mre July, August, Sepm
tember, and Octobur, and the winter momths =- December, January,
and February, The worst are in early spring. These months are
characterized by few sunny days and frequent and ebundant precipie
tation,

The foge which cover the high parts of the mountains, as
well @s the rains and blizzards, seriously hinder winter hiking
tripe in Vitoshs. Vitosha hes less fog in winber tusn Sofia, The
fewest dark and foggy days during the winbter months ocour in Deceme
ber and January., The Poggy days during the Year in Vitosha %otal
about 4 months. There is least fog in August, with about 10 absoe
lutely clear days, and in July, September, end October, with 9 clear

-l .
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days per month., On an average, Vitosha has sbout 6 clear days a
month, with an annual everege of about 76 clear days. In genersl
there are more clear days ir +*he Vitosha Mowntains in winter than
in Sofis.

A resl necklace of settlements surrounding the mountein an
all aides has been established around the Vitosha andesite (ex-
ternal) ring, on tertiary or diluvial deposite, Vitosha has been
populated during all historic end prehistoric epochs, Neolithic
gettlements have been discovered there, During Roman times, end
even mors extensively during the Middle Ages, Vitoshe hsd an entire
system of mountein fortifications, whose rulne are 8till called
fortifications or forts. These include, for example, the ruins
south of Boyapa village, known also as "Tukhiste" [The Bricks/,
the ruins above the Sveti Nikole Monestery, the Melko Gradiehte
and Golysmo Gredishte rulns sbove the Dragalevski Monastery, etc.
Such 014 forts also existed around the Vitosha Dragalevtsi, BW,
Viedaye, Klednitse, Popovo, Krapets, Zheleznitsa, end Chupetlovo
villages. Some of these forts were built to protect the gold and

'iron mining, others were purely strategical. Remmants of & Three
clan settlement have been foumd et Kikish Peak. |

During the Middle Ages Vitoshs wes Pamous for its 4o or so
small and large monasteries. Todny only the Dregalevski end Klade
niehki monssteries remain. The othwé vere deatroyed by the Ture
kish cmquﬁrora. later the Turks forbid the restoratm of the
churches and monssteries which hed been dﬁgtroyad; thus even their
ruins have been lost in the course of the centuries,

“15 =
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The Dregalevaki Monagtery, in the midst of a century old

beech forest, was founded by Ivan Aleksendur during the firet 12
of the fourteenth century, Afver Sofis and its surroundings fell
o the Turks, the monastery wae neglected until 1NT6, vhen a Bofia
merchant, Redoslev Mavur, restored it and provided the funds neces=
pary for painting the frescoes in the church., This has been pre«
perved and is ome of the most valuable Bulgarien artistic memuments,
although it 48 not in very good condition.

The Klednishki Mmastery 48 on the nexrrow rocky riige betwsen
the 2 stresms called Zle Reks and Virovete, whose upper reaches are
linked by an artificial canel, Once the highest part of the mdm&tery
was fortified and served to protect the monmstery and 4ts property.

An 0ld legend seys that when the Turks besleged the fort, & woman
from Studena villege reveasled to the Tuvks the secret of the water
supply of the fort's defenders, and the fort fell tox the Turks.
Since then, there have been no marriages between inhebitants of
Kladnitse and Studems villages.

Boyana village, in the foothills of the Vitosha Mountaius,
boests another interesting site -- the "Sveti Panteleymon" Boyana
church, one of the most valusble Bulgarisn architvecturel momments.
Thechtmchiaintheupﬁerpartofliwamvilhge in a couwrt yard
covared with lush vegetution and is visited by foreigners and tour-
4ats, The murals in the church, dating frm 1259, are particularly
interanting. The church was built and decorated by order of its
founders, Sebastocrator Kaloyan end Princess Desislava, during the
reign of King Konstentin Asen and Queen Irina, vhose portraits have
been preserved for posterity in the very beeutiful drevings of the
Boyana master. The peculisxrity of these paintings is tvheir reallatic

i
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expressiveness end closeness to 1ife and reality, In:ilils respect
these portreits somewhat fareshadow the works of °1otto, tha early
Tvalian Ranll.uance master,

Conturies later - on 17 and 18 Mey 19214- ---the 11legal
Vitoshe conference of the members of the BKP CBCP, :Euigarian Conier
munist Party) wes held below the "Wxnndaﬂ.lo" site. ‘i‘oda.y 8’ can-
memoretive stone has been put there &s e witness m? ‘bha purty's

great ﬂ.sht during the dsrk days of fascist elavary.

The famous illegal press wag located in Vi@oghq’:,‘ be_lqu'@he
Razturenate Skuls site and southeest of Boyans lake. Co

The sub Vitosha villages, between T30 m (quana., Draaalwtsi)
and 1,200 m (Chupetlovo village) altitude are in tho foothille of
the mountains, elmost equidistant from one another.

The population of the Vitosha villages is engaged meinly in
sgriculture and llvestock breeding, supplemented by quarrying.
Thanka to the favorable climate and beautiful scenery, these vile
lages are rapidly developing into first class resorts for the popu=
lation of the capital.

Ciupetlove village is particularly interest for its scemery.
It nestles in the upper end of the swall closed velley of the Struma
River, in the folds of the mountsaine themselves. Chupetlovo village
18 one of the highsst Bulgarian mountein villages.

w17
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ROADS, BUIIDINGS, AND ROUTES

m netvork of footpaths for hikers in the perk consists of
trails, hisuways, standard horse cart tracks, etc. So far the
tourdet foatpa.the are the most :meorbant for the movement within
the park.

According %o their importence and. the treffic they bear,
these footpathe can be ddvided Into a f:!.rst. claés, gecond class,;
and thivd cless and on the basis of thelr jmportance t.n the tour- ‘
st r;a'bwork of the park -- into direct (connec’a:l.ng) and indirect.
On the baais of the sesson in which they are used, they cen aleo

be divided into summer - gourdist == or wintex =- akiing.

'rhe footpa.th netwwl: has been marked to facil:l;tite oriezits.é-
tion w‘thin the pa.rk. In the high mmmt:e.in part the marking - -hag
been. done w:lth. tmngular wooden signs. end in the resiedning. part,
vith stands.rd ty:pe and stze rectangular - signs,

Sumer -Ro.ads‘
m park tra:l.la are clasai.ﬁed ahd deacrs.qu in the guide
) accordinz to starhing goirte, Bvery foétpa.

1s‘ dascribed as 'bo
***s clasa, -:Loua.tion, a.nd sta.r’:ing poﬂ.n'b. -

A,

Declassified - iti L o ‘
ified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002
: - 0]




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0

DR = #ron Dragalevisl village) U - fron Stipéoniovo ¥iliage; B8 ==
fron Bistrites villege} Ki == fron Kladiiten villags) sl 10 - Zron
mmmnummvavimse." ' B

The footrwbha veginning ot the "Malchike" (le\mtn) "Aleko, "
"M ntyuva,” and _“molva.ya" towrdet huts and leading. to. Chexnd Vaukh
Péak ere marked KM, AL, 'm, b.ndl-'m,~ vespectively.

Tuo Reman mmeiwl Pollowing the capital letters indicates |
the clase of the footpaths (I, II, Iﬁ.),lvv'mﬂe-"bm Azebic mmeral
foliowing 1t 1s the footpath's number: The-nuhwm of the First
clasg foolpaths follmrs a general aya‘bam for the vfhnle of the perk,
while the mumbering of the aacomi and third class footpo.m is based
on the areas where the inddvidunl starting pointn are. found. Both
systens of nmumbering bagin at the normma}mmt side o:f the park
or the eree in vhich the sterting noﬁm is and- proceea cloclmtue
i’rau wast o ‘ea.a’o. The signs and daacr;l.pﬁom i.n the guiab are
synchronizml wvith the maps.

The descriptions 01‘ the feotpaths bas!h at. w bo'b-ban, fol*

:umm the airecmon o hhe climb; thedr ‘ranches; az-e mdica‘b . 'by

direc*bim e to tha .Left or to thm ri.ahb - B0 :l.n accwﬂance.wﬁth

thahpointa oi‘ tlw cwxya.e".~

- lH w S 1

i
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The hiking time hes been determined on the basis of the cepa~
blldties of an average hiker.

STARTING POINT KNYAZHEVO (KNV)

{Knyaghevo is the largest of the Vitosha settlements. It is
on the lefs bvank of the Viadayske River, on both sides of the Sofin-
Dimitrovo highway.

(Until 1883 Knyazhevo bore the name Bali-Efendi, after the
shepherd preacher burded in the local churchyard.

{The settlement has a high school, post office, polyclinic,
pharmacy, and well orgenized shops in which hikers cen purchase all
the food they will need in the mountains. A monument to the war
dead stands in the center of the seibbtlement.

(Bouth of the village, in the foothills of the Vitosha, is
the Knyazhevo pine forest, planted in 1896 and now turned into &
park.

(Knyazhevo is known for its minersl bathe. as well as a ree
sort aeﬁtlamen‘o and a sterting point for hikes. The main minerel
spring at the "Knyazhevo" Beth has & flow of 280 1/m and & tempers~
ture of 31.5%C.)

Tt 16 7.5 km southwest of Sofia and 2.5 km northwest of Boyana,
at en altitude of 750 m« It is linked with Sofie by a double track
street car line and & first class paved rosd.

The tr4p from Sofia to Knyazhevo can be made on street cor
No 5, which starts from "Lenin" Square. The first street car leeves
Bofia for Kuyszhevo et 0455 hours and the last car back to Sofia
leaves at 0030 hours, The trip tekes 25 to 30 minubes Letveen ter=

minals.
w20 -
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Langth of the footpath 9.380 Im
Climb 9tk m
Averege inclination 10%

Can be welked in 3 hours 30 minutes.

The footpath from Knyazhevo to the "Malchike' (Kumats) tours
ist hut begins et Polyclinic No 21 in the square at Knyazhevo,
pesses by the cultural club, mounts the steps, cuts across the
Knyazhevo-Boyana highway end enters the Knyszhevo Pine Forest Park.
Tt goes to the southwest, crosses the small wooden bridge over the
Rakovets ruvine, follows the street along the left bank of the rae
vine for scme distance and reesches the northeastermmost corner of

the young pine forest at the Rekovets site.

At the young pine forest, the footpath ddvides into 2 perts.
The firet goes steeply u;;mara along the left bank o:t’ the revine to
the highway lesding o the Zlatnite Mostove site west of the Forest
House, vhile the second goes west, following the northern side of
the young pine forest and the old Bele Vode road, Following this
rosd, the footpath gredually clinbs and, crossing consecutively the
Chervenate Mogile, Zhabarskoto and Sinyate Skala sites, reaches the
"Stardyst Razeednic" site, et which point a wide footpath branches
off to the left, going emst toward the highwey and ‘the Kakovais

Forest House.

One hmdred meters to 150 m higher, the footpeth passes the
fountain at the "Skendera” site, goes thvough the underpass eapee '
cially constructed for it under the newly abullding auiomobile road

‘0211

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved fo}‘ReIeése 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0



Declassified i - iti
in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002
. - -0

o the Zlatnite Mostove gite, and emerges east of the restaurant
at the Belste Voda site, Belate Voda 15 the most popular site in
the Knysgheve sector of the park, Here the hikers, having climbed
the steepest pert of the rosd up the mounteln, halt to vest, drink
vater, or eat at the resteurent. The distance from the sterting
point here is 2,450 m, but due to the pharp incline it cen only be
climbed slowly end with relatively great effort.

From the Belata Voda site upwards, the footpath goes south,
up the shallow cteps, then turns to the west end emexges an Yavorov
hill at the Balkoncheto gite. From here a vide peenle view of Sofia
and the Sofia plain opems out. A short distance beyond the Balkome
cheto site, after cutting through 8 young beech YOXesT, the foot«
path emerges on the meadow abt the Chereshite aite end changes Gt
rection from southwest to southeast, Tpe newest part of the foot-
path passes the fountsin et the Valozlte pite and emerges et the
Melinarsiki voed, some 100 m fran the Melkicharnika reat point.

Bere the footpath turns, crosses £he Malinarski road, and after
winding through the Porest emerges in the meadow at the Karpuzoviye
Valog site ﬁo the left of the tourist ehelter. The Karpuzoviys
Valog site is second in importance smong the rest points only to
the Belata Voda site. At this point the great climb ie behind
the hikers and after a rest the climb seems comparatively sgreesble

and easy.

On the ridge ddrectly abwe'the Karpuzoviya Valog site, &
pecond cless footpath e- K II3 == goes off to the left toward the
southeast, o the direction of the "Nouine Skala" tourist hut, while
the main peth continues along the hi&hvray to the "Planinets” tourist
mt, Another branch == second class Pootpath KN IRy -« ghoots off

8t the Pleninets fowntaln, leading to the "planinets” touvdet huv,
- 22 -
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end 3o the "Slatnite Noatove" site, while the footpath lesding to
the “Malchila" tourdst hut continues to the south, cuts across the
third class footpath leading from the "Planinets” tourist hut to
the "Momina Skala" touriet hut, passes through the Malinazhs site,
croeses the highwey leading to the "Bor" tourist hut, and emerges
in the cowrt yard of the newly comstructed "Septemvrd" tourist hut.

Fifty to 60 m above the tourist hut the footpafoh 18 Joined
by third cless footpath KN II1,,, which cames in fram the right
from the Bell Bryag site, while on its left third class footpath
BN III;; shoote off to the "Bor" tourist hut., Then the footpath
goes south for a certain time, circles Burdavov's grave, end cone
tinﬁea, through & beautiful coniferous forest, toward the Boeritsa
forestry station, Crossing the bridge at the Kyunetse site, the
footpath is jJoined comsecutively by footpaths BN IIg anﬁ B IIIyp
coming fram the "Bor" tourist hut on the left.

Before reaching Boeritsa, the footpath skirte a small moun-
tain, after which 1t cute across the upper paxrt of the moralne ine
clined toward the Zlatnite Mostove site, crosses & good wooden
bridge from which there is an excellent view toward Vledaye Pess,
the Lyulin Mountadins, and the far-away Yugoslev mountein cheins,.

The footpath emerges on the northern side of the "Boeritsa"
forestyy steation, circles it, and continues to the "Malchika" toure
1st hut. The distance between Boeritsa and the "Malchike" tourdst
hut is 920 m, the incline 1s slight, end the walk through the forest

1s sgreeable and easy.

The footpath from Knyazhevo to the "Malchike" tourist hut,
perticulerly between Knynzhevo and the "Planinets" towrist hut, is

Lo e . ) o :
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the most popular end widely used of all, In winter the snov is
cleared from it and movement along it continues uninterrupted.

Second Class Footpeths

The footpath branches off toward the south at the curve near
the 5 km merk on the Boyana-Zlatnite Mostove highvmy, and goes
through the forest, following an old cart treck. At the Kiselishte
slte, before crossing the Planinishke River, it is joined by the
second cless footpath (RD II,) coming fram the Durveniya Bridge
site,

From the Planiniehke River upwards, the footpath continues,
without changing its originel direction, through a young deciducus
forest with emall clearings, and efter about 1,900 m, emerges sgain
on the highway at the Brezite site, between the 7.900 km and 8.000

km markers.

Fifty meters east of the point where the footpath emerges on
the hishway the third class footpath KN III, begins, leading through
the Obelski Geren site to the Zlatnite Mostove site.

At the Bresite site, the footpath crosses the higiwey, climbs
along ite southern side, pesses the emall wooden klosk in the meadow
above the fountaﬁ, and enters the yard of the tourist hut from the
north.

The footpath from Kiselishte to Belite Brezi is widely used
because 3t is considersbly shorbter than the route vie the highway,

‘.-2’}-
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The footpath fram Malkoto Kopito to the "Planinets” tourist
hut begins at the bridge on the higlwey facing the Rakovets forestry
house on the right bank of the ravine beering the same name. It
crosses the new highway lesding to the Belate Vode site and emerges
at .the fountadin above the highway. Abeout 50 m sbove the fountain,
after it is Joined by the third cless footpath BN III; leading fran
the Semovitre site to the Rakovets site, the footpath crosses the
ravine to its other bank and begins to climb.

Here, after the second turning, the third class footpath
KN III5 brexches off to the west, leaddng to the right to the Belata
Voda site., The climb toward the peek winds in a series of serpen-

tine curves which graduslly become nerrower and narrover.

Beyond the Malkoto Kopito slte, the footpath continues
through the forest to the south, is Joined by the small third class
footpath KN IIIg coming fram the Malinerski roed on the west, and
emerges at 'bhé Krustovishteto site, vhere footpath KN III; branches
off ‘toward the Golysmoto Kopito site. Above the crossroads, the
footpath emerges from the forest, crosses footpath KN II3 leading
to the "Momine Skala" tourist bhut, cuts through the Pleninishki
meadows, and across the Popediys Helght, and comes out on the firat
class footpath which leads from Knyazhevo to the "Melchika" touriet
mut (KN I;). Then, following thie footpath end then furning off omto
second class footpath KN IX,, it comes out st the northern side of
the "Pleninets" tourist hut.

The Pootpath from Malkoto Kopito to the "Pleninets” tourist

hut is rather steep in places, particularly in the first ceotion of
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the climb from Malkoto Kopito. Yot it ls one of the most direct
footpaths, end thus widely used by the hikers.

The footpath fram the Rakovets forestyy station on the highe~
way to the "Planinets" tourist hut is 4,540 Jm, and the hike takes
about 90 minutes.

This footpath starts on the ridge iteell, at the Prozhsktora
site, branching off on the right from the first class footpath
leading from Knyazhevo to "Malchike" (KN Ij), directly after this
latter footpath lesves the Karpuzov Valog site. From thie point
upvard the footpath crosses the open Pleninishki Meadows, leading
southeast, which direction it generally follows until it emerges

at the tourist hut.

The footpath emerges at the Bukare nite at the Stulbovete
gite after cutting through the forest, and then, following the third
clase footpeth KN II /mmeral illegivlgf, leads to the Preslopta
pite, where 1t joins 1%s old route.

At the Preslopte site it is Joined by the pecond class foote
path BN II; (SemovitsaBuksre) on ita left, Then it pasges through
the forest at the Tunels slte and emerges again in the meadows.
Here, at this site, it turns to the south, end emerges in the mead-
aws. Here, at this site, it turns Yo the south, and emerges in the
meadovs surrounding the "Momine Skala” tourist hut.

The length of the footpeth 1s 2,100 km, and the hike takes
ebout 50 minutes, In winter it may e used for skiing,

. 26 =
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The footpath fram the "Planineto" tourdst hut to the Zlatuite
Mortove site beging rear the fountain which 1s north of the tourist
hut and follows the highway to the tourlet hut, From the tourist
but it turns to the southwest, entars a young beech forest, and
8oes upward o the Bell Brog site and the Zlatnite Mostove site.

Avout 200 m fram its beginning, the third class footpath
KN III) 3 leading to the "Belite Brezi" tourist hut branches off on
the right to the southwest. After another 850 m the footpath crosses
the small moreine which starts et the Mendrate slte, turns fras the
south to the southwest, emerges on the highvay leeding from the
Zlatnite Mostove to the "Bor" tourist hut, end follown &t down to
Bell Breg.

The Bell Breg site is quite well lmown among visitors to the
park, It provides an excellent view of the "Dimitur Blagoev" toure
st hut, the Militery Rest Home (VVS) /Voenno vuzdushni sili, Air
Force/, the "Edelvays" tourist hut, etc, Fram heve the Cherneta
Skala Pesk, the Balabane ridge, the Boeritea forestry stetion » the
"Malchilm" tourist hut, etc, can 8180 be seen. The Beli Breg site
is an importent crossroed at which several footpaths begin, As we
have already said, the highway from Zlatnite Mostove to the "Bor"
tourdet hut passes this way, Going dpe west one Ms the noe
tural sclence stetion of the BAN (Bulgarsks skedemiys ne naukite,
Bulgarien Academy of Sciences). The third class footpath XN 11X
goes down to the north to the highway, and the third class footpath
KN IIT;, leading to the "Septemvri" tourlst hut goes to the southe

east.
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.. cuts thrwsh the mes,dm *t.". ‘“tﬁe..mntnite Mos'oove aito ovar a brond o
+, ehd well tmced track-a At ’phe Mochurlivatn Id.vada s:ltc i is .joj.nod- R

5‘

[T

.. the "Beli'be Brez:l." tour:l.et h)).t dh the went; It reaches the higmay, el
and follaw.‘.ng :l.t ’ ;pasaeg' “bhe foreat poiqt éna the fmmtain at the

Geomaanettc station ana then reachea‘ !:he Zlatnite Most.ove a!.te. AT

Tha factpa:bh 1ead1pe; frcm the "Pmninets" tourist hut 1‘.0 the Lol

y"’trs.versed toot- -

Zlatnlte Mostorve aite in one of th.e moa:b freyxe
" paths in the perk.. Well traced, hé.v:l.ng 10 gRest, lines, snaw TR
drifts, or strong winds, 1t bears almost consbant'tmffic the yea.r

round..

It is 1,800 km long and cen be tre.ve:"se{iﬂ :Ln .5_0k'ig‘1‘:_!‘..1:1u’cb.é-.' :

Third Class Footpsths /

ay WA e,
Chernivat Kos-lNoevetsa (KN

e g, LT

'Iids footpath is & direct link between these 2 sites, It 1s

]

3,130 ku. long.

C Ty vo-Planinites River (the D Most site) KN

S0 wgpiag

'.Bhis foot;pe.th ata.z'he at tha Alekaandrovnki Bridge and extends

(RD mﬂ, therc?is a direct- connection ‘Bétween ‘knya.zhevo and Rayko
.+ Daskelovo, pmllel to ‘the highway. izh:g.aﬂ',fgapl}ﬂ 18 1.750 Jm long.

B8 - ' © ]
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‘. e fogtpati 1 oniy i90° Long. o cotnects the first e1ass
footpath fram Iﬂnyazhovo %o tﬁe "‘Ma-lchika" tow:mt hut (KN I;) with-

the third claas eootpa'ah (m :m) which lea.ds .fram the Albanma
3 site to m Golyane Li.vada a:lte. o

Al‘oanetsa-&og.m x.ivana-{m ;_x_g, ) ; .
Th:ls fQUtP&th iﬂ the moat Mrect route beween the Belate. .

" Yoda. me a.nd the Golyama Lavads site Star‘bing at the Golyame
.'Livada aitb ) T paaaes the volley‘b"A p.ounda end s 1ink 1 by

ootpa.th m IIl which 1ea.&s from ..

Kiselishte to the "Beli{ce Brez:l. taurist hut. rt can s.lno be used

8s & link between the Beii'he Brez site and the Bels:ba Voda slte. 5 P

The lenghh ou? the footymh, "fran u, begmn:.ng to the Golyama
1ivede site, 18 970 m. ’

nakovet'a.aeiaéa- Voda . ‘x’n . _1_1_15"' =) f'

This fOO‘bI’&th waa J.a!.d N‘b to reneve pedeetrmn 'trafﬁc on
the hi.ahway between tha kokmrets mvtne and the Belata Voda. slte.
It 1= also known as- the Korchmtu pnth. It 15 1.711.0 Jm lons. :

h'the Me 1to Site

‘ This ia alao a small connactins footpath, only 170 m 1ong.
!te pur,pose :.s to yemit‘ h!.kere to set fram tha Mali.nnrak:. road to, “
. the Malkoto Koptto footpath. e
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b tet ito (KN

This footpath is 970 m long. These traveling along the
Malkoto Kopito-"Planinets" tourist hut footpath towerd the "Momina
Skala" tourist hut may use branch XN II1L;, which vill lead them to
the Golyamoto Kopito site. From there, by following third class
footpath KN IIlg, they will reach the Bukare site, and finmlly the
"Momine Skels" tourist hut.

to dto=B KN

This s a footpath 1,015 km long with & broad view., It is
used by hikers making the trip to Golyamoto Kopito Pesk, from which
awice scenic view opens out toward Sofls and the Sofis Plain.

"Planinets" Tourdst Hutw"Momine Skale" Tourist Hut (XN nh)

The footpath from the "Planinets" tourist hut to the "Momins
Skala" tourist hut is an intermediary one and also links second
class footpaths KN IXj and BN II), which lead to the Zlatnite Mostove
site and to the "Bor" tourdst hut. For the most part it follows the
high electric wires. It 4s 1,070 m long.

eg~"Septemvrd” Touris KN ITI

This leads off from the Beli Breg site, where third class
footpath (KN III;») leads off to the Obelski Geren site. It is
640 m long, It is used mednly for the descent from this tourdist
hut to the Zlatnite Mostove site.

"Planinets" Tourist Hut-Raztoverishteto Site (KN IIly;)

The footpath £ram the "Planinets" tourist hut to the Rege
tovarishteto site serves as the link between the tourist hut and

u30v-
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the highway leading to the Zlatnlte Mostove site, It allows hikers

who have reached the "Flaninets" tourdst b through the Malinarski

road or the Kerpuzov Velog site to retwm to Knyaghevo vie the highe
vay, It 4s 920 m long.

Qoelslcl Geren-Bell Breg {xn III0)

This footpath brenches off the highwey to the Zlatnite Mostove
at the Brezite site. It begins at the lmn 7.900 marker and goes
south. It considerebly shortens the route for the hikers going
along the Zlatnite Mostove highway. It 48 1.250 imn long. It is
particularly convenlent Por those going from the Bell Breg alte to-
waxd the highway.

"pianinets” Tourist Hut«"Belite Brezi" Tourist Hut (i I1%13)

This footpath passes the Cbelskl Geren gite, where it intere
sects third class footpeth (KN IIIjp). Tt links the 2 tourlst huts

mentioned. It 18 1,200 km long.
FROM THE BOYANA (BN) STARTING POINT

(Boyana 1s & small sub mountaln settlement yrith a cultural
club, & thester hall, and e farm workers' cooperative. The Boyana
Fslls, famous for their beauty, are 2.5 lm edbove 1t along the
Boyansks River.

(The Boyane settlement hss existed since ancient times, 6o
evidenced by the ruins of the old "Batil" fort as well as by the
nany legends counected with the fort.

(The settlement conteins the historicel church, "Bveti
Panteleymon," which has been studted by meny Bulgarian sclentists.

-3l
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The church was built in 1259, durivg the reign of Komstentin Asen.
Valueble murals duting frex that period have been discovered on one
of its walls. These are the best preserved wall drawing of the
thirteenth ceniury in Bulgardsn texritory.)

Boyana village 1s 7,500 km to the southwest of Sofis and its
everage eltitude 18 750 me It 18 linked with the capital by a
street car line and a psved highway.

The trip 1s made by street car No 5, starting fram Lenin

Bquare., A transfer is made to street car No 8 at Pavliovo, on the

way to Boyana.

Street cars operate from Lenin Squere to Boyana uninterrupt-
edly between O455 hours and 0030 hours.

The connection at the Pavlovo stop is regular, end the serve
ice 1s reijsble, The trip lests about 35 minutes, 20 to 25 minutes

of which are from Soflas %o Pavlovo and 10 minutes from Pavlovo %o

Boyane.

The last passenger coach starts from Boysna to Sofie at Q030
hours.

The Boyana-Zlatnite Mostove highway starte et Boyana,

W

Firet Class Footpath

a-"Sredets” Tourist Hut-"Tintyave" Tourist Hut

length of the path 5870 Xm

Climb 866 m

Average gradient 15%

Duretion of clivd 3 hours
- y -

N, Lo L
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The footpath starte Iv the southexn part of the settlement,
at the last curve in the highwey leading to the protected zons above
the settlement, and immediately enters the park, First 1t goes
southeast for about 300 m, then twrme to the mouthwest and begins
t0 climb in hairpin turns elong northern forested slope of the
nountain, In this sector the gradients are very great and the
march on the alley is cumparatively ddfficult.

At the f£ifth turn in the footpath, which 1s at the Sukhi

Vrukh eite, third class footpeth BN III), leading to the Boyansko
lake branches off to the south leading down smell wooden steps,
while the first class footpath continues to climb. After 2 more
turns, third class footpath BN ITI5 goes off from the Dolns Magae
rishtiten site to the east. It also leads to Boyana lake and 1s
considerably less steep than the first footpeth. Signs have not
been placed &t the first or st the second turnoffe since the lake

is a rarely frequented tourist area,

Fram the Dolne Magarishtites site, the footpath continues
1o clixb through the forest in broed curves end leaves the forest
at the Yenevites site, Zhultate Skala Peak looms to the right of
the Yanevitsa mesdow, while Boyansko Lske lies below it ou the left.
The Yanevitse meedow is & beautiful and converient place to reat,
but 1t hae no water, so stops here are rare and short. On the
southeastern edge of the meadow a second cless footpath leeds off
to the "Kemen Del" tourist hut -- BN Iy, From here the main path
continues to the south, and some 80«100 m into the forest, turne %o
the east and then to the south. To the right of the twm is a plate
form on steep Borova Skala Rock} from 1t & beautiful view of the
valley of the Boyanska River and of Sofia opens cut.

-33 -
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Two hundred o 250 m frem the Borova Skals site tha Zootpeth

crosses the Petrovichke River, mekes an almost 90% twrn and goes
£ivet to the west and then to the southwest. Before the twmn 38 &
smell stone fowitain on the right of the path and in the rocks 20 m
sbove it, e spring. These are the £iret sources of water that the
hiker comes acrose along the footpath. Imediately across the
river s the "Chudneta Ela" end on the right ave yew trees, Both
sites sre described on page 18 of the gulde.

At the Drensks Skela site, where the footpebh twms from the
southwest to the southeast, a second claes footpeth, BN I, goes
off o the Boyane Falls end the "Momina Skala tourdst hut, From
Drensks Skals, golng southeast, the footpath follows along ebove
the fountain at the Svinyovete site and continues to wind upward.
The fountadn is located 50 m below the footpeth, but it is merked
by & sign, and a specisl path lesds to 4t. At the 3.600 km merker
ot the Svinyovete site, third cless footpath BN III. leads off to
the "Kemen Del" tourist hut. The first clase footpath, 500 m fare

ther on, comes out at the Karanova Livede site.

The Karenove Livade site is an importent ecrogasronds. A foune
tain has been built and benches and tables have been set up. On the
eastern edge of the meadow, to the left of the fountaln, starts third
class footpath BN IXl; leading to the "Kamen Del" touwrist hut, while
on the right, third class footpath BN III5 leads off to the southe
west to the "Momina Slala" tourist hut. The "Sredets” tourdst hub
45 south of the fountain, at the Kayasove livads site 1,080 m distent,
First the Pootpath leading to it passes through e forest, gradually
inclining upwards, for about 800 m, then it leaves the forent, cross=
ing a meadow covered with Juniper trees and comes out ab the “Sredets"

'3"".
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tourdst hut exactly at the northwestern cormer of the bullding iltself.
On the right and to the northwest is the end of third class footpath
BN III;), leading from the "Momine Bkala" to the "Sredets" tourist
huts, while & little higher up, on the southwest, third clase foot~
path BN III;, leading from the "8redete" to the "Rodina" tourist

hute branches off.

In addition, second class footpeth BN II, sterts eastwerd to
the "Kemen Del" tourist hut from the court yard of the "Sredets”
tourist hut,.

Beyond. the "Sredets" tourist hut, the footpath continues to
the south through an almost totelly bare end open reglon, passes
the playgrounds, and emerges east of the "Tintyava" towdst hut.

The footpath from Boyana to the "Sredets" tourist hut and
the "Tintysva" tourist hut is an old and popular footpath., It is
usable by hikers the year round, but it is more favored in winter
gince most of its length lies through a forest, end it is thus
sheltered from the wind.

The open part below the "Sredets" tourist hut is covered
with snow in winter but it le & first clase alley, the snow 1s

cleared ewey regulerly, and traffic along it is uninterrupted.
Second Clags Footpaths
Boyena-Semovitog B IT

The Boyana~Semovites-Bukare footpath begins at the nighway
to the restricted zone in the soutbern part of the setilement,
exactly opposite the young pine forest et the Semovitse site. It
crogees the wooden bridge over the Boyanska River and enters the

—35:-
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pine forest. In the forest it mekes a wide arc, passes the kyosk
at the Pozhara site, and emergze on the right bank of the Gusheva
Bara ravine, BHere third clacs footpath BN III; brenches off to the
nev highwaey et tlie Reltovets site and to the Belate Voda and Golyama
Livada sites.

Then this second class footpath goes almost due south along
8 horse cart track to the Tri Kladentei elte, vhere, on the right,
a fountain has been bullt, and it 1s convenlent to rest. A little
ferther along, it leaves the ruad at the Razkruska site, and fole
lowing the left bank of the Gusheva Bare ravine, cames out at the
Komins site, where it twms and climbs up the slope, About 100 m
above the turn 1t passes the fountain at the Lisichi Dupkl site.

Beyond the Lisichi Dupki site it continues to climb in nare
row, successlve hairpin turms after every straelght stretch of 100
to 150 mj efter passing the Turbosheke, Golemiye Kamuk and Izvoza
sites, 1t comes out at the Dolua Cheresha site, after which it fole
lows the cert trvack for a short stretch., At the Goleniya Kemuk
site 1s a spring which gives pure drinking water throughout most
of the year.

From the bolna Cheresha site, the footpath makes & wide src

firet toward the east and then to the south and pesses the Elata
slte. There it twms toward the Gorne Cheresha site and approaches
it on & rather steep incline, Beyond it the footpath goes west,
cuts across the moraine at the Leskite site, and upen reaching the
lover right flank of the Golyamoto Kopito site, twrns due south,
Third claes footpath BN 11119 shoots off to the right and %o the
northwest 60 to 80 m beyond the twrn. This footpath leads to the
Golyamoto Kepito site and frem there 4o the Malkobo Kopito site and
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the Melinavski roed. Ferther on the footpath turns to the south,
makes & hairpin turn to gadn altitude, and paseing the Chukenov vell,
emerges &t the Bukare site where it Joins second class footpath

KN II3, coming from the Karpuzioviyat Valog site.

The Boyana-Semovitsa-Bukare Pootpath 1o & direct one laid
out to facilitate hikes from Boysne to the "Planinets” and “Momine
gkala" tourdst hute. It vas leid out during 1954 and 1955, It 18

560 m [Pig] long end it tekes 1 hour and 50 minutes o traverse it.

mmtsa-"mmen Del" Tourist But-Sredots” Tourdst Hut
(BN ID)

The Yanevitse~Kamen Del~Sredets second class footpath
brenches off from the first class Boyana"Tintyava" tourist hut
footpath at the Yanevitsa site, sbove Boyana Leke., Up to the
"Kemen Del" tourist imt, it is steep and leads in a generelly southe
easterly direction. First 1t goes through & tunnel of young de-
clduous trees, then crosses the Pavliovo site end leads to the Bukite
site, where a fountein has been bullt end there are facilities for

rest,

Leading toward the southeast at e rether steep gredient, the
footpath passes the Golate Skala site, where it makes a wide twrm
and leads due south. Here too are 2 founiains near one asnother.
From this point the footpath twrms to the southwest, crosses the
Boyane water conduit, and emerges at the Kolev Geren site.

From the Kolev Geren site it goes stralght south, leaves the
forest, end enters the meadows below the "Kemen Del" tourdst hut,
where it 1o joined by the third class Karenove iivada-"Kamen Del"
tourist hut Pootpath (BN IIl7), which comes frau the wast., Togather
the 2 alleys enter the yard of the tourdst hut.

1-37-
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The third class "Namen Del" tourist hut-Kikish site footpath
(BN ZIT3) branches off %o the moutheast of the tourdet hut, vidle
the second class footpath makes & twn above tha towrist hut,'nm
goes off to the southwest end toward the "Sredste" tourist hut,
Eere again it crosses the water conduct between the Kamenno Em]
bullding and Boyans and the revine leading’bo the Govedarnike site.
It follows the left bank, twrns through a smell moredine, and then
goes stnisht south to a point ebout 200 m short otu 'l':he "Iredets"
tourist hut, Here the third class “"Sredets" tourdst hut-Kikish
site (BN IIIy) footpath hrenches off, The second claés footpsth
contdmues to the northweat to the yard of the "Sredets” tourdst
&t the southeastern end of the yard, -

The second class Yonevitsa-Kemen DeP-Sredets footpath cox.'x-.
nects the Boyans and Dregelevtsl sectors of the Vitoshe Mounteins
via the third class "Kemen Del® tourist mut-Kikish site footpath
BN IITg and the "Sredets" touwrist hut«Kikich site path mtnzg

The footpath is 2.950 km long. It takes 50 minutes 10 tree-

verse 1t.

"Bor" Tourist Hut-The "Boeritss Forestry Stetion"
the Balabena Ridge (BN II3) ’

This footpath 18 & new one laid out during the swiner of 195%e
It starts on the southeestern side of the towrdst hut, sikdwvts tim
building, cute toward the west along the upper reaches of the
Boyenska River, and crosses to ite left bank. At this patnt &t.48 ’
Joined by the third class fostpsth (BN IIT;;) coming from tha "Sepe . '
temvrl" towrdst hut., Fram here it goes to the soutimest thfnouah'a -
young conifercus forest, cuts through e swamp, anaarrim at ﬂw e -
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Prosoretoa site belov the Balsbana, Farther on it parallels the
ridge for & while, 'bhen -huma to the south and cute ‘acroBa “Lt. A
the crossing poi.nt 15 a broad, uncbatructed view of much of the pu'k.

A.fter croaaina the ridge, the footpath goes southeast through
8 conifercus foraat, then cubs across & mmall moreine whers drinking
vater can’ be .fo“unud,i and gradually turns Goward the south, Below the
Cheanate Skals Peek "Lt J.eac\is through' the coniferous forest, crosses
the IQnmetua ravine and emerges &t the first class lmyazhevo-"lhlcwm“
* fourtst hut :oar.path (m I3) and .’c‘ollcrvra it to the "Boeri‘hsa

forestry ntation.

The "Bor" tourist hu‘a-"Boeritsa" foo‘cpa.th has almoat no gres
djents Xt 5 & tru!.y circuitoua footpath which is nov being used
§onsﬂer&b1y., more than the footpath between the 2.a.bove-mentioned ,
polnts which passes the Chernata Skale Peak. |

Tuis footpath 18-1,950 km long, and it tekes about 50 minutes

to traverse 1t.

"

Drenske Skals-"Monine Skela" Tourist Hute"Bor" Tourist Hub
- .

The footpath leading to the "Momine Skale” tourist hut emd
the "Bor" tourist hut 1s a branch of the first class Boyena-"Sredets”
towrist hut-"Tintyeve" tourist hut (BN I,) footpath. It branches

" o£f Zrom the ivet path et the Drenska Skala site about 3 ku fram
the peginning of that footpath in Boyana. It climbs toward the
. southwest high on the right bank of the Boyanska River, through e
' deciducus forest of moderate mge. AL first it ie quite rocky and
disagreenble to the hiker, but later the surface changes %o soll
end the path lmproves.

P r—

~ Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Iéelease 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0

Approximately 460 m from its beglaning the footpath emerges
on A high snd open space, where third class footpath BN III;g, which
puaea the falls, branchaa c:t’i' from 4ts rt@t side toward the west.
Edghty meters higher wp it Jolns the foa‘opwbh leading to the "Momina
Skale" tourist hut agein, The diatancq from the Boyana Falle to
the "Monine Skele® tourist hut is sbout 1,400 m. Fomerly the old
footpath wae steep aa_ad tiring beyond this point, but in the autum
1954 it wes retraced &nd changeds Now from the £alls to the
Gazhovitea site, where & suall fcgnta;.in and rest facilities are lo-

cated, the climb is easy, with wide smooth cwurves.

The thixd cless footpath (BN ITTjg) fzam Gozhiovitse to the
Karanova Id.vaéa site turns off to the east at the Gazhoviitse site,
* while thet leading 1o the "Momina Skela" and "Bor" toudst huts
 leaves the Zoreat, crosses the meadow, and emerget s:b‘t‘hc bridge ,
over the Boymucke River east of the."Momina Skale” '!‘.ovxd.at hut,
At the upper end of the meadow above the hut 1% is Joine& by the ¢
th.h'd. cless footpath (BN mlg) vhich comes f£rom the Kexenove Liveda
site. ' '

®a

prom the "Mouioa Skale’ tourist kit upvards %he footpeth fol-
lovs & vide 61d track in & southerly directfon tovard the "Rodina"
touriot hute Befcre coming to the hut, the footpath crekses the
zntni‘ae Mostove«"Bor" tom'iat hut highwey and entexrs $he ¥yard of
the hut from the northeast. mrma the "Rodine” towrfst tut it
cuts ecross the highway aga:h?., goes up the stone staps $o the
"Pintyava” t_o\ms.e"t' hut, and enters the ysrd. .

From the "Tintysva" tourlst hut the fodtpeth twrps to the
southwest, snd mounting a elight rﬂ.ae,'capee out et the "Bor" tour-
dst Wut. | '

w bOom

Sy

e . PP A : ) ';’“ N
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0

The Drenskate Skala-Tintyava-Bor footpath is & major branch
of the first class Boyana-Sredets«Tintyava footpath. It is wsed
quite often and meny hikers prefer.to go up or down it instead of
going vis the "Sredets" tourist hut.

The footpath is 2,9 ku long. It takes 75 minutes to traverse
it,

Third Class Footpaths

vitsa-Rakovets (BN III

This branches off from the second class Boyane-Semovitsa-
Bukere footpsth (BN IIy). It 1s 1.8 km long. It serves to link
the Serovitse, Rakovets, and Belate Voda sites.

Svetata Vode-Boyana La BN II

This footpath is new and is part of the plamned Boyana-
Kikish footpath going via Boyana Lake., This will establish a cone
nection between the Dragalavtei and Boyana sectors of the Vitosha
Mountains. This path 1e 1.560 km long.

Boyana-Shilest uk Sites! a lake (BN III

This is the oldest route to Boyane leke. The footpath is open
and in places is quite steep and rocky. It is used mainly for the
descent from the lake., It is 2,2 lm long.

Sukhi VrukhBoyana e (BN I

Calculated from Boyans, the length of the alley is 1.5 km.
Tt connects the Boyana«"Tintyave" tourist hut path (BN Ip) with
Boyana lake. This is the steepest and shortest footpath to the
lake.
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ightites a lake (BN

This footpath also leads to the lake, It vranches off Lrom
the first class Boya.mo“'rintyava" gourist hut footpeth at the Dolna
Magarishtitea site., Unlike the preceding ones, this path has no
gradient at ell and is horizontal. It 18 meinly used in winter
when the footpath BN III} becomes icy. Celculated from Boysoa,

1ts length is ebout 1.7 lm.

Svinxoveta-"l(amcn Del" Tourist Hut (BN I115)

Thie branches off from the first class Boyana-"Tintyava.“
tourdst hut footpath et the Svinyovets site. T4 is used by visitors
to the hut who, in coming fram Boyane, do not wish to follow the
second class Yanevitsa-'"Kamen Del" tourist hut path (BN II,) ve-

cause of its steepness. This alley is 640 m long.

Karanove y,vada-"xamen Del" Tourist Hut (BN Ez}

Tds ie & branch of the first class Boyena-"Tintyeva' tour=
igt hut footpsth. It branches off toward the east at the Karancve
Liveds site. It is 630 m long. Together with the Knyenova livedes=
"Momina Skala" tourist ut footpath (BY 11115) it forms the shortest

youte between these 2 tourist huts.
"Kamen Del" Tourist Hube sh (BN

Tnis footpath is 1.l km 1long. It begins east of the tourist
mt and is used as & 1ink between the Dregalevtsi and Boyané sectors

of the Vitosha Mountains .
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;) ts" T at Hub 81

This footpath branches off from the sacond cless Yanevitsee
Kamen Del-Sredets footpath (BN IIQ) eagt of the "Sredets" tourist
hut. Tt ig 1,020 km long and Joins the "Kamen Del" tourist hut,
Kikish site footpeth BN IIIg. It ig the shortest connection be-
tween the Brezovites forestry stetion and the "Sredets" tourlst

hut.
"g te"-"Rodina" (BN III

The footpath from the "gpredets” tourist hut to the "Rodina"
tourdst hut 4s quite short. To the turn in the newly abuilding

highway, it 1s 270 m,

"wmwi"o"nor" (BN I1Iyg )

This footpeth begins 50-60 m to the southwest of the "Sep-
temvrl" tourist hut. It is e branch of the firset class Knyazhevo-
"Malchika" tourist hut footpath (X6 Ip). It is straight, makes no
turns, end has only en insignificant snd gradual incline. It,
along with third class footpath KN IIljo, forms the most direct con=
nection between the "Bor' tourist mut end the Zlstnite Mostove site.
It 1s 1.160 km long.

"Bor" Tourist Hut-"Bosrjtese” Forestry Stetion (Vie the

Chernate Bkels Peak) (BN I10)

This footpath is the oldest 1ink between the "Bor" tourist
hut end the "Boeritsa" forest house, but since the construction of
gecond class footpath BN II3 over the Balabans ridge, the traffic
along it has decreased considerably. It is 2.550 km long.

- l43 -
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Thie footpeth counects the highway with the "Beptanvri" toure
{8t hut end shortens the route to £his towrist hut from the "Momina
Skala" tourist hut, During the early spring and in autumn the foot=
peth is flooded and cannot be used, It is 300 m long.

Skala"«"Sredets” (BN ITIy) )

This is e streight footpath with no turns end a relatively
slight gradient. Its general direction 1s northwest to southeast.
It ia 780 m long. Tt 18 important only a8 & 14nk between the 2

tourist huts.

Keranove Livada=-"Momine Skala" Tourist Hub (BN I1T35)

This ig an intermedisry footpath connecting the first class

Boyana-"Sredets" tourist hut-"Tintyava" tourist hut footpath (8N Ip)

and the second class footpath which comes from Boyspa via the Boyane
Falls (BN II). It crosses the Geshovitse meadow., It is k90 m

long.

Boyana Falls (BN II114)

This footpath 418 known as the Falls footpath. It is & small
side footpath which takes visltors pelow the falls, then above them,
and then joins the footpath leading to the "Mamina Skala" tourist |
hut again. In same places the Pootpeth 1s quite steep. Its over-
all length 1s 370 m,

Boyans. Falls~Jkskavets Site (BN IIIJ;“

The footpath from the Boyena Fulls to the Skakavets site
branches off the falls path BN IXI,¢, crosses the Boyanska River

-hu.
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and emerges in the Skakavets Meadows. An old cart track leads from
the Skakavets Meadowe to the "Momina Bkala" tourist hut. This foote
path has been marked only ae far ag the meadowe and is 380 m long.

Gaghovitea va, 1dvada (BN

This footpath cerves &s & link between footpath BN II, lead-
ing to the "Momina Skale” tourist hub and footpath BN II leading
40 the "Sredete" tourist hut. It begins at the Gazhovitse fountain
and ends u.bove the Karanova Livade fountein, Its entire length lies

through e forest. It is 510 m long.

Cheresha-Golyemoto Kopito (BN IIn1g)

The Cheresha-Golyemoto Kopito footpath branches off from the
second class Boyana-Semovitse~Bukere (BN II;) footpath. Its purpose
45 to take hikers from the first footpath to Golyamoto Kopito Peak.
Tourists who heve came this wey may cootimue to the "Momine Skala"
tourist hut or %o the "Planinets" tourist hut via third cless foote-
path KN I1Ig leading from Golysmoto Kopito to Bukare.

STARTING POINT DRAGALEVISI VILLAGE (RD)

(Dragalevtel is one of the largest sub Vitosha Mountain vile
leges, It is on the deposit come of the Dragaleveka River, It is
a resort setblement. With its regular autobus line, Dragalevisi is
in fact a ssctor of Sofie. In almost all of the village ane can

see small but nice and golidly built hnugea. However it is legghs

in its city plamming. The city regulation plan has not been applied.
The vater supply is ilnadequate.

(The highwey leedding to the "Aleko" tourdst hut goes through
Dragalevtsi, A street car line to the settlement will be built in

bt e
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the very near future. A nev cable car line wae bullt betveen Droga-
Jevtsl and the Vitosha Nountaine in 1955« The lower 1lift statdon
{0 ebout one kn from the present autobus ptetion in the villege.

The upper one is belov the Bay Krustyo shelter.)

Dragelevtedl village ls in the northern foothills of the

Vitosha Mountains, 7 lm south of gofis, Ito aversge aliltude is

750 m. ;’

The trip to Dragalevtsi is made by bus. e baa starte from

the squave in front of the Pioneers' Palace. A bus stop is at the
begimning of the "Anton Ivanov" Bouleverd. :

The Pirst coach lesves for Dragelevisi at 0510 and the last
one leeves Dragalevtel at 2130, During the day coaches leave Sofia
every howr on the hour, and leave Dragalevtsi every hour on the

palf hour, The trip tekes 15 to 20 minutes.
Pirst Class Footpath

Drg.galevtai-"Aleko“ Tourist But (DR 13)

Length of the footpath T lan
Climb 1,050 m
Average gradient 15%
Hilking time 3 1/2 hours

The Dragalevtsi-"Aleko" tourist hut footpath is one of the
oldest hikers' paths and ncw one of the most heavily used. Firet
0ld cart tracks and steep paths were used, Since then, particu-
larly dwring the last 2 or 3 years, meny corrections have been made.
The gredient wes decreased gnd the condition of the footpath was

dmproved.
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The hikers' footpath begins at the bus otop located by the
bridge over the Dregalavske River at the lower end of the village.
The footpath follows the left bank of the river upstreem, crosses
the deposit cone of the river, enters the forest below the monastery,
and crosses to the right bank of the river by the highwey bridge.
There is also another footpath, DR Ilg, which follows the left bank
of the river, pusses the lover 1ift station &t the site of the
future restourent, end comes out at the above mentioned bridge.

The first footpath passes the fountain at the Marvovets gite as
goon as it 38 out of the village.

From the Lridge upwerds the main footpath follows the river
for about 1,200 my then it twme sharply to the left, follows the
slope of the mountain, some 500 m farther on emerges at the Golyamo
Gredishte site., This secticn has 2 other auxillary footpaths ==

one from the right bank of the river to the highway, end ane to

the left of the main Tootpath following along the ridge of the
Gradishbeto site.

The suxiliary footpaeth on the right side of the river, DR II3,
passes through some quite plcturesque places, First it follows the
river, passes many whirlpools, small waber falls end repids. Then,
after o series of steps, it pesses the pocl beside the river, enters
a thick juniper Porest, and emerges at the fountaln at the Pashs
Punar site, Continuing straight ahead after the £light of steps is
a footpath leading to the Yankini Pedini, Zeleni Del, snd Kikish
sites. The auxiliary footpath, after passing to the left of ths
wvater supply zone, becomes steeper in gradlent end leads through &
young Juniper and pine foresty with scattersd bixch trees to the
Belenslki fountain where there are good resting facilities. Then it
crosses the riverj et the small Na.nl:.ovo well, it joins the main foot=~

ithe
o W7 -
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The second auxilisry footpath, DR Iy, vhich passes to the
1eft of the mein path to the Gredishteto sive, is much steeper,
despite the hairpin turms it makes before emerging on top at the
Gradishteto eite. IU crosses under the cable-car 1line several
times and along its entire length provides a nice view of Sofie and
the Sofia plain. After emerging on top it goes 200300 n through
the meadow and Joine the mein footpath.

Higher up the mein footpath 1t crosses the highwsy end goes
through one of the widest meadows and most agreeable rest sltes.
It 18 covered with larger or smaller groups of beech trees. Here
are I rest sites equipped with fountalns, ‘tables, benches, and fire

places.

After passing the sheltexr, the footpath crosses the highway
once again and enters & thick pine forest through which, in several
hedrpin turns, it reaches the fountaln at the Vulchata Skale site
and some 300 m farther on, the Alekove Fountein. Then the footpeth
cuts across the Brezovitea-Fetrov Grob-Platoto ridge and appesxs
above the Romenski momument. Making en erc, it leads through
beautiful smell meadows and velleys and enters the yard of the
tourist but from the vest, There is another, suxillary footpath,
going to the tourist hut from the Alekova Fountain, DR 117. It
pesges the Petrov Grob site and then, with & change in incline,
Joins the main footpath above the Remenski monument .

The sector olong the Pootpath between the "Bay Krustyo”
shelter snd the tourist hut is very egreeable in sumer, but in
winter the 4rdp is made quite difflcult by deep anow and blizzexds.
That is why hikers prefer the trip by the highway in winter, vie

the Brezovitsa forestry stetion end the Romenskd monwsent from

nh‘an
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which they go to the tourist hut via the Romanski-"Alsko" tourist
hut footpath. '

The Dregalevtai-"Aleko" tourist hut footpath is cleared of
snow and in win‘cer'.ts. convendent for hiking, except along the sece
%400 Vetwodn tho shelter sl Yhe Alekova Fountain, It la not
suitable for skiing, Hovever @ ski path, ending at the lower 14t
_ntation Qt Dregalevied, is ne?rby-

o

_ ) In rainy veathe}c %he footpath does not became muddy, except
oo around the Gradishteto site and the shelter, whee 1t crosses open

= _ meadows.

Y. Sg' cotid Clags Footpaths

- Dragalevtei-The Monastery (DR )

B The footpath is 600 u long and itu greddent 18 betveea 10
end '15¢. It 4o the mout egreeable and comvenient hikers® nath to
. the Dregaleviel Mossaterys It was ledd out n 19556

This footpeth brenches off the mein Dragalevisie"Aleko"

© tourist hut hikers' footpath (DR Ij) Where it enters tha forest.

16 leads off to-the right aid goes to the northeast. It 1 cone
venient end a.g}'éea.ble Toy hiking » hes u well leveled surfece, and
emerges &t the monastery after only one bedrpin turn. Passing
through & tall and beautiful hornbeem fo;est, 1t crosses & beauti-n

. ful forest meamdow after lte firat turn, Above it are rest facili. .
ties which can be reached by a narrow path, The path then continues
through the forestj before emerging in the meadow at the monastery
it splits in 2. The right branch leade directly Lo the restaurant,

_while the left one, which is shorter and steeper, gmerges &t the

megdc;r located to-the right of the highway in front of the restaue

rent,

°

"’ug -
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D AATL) ~Platoto (DR

The Dregalevisi-Kikish-Platoto footpath begine at the foune

4ain et the Pashe Bunar site. This place is rea.;:hed via the
Dragalevtei-YAleko" tourist hut footpath. Betveen the Pasha Bunar
site snd the Kikish site the Footpath goes up & few steps with &
decorative railin};, pegses in short heirpin turne through & Juniper
forest, thcn through & mixed deciduous forest, and emerges by the
foustedp et the Yankini Pedini eite, 20 m below the highway. The
sowntatn &b the Yemkini Pedtni eite is wique, 1t is built in pro-
vinctel style, and has tebles and benches around it for rest.

Beyond the fountedin end 10 m ebove 'it, the footpath crosses
the bghvey lesding to the "Aleko" tourist hut, re-enters the forest
end imediately turns sharply to the left, at elmost a right angle.
It th;n parallels the highway.end Lafter some 100 m twrms to the ”
right and starts upwerds along the slcpe toward Kikish. Here the
footpaﬁh twists in almost con't;inual hairpin turns, c’r:;seea the
Zelend Del meadow, and continues with broader curves o emerge st
 the Kikish site. " |

The Kikish site is one of the nicer places to visit -« it
is & broad, open meadow with an excellent view and wany {lowers.

Exactly on top of the ridge, the footpeth leading to the
Platoto site breches GEf o the south fran the Wper part of the
meadow, while the footpath fram the Yenkini Pedtni oite comtimes
ﬂin 1ts 0ld sowthwesterly direction toward the "Kamen Del” and '
"Sredets” touristute (BN IILy), After folloving this route for
" about 200 m, oné comes %o & fountedn ith very cold drinking water. '

o

o

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01 043R001200110062-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0

The Kikish-Platoto footpath starte with & slight and pleasant
gredient, onoseing the meadow almost in the middie, About 300 m
farther on the gredient increnses end the vievw changes.

At the Vodnate Skela site, ebout 1,500 m from the Kikish
site, & short footpath brenches off to the left toward the Orlovo
Onezdo site (DR IIIjg), and 900 m ferther on joins the footpeth
leading to the Platoto site agein.

Nearing the Platoto site, the footpath follows a rare and
beautiful gorge between the rocks, turns in en arc up & very steep
glope above the left hand tributery of the Dragalevsks River,
crosses the tributary, which looks 1like & mountain stresm here,
and about 100 m farther on emerges at the footpath leading from
the Kominite Peak to the Piatoto site (DR 116). The footpath has
an exceptionslly elpine character in this section and presents &
splendid view towerd the Kominite site and the Dragalevske River

pase,

The trip along this footpath is agreeable, but there is an
inconveniencej drinking water 18 not frequently found along 1t
From the Kikish site to the tributery of the Dregaleveka River
there is weter at only one place, and this dries up during the hot
swmer montha, In vinter the upper pert of the footpath is inace
censible due to the deep snow drifts and blizzards,

The footpath 48 6,820 lm long end the trip takes 3 hours.

Note! In sddition to the footpath described above, another‘
wuxiliary footpath, DR III,, leads to the Kikish site., It starts
at the Buyaka site and emerges at the fountain.

-51-
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Second class footpaths DR II3 axnd DR IR, were described
along with firet class footpath DR I3 (frem Dregeleviel village to
the "Aleko" tourist hut).

sheThe " Krustyo" Shelter (DR IT

This footpath is & part of the mid-mountaln clrcumference
footpath, which goes from the "Sredets” touriet hut to the Kikish
site and continues 1o the "Bay Krustyo" shelter, the highway to
the "Aleko" tourlst hut sud the Brezovitea-/Illegible/ footpath.
It i [mumber illegible/ m long and is almost level, with slight
climbs and dips, The footpath begins a short distence before the
£irst twm enroute fram the Kikish site to the monastery, goes in
an eastesoutheesterly direction through a mixed deciduous forest,
cute soross 2 large moraines which are steeply inclined toward the
higiwmy ebove the monestery. Then, following ite old direction,

it sppesrs sbove the Drageleveka River pass.

At ‘the rocks sbove the river pess, the footpeth turns to the
south toward the Kominite Peaks, and passes, between steep rocks,
elong the only small, nerrow terrace there is. Then it continues
to the south to where the river's 2 tributaries merge. It crosses
them vis small, neat bridges, and goes along sbove the right benk
of the river toward the northenortheast. It has a slight upward
gradient toward the shelter. It crosses moraines and forests of
various types uf treesy then it turns emst end emerges at the highe
wey to the "Aleko" tourist hut et the turn by the "Bay Krustyo"
shelter itself.

Lovers of elpine nature take resl pleasure in the trip along
thig footpath.

.52 -
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The XKominite Peaks are the most importent end it would sonee
tines seem, the only objectives in the Vitosha Mounteins of interest
to mountain climbers. Until 4 or 5 years ego no peth lead to them,
They could be reached only by & goat path which followed the river,
Nov they can be reached from the Kikish site and from the "Bay
Krustyo" shelter by way of camforteble, interesting, end pleasant
footpaths,

The "Bay Krustyo" shelter~Kominite~Platoto footpath begins
at the sharp turn in the highway ebove the ghelter, Two emall haire
pin turne give 1t altitude as 1t goes off to the south-southwest,
high above the Dragelevske River. The footpeth passes through &
forest of mixed coniferous and deciduous vegetetion. In some places
it crosses smell moraines amd overhange the river. All alomg the
way the hiker can see the alpine view of the Kominite end; on the
other side of the river, high perpendicular rocks, High ahove the
rocke the hiker cen see the Orlove Glezdo, and above it, the body
of Kemen Del Peek. Without hairpins or tumms the footpath winds
along the folds of the slope to the river, crosses a smell bridge,
and after a short halrpin twm, climbs into the foothills of the
Kominite Peaks. The footpath to this point 1s 1,000 m long and
hed an aversge gradient of 15%. From there on up to the Platoto
site, the footpath follows a deep, steep valley to the left of the
Kominite Peeks, and 1s typically mlpine in appearance, In beeuti-
ful hairpine 4% climbe t41l the hiker has imperceptibly resched the
upper end of the Kominite ridge from which & splendid view opens
out toward the valley of the Dragalevska River, Kikish, Orlovo
Gnezdo, and Kemen Del.

Am—
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The footpath climbs Lo the plateau in shart, steep hairpins

over a flat, steep fir covered slope. It emerges high above the

Kominite, on a slenting meadow at the foot of the Platoto site.
Here it 1s Jolned by the second class footpath coming from the
Kikish site to the Platoto site (DR IL,).

After the merger of the 2 footpaths they twrn south, and
the gradient becomes considerably less. Crossing en open meadow
thickly planted with firs, the Tootpath jJoins another footpath =«
the "Tintysve" tourist hute-"Aleko" tourist hut=-Cherni Vrukh Peak
path == to the left of the "Ushite" shelter at about 1,100 m,

The footpath vwa lald out between 1952 and 1954k, It is 2.6
Im long. The trip takes 1 hour and 40 minutes.

Third Class Foolpaths
Drepalevskl Monsstery-Boyana lake (DR II5)

The Dregelevsld Monastery-Boyene Leke footpath is pext of
the lower mountedn clrcumference footpsth., It 1s an excellent
hiking route for one-dsy trips. It 1s 3.l km long.

Buyake~Kild sh=Platoto ‘DR 11> 2

This footpath leads off from the Buynka site sbove the
Dragalevoki Monsstery and joine the second class Dragalevisi-
KikishwPlatoto footpath at the fountaln.

tery~Cheghmate-Kilklal (DR

This 45 & emall counecting fouipath between the second
clasg Dragalevisi-Kikish-Platoto footpath (DR IIp) and the third
clage Buyske-Kikish-Platoto footpath (DR IIIp), It crosses the
steep moraine below the Zeleni Del site.

“ 54 o
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D levekl Monast

This footpath passes through & nice pine forest. It is
460 n long.

D vekl Mo QY deh (DR

' This footpeth connests the monastery end the Kikish eite,
passing through the Buyska site. The length of the footpath, from
the monastery to the Buyaks site, is 40 m.

Dra; vekd ap wlhe Iway Above Belenski (DR I

This is an old cart treck mede into & Pootpath, The gradlent
is quite steep.

\

D lev tery~Paghs Bunar (DR IIT

This 45 a wide footpath with an even gurface, It is 250 n

long.

Dragalevekl Monastery-blallkoto Gredfehte (DR IIIg)

This is & pert of the low mountain cdrcumference footpeth.

It 18 & promepade in the region of the monasbtery. It is 580 m long.

Beleggg-% ﬂm (DR IIE)

This footpath connects the Pasha Punar-"Bay Krustyo" Shelter=
nateko" tourdst hut footpath with the Dragalevtsi-"Aleko" tourist
hut footpath.

he0rl (nezd R IIT

This footpath is an suxilisry to the Kikish-Platoto footpath
(bR IIp). It is 980 m long.

-55~
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STARTTNG POINT SIMEONOVO VILLAGE (8M)

(8imsonovo ie cne of the relatively large sub Vitosha Moune
tein villages. It bas all the natural prerequisites for becoming
o resort center for the populatlon of Sofia. However it is legging
in city plemning. Not far ebove 1t 48 a beautiful coniferous forest,
nov a perk. The Bimeonoveka River, along which geveral pools have
been dug, flows to the east of the park. It 1 convenlent and agree-

able for ewimming in summer.

(Two rest homes belonglng to the trafe wnlone are sbout 1,200 m

above the village in the upper end of the pine forest.

(simecnovo villege is an importent and very convenient starte
ing point for hikes in the eastern part of the "Vitosha" Park., From
here convenient and egreesble hilking routes lead to the vegion of
the "Aleko" tourist hut, Cherni Vrukh Peek, the Dervishka Bachlya

site, the Bistritsa Reserve, etc.)

Simeonove village ie in the northern foothille of the Vitoshe

Mountadns, O km to the southeast of Sofis and on eu altitude of ebout

790 m. The trip to Simecnovo is mede by bus. Cosches stert from
the Squars at the Ploneers' Palace. A bus stop is on the right
Prout corner of the place yard.

The first bus leaves for Simeonove et 0510 hours end the last
at 2100 hours, During the dey coaches leave Sofia for Simeonovo
every hour (on the hour) and leave Simeonovo for Sofis every hour

(on the half hour).
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First Clags Footpath

SimeonovoeBregovitea="Aleko" T + Hut (8M

Length of footpeth 842 Jm
Cliub 1,010 m
Averege gradient 12.5%
Hiking time 3  hours

The Simeonovo-Brezovitesa"Aleko" tourlst hut footpath begine
at the lower end of the pine forest directly ebove the village. It
is reached by following Bellkata Btreet which starts at the school
nesr the bus stop, toward the forest. For the first 600 m the foot-
path goes through a beautiful pine forest. The stesp climb is
achieved by severel halrpin turms. At the upper emd of the forest
the footpath cmerges on & wide meedow, pesses the rest bame of the
trade union of workers of the Mindstry of Cometruction, end after
making 2 turns sbove the Belikete site, comes out at the founteln
above the Gorne Plocha site.

From the fountein et the Gorna Ploche site the footpath enters
& hazelnut forest. In some places it resgmbles & tunnel. After
naking only one twrn in 1,200 m, the Pootpath reaches & second
fountaln, at the Mela Brewoviisae eite, which hes resting facilitles.
Beyond. the fountain, the footpath continues through the hazelnut
forest for no more than 40O to 500 m and then emerges at the meedow
below the Zhelezni Vrate site. To the left of the rock at the
Zhelezul Vrnte site 18 a founteln and e coufortable place to rest,
and only 300 m higher up, to the right of the footpath, is an exe
tensive pond named "Bubreka," and also & fountein and rest facilie

ties,

[T TE——
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About 700 to 800 m beyond the pond, the footpath emerges Just
at the entrance to the court yaxrd of the Brezovitsa forestry station
on the highwaey leading to the "Aleko" tourist but. It follows the

highway fram hers to the Romenrki shelter, ebout 1,800 m, Here io

an agreeable place to rost -« the Tovetna Polysue site, which is

off to the left of the higlway, near the forestry otation, A monue
ment to the student Romenski, who died e tragic death in 1933, ie
at the upper end of the highway to the left and esst of the shelter,
A 1ittle higher up, et the twrn in the highway a temporary wooden
budlding, "Udernik," hes been built. The sites around the Romanski
monument and the tourdst hut are pleasant places to rest. 'I'hei-e is

good cold weter af the tourist hut,.

The distance from here to the "Aleko" tourist lmt is 800 m,
The route to the tourlst hut branches off fram the highway a little
before the hilg curve. At first the gradlent is slight, bub becomes
rother steep toward the middle of the path. Near the tourdst hut,
1t passes through an old coniferous forest and enters the tourdst
hut area from the northeast.

In vinter the footpath, except for the part which follows
the highwey, 1s not convenient for skilng becsuse of its steep
gradlient end sharp twne. Along the highway, however, when the
snow is thick and soft or wet, skilng ils poar because of the slight
gradient.

Second Class Footpaths

Simeonovo-Buda-"Aleko" Tourist Hut (sM IT1)

The Simeonovo=-Buda=-"Aleko" tourist hubt footpath has the same
starting point as the Simeonovo-Brezovitsa«'Aleke" tourist hut

.58.
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footpath, The best way to reach i%t'is to follow Bellkata 8treet.
As it enters the pine foreat, .'bhé footputh'divides fanelike, di-
rectly after the firet bridge, into 3 routess The right branch .
loads to the Brezpvitea forestxy éta'hi.on. '.Eho other 2 branches
conltitute the main brenches of the i‘ontmth netwark of tho

Simeonovo Parke . These 'bra.nchea take one acraas tho pe.rk to the -
artificial pend 45 the river v'elley beyona tb.e ye.rk. , e :".. v,

Frem the ::wd the footpath continuea t\pltream along the
Simeonoveka REver, crocaes“to its ;eft bank and beck egein several
times, climbs sgue 150 m 8ad then males & eherp left tum. Kvout
300 m above tha £irsh poud 4o & pedond pond, as we;;l as & small -
pool in the viver, close by. Leading aluost straight ‘upward, ‘th'e
footpath emerges 8% the Smto kitg;' |

The footplth deals fram Sovato-to the Buda site end to the
Pine forest above the Yenchevska River, which flows toward the
Bistriton village. Yare'dt leads Zor the most part through meadows,
vas a alight gradient, a&xd nekes sngﬁt turns which follov the toe
pography. Near the pine foreet the view opens out over almoa“o the
entire Sofia plain. and on the ea.sh, to the valleys of the Yanchev- v
ske River, the Blotrites m.vcr, end to the nei.ghborl.ng he:l.ghrbs. To -
the left of the footpeth, 100 n before it enters the forest, 19 &L

nice spring with cautomble :aemuu for mt.

. Fram the meadows the ;Wm leads fto & thick pine forest, | v ..
cuts across a emall paraine, soze 20 m velovw vhich 1s & fountein 1n
s omell forest mesdaqw, From this mt on the footpath crosses
mumerous suell mesdows and speree woodaandthen emerges in the
open above the valley of tlie rimchqel.&_ River. Here cue of the

o

most plcturesque scenic v‘i;.wfq(;p p}ie"mmmtains opens out, The

059-
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* ontire Dervishia Bachiys aite, the old nursery, the valley of the .
" Yancheveka River,. the.valley of the Stentsiite Rivex vith tts  °
5 mrous moraines, the point where the 2 rivera cbme 'bosethor,

thc Mladeta » Katunishte, and Reznyovete ;penka, ekc, can be  °

o
o4

~C.':msili:m; the '!anchevsha.'Rd.ver,'tha Tootpath twrns sherply

v" ‘11"0 the right end emerges on the roed lgading from the Brezovitse .
S tmntry station to the Kexkune ni’ce (a4 I%p), the preserve, end

. the Bistritsa village, It follovs thls road to the right for sbout
200 m apd then turns upvard to the léft, and 700 n upstresm reaches
the Romanski monunent. At the bridge over the Yanchevsla River is

8 resting i)la_ée vﬂ,th a'pqnd, a“fov.mtain; a fiveplace, benches, etc,.

h'om the br:l.dse the footpath follows the river upstrea.m,
cuts across it sweral times s and then laads through the Juniper
and beech fm-ests. N The footpa‘bh d:lvides before it rea.ches the
Rouenski mommen*b. The right bre.nch 15 short = only 80 m long -
and z'\ma to the highvmy which 1eada to 'bhe momment, while the :
1eft braach contumes upwa.rd and Jo:l.ns tha foat:pe.th from. the Ro-
’ maaaki ahelter to the "Aleko" ‘courist hus which we mentioned :Ln
descw:ug the Simeonovo-.nrezovma-"meko" fourist hut footpa'bh
(=t n).

e Simecnovo-Buda-"Aleko" tourist,hut fo'utpath;wili ve
. used z:mt:h° in the future., It is the s"horteet and n;ost picturesque
route betveen Sofia and the "Aleko" tourist hut. It hes the
sldghtest posaible gradient and's rich adversity of facilities,

.- and it leads through beautiful sites. Between the Yencheveka

i . River and Simeonovo it is convenient for skiing. It is T.250 ku
long, has an average gradient of 12.5%, and it takes sbout 3 houwrs

to traverse it.
- m -
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The Brezovitoa«Karkums footpath le a part of the middle
nountain circumference too‘t:path. It mekes the connection between
the regions sbove the Dragalevtel and Simeonovo villages in the
piddle mountain zone on the ane hend, and the region of the Blse
tritea villa;le on the other. This footpeth begine at the Drege=-

. Yevtsi~Romanski monument highwey, 260 m from the Brezovitse

- . fore;w sta.‘oién, an;i gnds a‘c. ’the forestry stetion at the Karkume

' fsi.te, vhsre it Joinh the B!.atr:uee. village="Aleko" tourist hut
footpe.th. I'b '.'.s 3 3)0 Im 1ong.

'lb

'I'hn ﬁrat sect:lon, Prom $ye Rigivay to the Yanchevska River
is about 1.5 km long, and cutn shreugh a dense 20 to 30<year~-old
pine forest. In the 1cwer par's of $he forest it crosses the large
Tevetna ueadaq. v

Aﬂ:er crossing the Ianchewka River, the footpath enters the
Dmishka. Bachi.ya. aite ) which stretches between the valleys of the
Yanchevska and.- Btan‘baii‘be r&vern. Fbe footpath nekes a convex arch

'~ to tha &wtai:lte River. It cx'mol ¢he river, climbs up to the

~ Posledetn site, turns aharply to the right and, at the same slight
gredient, leads to the nesdovs aud farestry station et the Karkua
nite. ’

Tiird Class Footpaths :
Tevetna Po Bite-P b«Pla; SM IXI

- The tootpa;.h connecting the Ssvetna Polyana eite with the
. Platoto site passes through tha Petyov Grob site. It begins at
“the highvey lesding to the Roushski momment end joiss the "Mutyeva
. tourist hut-"Aleko" tourist hut footpath. It 48 630 m long.

- Ol =
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STARTING POINT BISTRITSA VILIAGE (B8)

(Bietritea 1o one of the largest sub Vitosha Mountaine vile
lages., It was established during the Middle Ages, first as an ore
mining village for the production of iron. It is on & %errace be=
twveen the Vitosha and Pls.ns.'mounta.i.ns. The population is engaged
in agriculture, livestock breeding, and stone quarrying.

(Bietritea villege 1is becoming an excellent resort settlement.
An entire sector of cottages has already been budlt In the wpper
part of the village where the Yencheveke end the Stars Reka rivers

mnerge.

(Bistritea 1is a starting point for hikers toward the higher
regions of the park ~-- the "Aleko" towriet hut, Cherni Vrukh, Reze
nyovete, Golemiye Kupen and Skoparniks peeks.

(The Bistritss resexrve -- the largest and best preserved
coniferous forest in the Vitoqha Mountaing «~ i8 3 km above the
village.)

Bistritsa village is on the northesstern slope of the moune
tein 17 km east of Sofia, at an 860 m of eltitude.

The trip from Sofie to Bistritsa is made by bus. The Zhe-
leznitea village bus leaves Vuzrazhdane Square in Sofis at 1500
hours, and leaves Bistritea at 0730 hours. Bistritse can also be
reached by speciel coach starting fram the "Graf Ignatiev" Street
bridge. However the coaches do not yet go all the way to the vile
lage but stop at the "Mlada Gvardiya" Cooperative Imn (Bunkera),

3 ¥m from the village. The first coech leaves Sofia at 0530 hours.
The 1last bus leaves Bistritsa village for Sofia at 2005 hours. The
trip takes 25 to 30 minutes.
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Pixsy Class Footpath
tﬂﬁ'" " T

Length of the path

C1.4mb 950

Aversge gredient 10%
Duration of cliwb 345 hours

The Pootpath begins in the southwestern part of Bistritsa
villege, nesr where the Stera Reka and Yanchevska rilvers merge.
One reaches the footputh by following the signs from the main

square in the center of the village,

The convenience and advantage offered by this foolpath lie

in the fact thet it enters the mountains Just at the wvillage. The
noment the hikar has set foot on it, he is in the foothille of the
Vitosha Mountaine, The footpeth immediately mounts the left bank
of the Stara Reks River, crosses a recently planted forest, traw-
verses deep, dry velleys by means of beautiful little bridges and
dikes, and sbout 1.5 km farther on, crosses o the other bank of
the river via a unique bridge. For sbout 1,5 km until it reaches
the great falls of the river the footpath has a plessent, minimal
gradient, Here, by the falls, e bridge and a kyosk have been bullt.
A 1ittle higher up, tebles and benches have been placed by the cold
gpring, This offers not only a place to rest during the course of
a hike, but also a practical and agreeable camping ground for over-
night hikers coming to the falls,

Just above this site, the footpath entere the great Bistritse
Reserve, Once within the reserve it follows the river, sametimes
slmost at the water's edge, sometimes & little farther from it. It

- 63 =
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cropses the river more than 10 times via beautiful little wooden
bridges with unusual latticed rallings.

Afver passing through the Mekhanchoto site, e meadov 8 1ittle
above the point where the rivers which fiow down from Skopernike
and Golemiye Rezen peaks merge, the footpath turps sherply to the
right, pesses below the Golyemata Gremade site, and after some
1,200 m, emerges on the wide meadows et the Karkuma site, 7.540 km
from Bistritse villsge and 2.1 km from the "Aleko" tourist hut.

The footpeth has 2 branches lesding to this point. The first is
on the left (BS III3). Tt is & nerrow path =- 1,20 m wide -- which
leads some 200 m to the Golysmate Gramade site == & huge stone

"river" 80 m wide in some places end over 1 lm long.

The less direct peth crosses the Gramede site and Joins the
footpath leading to the "Ajeko" tourist hut egain. Another branch
turne to the right 420 m above the first branch and leads to the
Pogledets site. It is a foutpash of normal width and links the
reserve with the footputh leeding fram the Karkums site to the

Bregzovitsa forestry station (&4 III;).

The Karkuma site has & small forestry station, e fountain,
tables, and benches. The wide sunny meadows 8t the Karkuma site
are covered with a multicolored carpet of flowers from early spring
to lete sutumn. A Pootpath branches off to the right fram the Kere
kume site toward the Brezovitsa forestry station.

Between the Karkuma site and the "Aleko" tourlst hut, the
footpath pesses uninterruptedly through beautiful forest neadows,
woods and cleerings carpeted with fir needles. Bight hundred meters
beyond the forestry statlon 4% crosses the moraine above the Stentele
4te River vie an ornate bridge 50 m loug -- the longest foot bridge

- 6l -
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over a moraine in Bulgaria. High sbove the bridge, on the river's
left bank is a resting place with tables and benches.

Beven hundred meters higher up is the Mecha Polyans site ==
the most beeutiful rest area in the reglon of the "Aleke" tourist
hut, Above it, the footpath passes through & juniper forest and
emerges into the yaxd of the tourlst hut at the cable car station.

A footpath lesding to Piperkate Pesk (BS III3) branches off
to the left sbout 300 m mbove the Kerkuma site. It joins the Mechs
Polysna-Golyamiye Kupen footpath. On the edge of the Mecha Polyena
site a footpath branches off to Skoparnikas, Kupena, and Chernq. Vrukh
peaks (BS IIy).

The Bistritse village-"Aleko" tourist hut footpath does nob
get muddy during the rainy season, except for the short section be-
tween the village and the river, where the soil is clayish,

In winter it is dlfficult to traverse because of drifis and

heavy snow., It is not suitable for skling.

Second Class Footpaths

Derviohla Bachiye~"Aleko" Tourist Hub ‘Bs II;}

This footpath is a part of the important Bilstritsa village-
"Aleko" tourdst hut route., It brenches off from the Brezovitea-
Karkuma footpath (84 ul) going toward the tourist hut at the old
tree nursery &t the Dervishka Bachiys site. It 18 2 km long. Here
the gradient is between 10 and 20% and slong some short stretches,
over 20%, Almost at its very beginning, the footpath starts to
curve, with & slight hairpin turn, through the meadow above the
"Razoadnike" nursery. It passes through an old coniferous forest

and emerges at the Vioroto Runo site =~ & broad, flat meadow.
- 65 -
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Fran here it goes vestward through wooded aress of verying
kinds and different ages and emerges in the meadov at the Tretoto
Guno site. Here the footpath goes along the edge of & beautiful
moraine, cropsses lis western part, and re-ecnters the forest, OStill
leading westward the footpath, & few hundred meters farther on,
enters the yard of the "Aleko"” tourist hut at the cable car stop.

YA " Tourist P I

The "Aleko" tourist huteKupene Pesk footpath, 4,840 km long,
1links the "Aleko" hiking center and Skoparnike and Kupena peaks.
Tt hes a slight gradient averaging 4 to 6%, with a meximm of less
than 10%, It begine at the Mecha Polyana site with a slight gra-
dient, cuts across the high mountein meadows and morsines, and
descending, leads to one of the tributarles of the Stara Reka River,
The footpath leads along below the Reznyovete Peak, bypasses the
Piperkata Peak and the Bistrishki Reserve, and describes an arch
through this region with its open side towexd the reserve. The

terrain 1s open and offers & beautiful scenic view on all sides.

After crossing the tributery of the Stara Reka River, the
footpath crosses meny other streams, brooks and moraines, and enters
the high plateau between the Skoparnike end Kupens pesks. It
crosses the plateau, on en almost level gradlent, for about 800 m

and comes out at Kupens Peak.

About 2,5 km from the Meche Polyens site, in the middle of
the path, and 400 to 500 m after it crosses the firet tributery of
the Stars Reka River, another path brenches off to the right leadw
ing up the slopes of Skopernika Peak, to Cherni Vrukh Peek (BS II3).

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 - CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0

The Skoparnike-Cherni Vrulh peaks footpath linke the foot-
hills of Skoparnike Peak with Chernld Vrukh Pesk and is 2,510 kn
long. It branches off fram the "Aleko" tourist hut-Kupens Pealk
footpath (BS IL,) sbout 400 to 500 m from the point where it crosses
the first tributary of the Stara Reke River., At firet the footpath
hae a steep gradient. Then it climbs to the watershed ridge between
the Btera Reks River and the Strume River besins, which is the high
platesu connecting Slopernike Peek and Golemlya Rezen Peak.

After leeving the Golemiys Rezen Pesk reglon the footpath
turns to the right, winds between the rocks below the Golemiya
Rezen Peak, passing rocks and stone blocks of wmuseual forms, and
emerges on the slanted slope between Golemlya Rezen avd Cherni
Vrukh peaks, There, Cherni Vrukh Peak itmelf, with its ohserva-
tion station can suddenly be seen. The gradient here is slight.

The footpath goes up Cherni Vrukh Peak, following an almost straight

1ine to the top.

The Skoparnike-Cherni Vrukh footpeth is & real pleasure for

lovers of high mountein scenery to follow.
Third Cless Footpaths
P g-Rezervata (BS

The Pogledets-Rezervate footpath is a link between SM II
and BS Ig. It connects the Dervishks Bachiya site region with the
Bistrishki Reserve region. It 1s 1.2 km long.
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Narlome Piperinte (85 IXIo)

This footpath branches off from the main Bilstritee villege-
"Aleko" tourist hut footpath sbout 300 m from the forestry station
at the Xerkuma site. It 46 used ae & direct connection between the
pites mentioned, bypasoing the touriet bhut. It e 1,070 lkm long.

STARTING POINT KLADNIISA VILLAGE (KL)

(Kladnitee is o small settlement lying along the 2 banks of
the Klednitsa River, at an altitude of sbout 1,000 m, According to
Pavel Deliradev, its nesme comes {rom the name morel, & mushroom
which ebounds in this vicinity. It is also possible that the name
comes from the word Kladiya, which indicates a specisl method of
arranging wood vhich is to be used to meke charcoal.

{Kladnitse village includes Rudarsis Hamlet, which wae &
part of Rudershtitse -~ & former center of the ore industry., Rich
coal deposits have now been discovered and are being exploited here.
There is a group of minerel water springs by the village, with a
flow of 220 1/m. The water is colorless, has & pleasant, mild taste,
and hes a temperature of 25°C,

(Not far to the east of the villege in the Vitosha Mountains
i8 the Kladnitse Monastery, "Sveti Nikola Chudotvorets." The
monastery is very old, and despite the walls protecting it, has
been destroyed several times., Its latest restoration dates from
1841, )

Kiadnitee villege is on the western slope of Vitosha, sbout
2l km to the southwest of Sofis and 10 km south of Rayko Daskalovo
village. Ite aversge altitude 1s 1,000 m.

- 68 -
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The trip from Sofia to Kladnitea village is made by street .
car to Knyazhsvo, then by bus to Rayko Daskelove village, and then
on foot through Murchaevo village. Coming from Rayko Daekalovo vile
lage other than on foot, it 1s better to go via the Drasl:chevo raile
road station instead of through Murcheevo village.

Klednitea is the principal starting point toward the Vitoshe .
Mownteins for Dimitrovo hikers. They can reach the village directly
by bus or truck from Dimitrove, or can take the train to the bragi-
chevo railroad station. .

Dregichevo is a railrosd stop on the Sofis-Dimitrovo railroed”
line. All pessenger trains stop there.

The trip from Sofie rellroad station to the Dragichevo raile
roed station takes 40 minubes. From there onme hour and & hals of
valking brings one to Kladnitse villege. In mll the trip from Sofile
railroad station to Kaldnitse village takes about 2 hours end 10
minutes, )

The trip from Dimitrovo city to Kladnitsa village by train
and on foot also takes 2 hours. By direct bus or truck it ta.kes'
only 40 minutes.

The miveral springs at Klednites and the swiming poo.l which ~
has been constructed at Ruderske hemlet will soon enliven this starte
ing point end increese the nmumber of hikers visiting this pdrt of
the mountaine,

Because of its geographical location, mineral waters, abd

agreeable cliuete, Kiadnitea village has a great potential for des

velopment as en excullent mountain resort, as well,

“« 69 =
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»'"'Se ga" Towrdst Hub«"Ostrdtsa” Toure

Length of Zootpath L 4,670 kn

Climy - - - 70 m
Average gradient’ o 15%

Walking time® 1 hour and 30 minutes

The I{Ladn:ltsa-"Oatr:l.taa" tourist hut footpath begine at the
eaater.n edge of the villase » first following the highway leading '
to ‘che "Bewnitau“ ‘courist hut along the bank of the Yordan River,
Below the “Svetl. Nikola." Monastery et the Plachi Skale site, it
leaves the b.‘t.ghvay, wh;tg:h mekes & wide arc to the northeast. The
footpath continues straight ahead along the right bank of the river
to the “Selimitsa" :ccu.rist hut, It enters the yard of the tourist
hut tran the vest, turns north, passing the Playgrounds, end emerges
st the Lenishte site in the meadows above the tourist hub,

Here the footpath tums fran the north to the northeast by
meens of 2 -hedrpin tuwrns, climbs above Father Petrushin's sheepcote,
from which 1t continues in.the seme direction through &, yaung, '
sparse foreat. It "continues in this direction to the !abulkata

. slte, where it crosses ‘cho mora.:l.ne stretcbing to the Mexkov Nozh
site a.nd begtne to climb umrd

Hete, Just beyond the mora:l.ne, water can be found among the
moraine vocks. The water 18 clean. and -safe for drinking From the
morgine upward, the foetpath 1s ateep, cl:l.mbing in, broad hairpin
‘turns to the ridge, amane the atcmea on the left 18 water also good
for drinking. B .
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. .

. The Golinate ridge commands a broad view of Reyko Daskalovo

", village, the Lyulin Noustains, Dimitrovo city, the "Lenin" DB
'(I;urzhaven netaluzgicheh zavod, State Metallurgical Plant) end the
lake at the "Studeme" Dam, At this point the footpeth twme eest-
northesst and sbout 100 m from the tourdst hit, it s Joined, by
footpath KD II; coming from Reyko Iia?ka.loyo villege on the left.
The path then emerges on the vestern side of the yerd of the tours
tot mt. .. ' .

The Kiadnitee village-"Selimitea" tourist hut-"Ootritss"
taurist.hut path 8 of primery importence to those wenting to enter
the park fran its western side vith Kladnitsa villege es the starte
:l.n; pod.nt.. Up to the "Selimitsa" tourist but the footpath is 'old
and needs corx;ection. a_nd repalr. From Kladnitse to the "Selimitea"

 tourdet hut the.foot;ﬁath is 1.747 km long end from the "Selimitsa"
. tourist ut to the "Ostritsa" tourlst hut it is 2,923 km, Its
‘total length 1a 4,670 . ‘

The valking tiue along the footpath s as followsi 30 mivutes
from Kiadnites villige to the "Selimitsa" towrist Lut, and 70 ninutes
from the "Selinttea" tourdst hut to the "Optritsa’ bourdst hut . The
hike from Kiadnitss village to the "Ostritss" tourist hut takes, in

“all, about 90 mdnutes. o ' :

STARTTNG POXVE RAYKO DASKALOVO VILIAGE (RD)

(Tis village wes called Visdays.ustil the begimning of 1954
when it ves renamed after the noted agrerien Rayko Daskalov. During h
World War I 1% ves the center of milita.ry aéiqivities whizzh brought
sbout the repression of the "goldders' rebql'lioﬁ" and the destruc-

%on of thé "Radouir Republic" established by Rayko Daskslav,

n?ldt .c’ s
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(This village was formerly an ore mining and charcoal settle=
ment, but now the livelihood of its population is redically differ-
ent. Several quarries Irom which first cless stone i produced are

now found in the vicinity of the village.

(Governmental, student, and other sanatoria are north of the

village in the foothills of the Iyulin Mountains.)

The village is 14 lm southwest of Sofia and 6 ¥m from Knye=
ghevo. It is on the northvestern slope of Vitoshs, at an altitude

of about 850 m.

It ie linked with Sofia by a railroed line and a first clase

paved highway.

Al) pessenger trains operating elong the Sofie«Dimitrove
reiiroad line stop at the Rayko Daskalovo railroed station, During
the summer, the trip to the villege cen be made on Sundaye and holi~
deys with an "I" category railroed ticket which is 50% cheaper than

the reguler fare. The trip takes about 30 minutes.

The trip to Rayko Daskalovo village can also be made by
street car No 5 to Xnyaghevo and the "y" bus 1ine from Knyazhevo
to the village.

The firet coach leaves Knyaghevo at 0525 hours. The last
car leaves Rayko Daskalovo for Knyazhevo at 2400 hours. The
coaches leave every hour on the half hour from Knyazhevo and every
hour on the hour from Rayko Daskalovo for Knyazhevo.

They leave from a point across from the steps leading to
the pine forest on the main gtreet in Knyaghevo, and in Rayko
Daskalovo from & point on the main squere across fram the "Moskva"

restaurent.
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There are 3 stops along this bus routes et the 10 ke marker,
from vhich the "Turekiys put" road leads to the Golyame Livada sitej
snother at the Cherniya Xos site, from which & road leads to Mount
Iyulin and to the Kiselishte site and the "Belite Brezi" tnurist
huty the last stop in on the highway leeding to the sanatoriunm.

The bue trip from Reyko Daskalovo to Knyazhevo takes 15 to

20 minutes, and the service is speedy and rellable.

First Claess Footpath
Reyko Dagkalovo-Zlatni Mogtove="Malchike" Tourist Hut (RD .I.ﬂ

Length of the footpath 6.1

Clinbd B m
Average incline 2%
Duration of trip 2 hours and 30 minutes

The Rayko Daskalevo-Zlatni MostoveeMalchiks footpath begins
Just above the maternity home in the southeastern part of the vile

lage sbove the church. It goes first to the southeast, following

the left bank of the Viadiyaskata River for ebout 200 m, then turns

and climbs, and again goes gouthesst through the lower end of the
young pine forest at the Bgehishte site. Then it twms south end
climba slightly along the left bank of the river and emerges on the
ridge at the Denina Niva site. It then continues to climb along
the ridge at & very slight gredient to the Vadite site, from which
second class footpath FD IIp brenches off to the Musicologists'
tourist hut and the "Dimitur Blagoev" tourist hut.

From the Vadite site the footpath leads through & young beech
forest vest of the lLipata quarry, and at a distance of 200 to 250 m,
crosses to the right bank of the Viadayske River over a solid wooden

“« T3 =
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bridge. There is & small fountain about 150 m high up at the
Pankyovoto site, around which resting benches have been placed on
emall terraces. A meadow, & pleassnt place to rest, is on the
other bank of the river. Tt has fireplaces and sunbathing areas.
The Pankyovoto site is the first confortable resting place on this
footpath since it left Reyko Deskalovo village. '

After the Pankyovoto site the footpath passes to the right
of the trade union cottages and the river bridge where the highwey
from the Plochata Quarry ends snd comee to the fountain at the
Mishkovoto site. Beyond the fountedn at crosses the small Korubate
meadow and emerges at the Khaydushkoto Vitlo site, Here are places
for resting and svimming in the river, but there is no drinking
water. After & steep climb to the Knhaydushkoto Vitlo site, the
footpath crosses the Izsplrska meadow to the Pazarishteto site.
Here, after crossing several small bridges over the river, the
Kukugelska peth, which leads to the "Dimitur Blegoev" tourist hut

(RD III3) branches off to the right.

A small stone fountain has been built at the Pazarishteto
site and a teble and benches for resting have been placed here.
Leaving the Pagarishteto site, the footpath graduelly angles eway
from the river, crossing & besutiful site planted with beech and
Juniper trees, afier which 4t emerges st the Boymne~Zlatnite Mostove

highway, about 50 m north of the bridge ecross the moraine.

From the Zlatnite Mostove site the footpath continues along
the highway to the Militery Rest Home (VV8) and up to the Plaviloto
site, also known s tovers' Island. There it leaves the highway
apd, after croseing the bridge over the Vladayske River, goes

through the forest toward the southeast. It passes consecutively

-Th -
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through the Sredne Gora and Bulikoto sites and emerges at the
fountain on the newly laid out cert track leading to the "Boeritsa”
forestyy station. Here it crosses the road and, following along
the edge of the Golemiya swamp, emerges above it. Then 1t makes 2
wide twms through a tall beach forest and jolns first class foot=
path XN I;, coming from Knyazhevo, about 150 m northeast of the
"Malchika" tourist hut.

The section of the footpath between Rayko Daskalovo village
and the Zlatnite Mostove site 1s the easiest and most accesslble

path into the mouwntains.

Second Class Footpaths

Rayko Daskelovo "Ogtritea” Tourist Hut (Broks) (RD II7)

At first this footpath goes west slong the highwey past the
village soviet. Before reaching the Gypsy quarter, it leaves the
highwey and turns south. At the Lishkovitse site it emerges on
the highway leading to the stone quarries and follows 1t to the
Plochite Querxy. From there the highway to the trade union cottages

goes off to the left and east.

The footpath leads to the "General Vinarov" GQuarry vie the
main highwey. Above it, Pollowing along the right edge of the
moraine, it climbs to the Yurushkd bridge, crosses the moraine
from east to west, and continues toward the south, this time along

the left edge of the moraine.

Above the Yurushki bridge, the footpath goes through mesdows
and crosses the Murchaevski cattle run, below which, in the rocks,

is drinking water, to reach the Miovi Orhitel site. Here the

-75.
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footpath leaves the valley and enters the forest which is deciduous
st first, gradually blending towsrd coniferous. The path twists
through the forest, climbe, and emerges at a small meedow where it

crosses the sowcalled Murchaevske brook.

Beyond the brook the footpath goes to the south, cuts across
the revine leading up from the fountain below the "Ostritsa" toure
ist hut, and Jolns first clase footpath KL Ig coming from Kladnitea
village. Togather they enter the ysrd of the hut from the west.

This footpath 1s 7 km long and the hiking time 1s about 2
hours and 30 minutes,

Vedite Site-'Dimitur Blagoev" Tourist Hut (Fonfon) (RD II,)

The Vadite site-"Dimitur Blagoev" tourist hut footpath is
the direct link between first class footpaths RD 17 leading to the
Zlatnite Mostove site and second class footpath RD 115 leading to
the "Dimitur Blagoev" tourdst but. It starts at the Vedite site
where 4% branches off on the right and to the south from first
class footpath RD IT » leading from Reyko Daskalovo village to the
Zletnite Mostove site., It makes & slight turn and climbe gradually
along the Goli Rid ridge. Here it passes through a young deciduous
forest, following for the most pert an old quarry romd. It crosses
the highway which leads from the quchite Quarry to the trade union

cottages, and which continves to the south.

After crossing the highway, the:footpath follows elong the
vestern edge of the meadows, re-enters the forest, and efter a few
hairpin turns emerges again on the quarry road below the former
“Iveto":Stone Quarry. There is a spring with good drinking water
on the right below the footpath, From here the footpath follows
an 0ld cart track and passes consecutively through the Renchovs

-6 =
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Livads, Mechiya Gyol, and Nikolini Iivadi sites) then it emerges on
the morasine at the Zedmuro site.

At the Zadmuro site the footpath crosses the right bank of
the moraine and after several consecutive hairpin turms emerges at
the Vledayski Konyarnik site wast of the Musicologist's hut, TFrom
the hut the footpath goes to the southeast, paseing through a beauti=
ful young forest of birch and juniper trees and emerged on the meadow
in front of the Radio Bofie tourist hutp there it ie joined by the
Kukuselske path (FD III) coming from the north.,

From the Redio Sofia tourist hut the footpath continues to
the south, crosses & nice looking birch bridge over the left tribu-
tary of the Klokotnitsa River, end enters the yard of the "Dimitur

Blagoev" tourist hut fram the north.

The length of the footpath 1s k.5 ko, The trip takes 2 hours.

Rayko Daskalovo-"Belite Brezi" Tourist Hut-Zlatnite Mostove
(B 1)

Thie footpath starts at the southeanstern end of the villege
at the Rudishte site, near the automobile road from the Lipsate
Quarry to Rayko Daskalovo villsge. It goes first to the east,
gredually turning to the southeast, and sbout 400 m from ite be=
gloning it reaches the Shipets site vhere, about 30 m Yo the left
of the footpath, a nice stone fountain and rest facilitles have

been bullt.

Fran the Shipets site, the footpath passes to the right of
the Karadzhova Quarry and goes east 4o the Pankyovate Idveds site.

The Ivanchoviye well, which has pure water and never dries up

QW.
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throughout the yeer, is 150 m to the north of this site. Above
the Pankyovata lLivada site the footpath enters a beautiful beech
forest, climbs in several consecutive twms, and passing through
the Tunela and Teseviya Golosek sites, emexrges at the Studen
Kladenets fountain, to the right and below the Boyana«Zlatnite
Mostove highway. At the Studen Kladenets fountain the footpath
turns to emerge on the highway, crossing it and continuing to the
southeast, through the Belite Brezi meadow, toward the "Bellte
Brezi" tourist hut.

Just short of the "Belite Brezi" tourist hut, the footpath
is joined by second class footpath KN II;, leading to the Kisellishte
site, and a little beyond, by third class footpath XN IIIl3 leading
to the "Planinets" tourist but. The Rayko Daskalovo-"Belite Brezi"
tourist hut-Zlatnite Mostove footpath actually does not pass the
"Belite Brezi" tourist hut bui deviates 50 to 60 m to the northeast
of it, emerging sbove the "Bay Kmum" shelter. It then pesses the
old and unused Gurkova Quarry and comes out on the Zlatnite Mostove~
"Bor" tourist hut highway at the Mochurlivete Idvede site. Then
it follows the highwey, pesses the small forestry point, and wnters
the Zlatnite Mostove site from the north.

The Reyko Daskelovo village-Zletnuite Mostove footpath is
compaxatively new, Most of it was laid out in 1954, thus it is
8till not widely known. It 4o the shortest route for retwwn to
Sofia through Rayko Daskalovo village from the "Belite Brezi" tour-
ist hut, The descant tekes 50 to 60 minutes. Via the footpath it
18 3.720 Jan from Reayko Daskalovo village to the "Belite Brezi"
tourist hut.
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Durveniyet Most-Kiselishte SRD Ig}

The Durveniyat MosteKimelishte footpath begins at the Dure
veniyat Most site on the Xnyazhevo-Rayko Damskalovo highway and fol
lova south along the left bank of the Planinitsa River for & time.
Seventy to 80 m above the highway it turns west and a branch of it
goes off to Rayko Daskalovo village (RD IIIy).

Beyond the plece where the path divides, the Durveniyat
Most-~Kigelishte footpath emerges by the fountaln at the Ofitserskite
Livadi site. Here benches and tables have been placed for those

who want to rest.

Beyond the Ofitserskite Livadi site the footpath turns to
the south and follows through a young beech and ozk forest high
above the river bank. At the Chatala slte 1t crosses the left
tributery of the Planinitsa River, which flows in from the Yamueha
site, and then goes east, emerging on the lowest meadow et the
Neevitsa site. After turning to the southwest, it crosses the road
which branches off the highway et the Golysmete Livada site emd
leads to Rayko Daskalovo village.

Above the road the footpath enters the forest again, ap-
proaches the Planinitsa River, and, following its left bank, leads
t0 the Kiselishte site, Here it crosses to the right side and
parallels the river for about 200 m. Then it turns east and joius
second cless footpath KN II; wihich leads to the "Belite Brezl" toure
ist hut,

The Durveniys Most-Kiselishte site footpath is 3.5 km long.

It can be covered in about 90 minutes,
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Zlstnit stove-"Dimitur Blazoev" Tourist Hut-"Ostritsa'

Tourist Hut Il

This footpnth beglns on ‘bh@ left bank of the Vladayeka River. “
It turns nouthwest ebout 50 or 60 m up the bank, and continues in
the same direction to the "Ostritea" tourdst hut. ,From the turn
to the point vhere it crosses the highway iead'.lng to the mut.:nryi
Rest Home (VVS), en ornamentel wooden railing has besn placed to

help hikers traversing the footpath at night.

After croseing the VVS highwey the footpath crosses the
superhighway, climbs steeply for 50 to 60 m, and then continues at
a very slight gradient to the small “Fonfon" tourist hut located
in the southern end of the yard of the new "Dimitur Blagoev" toure

ist hut.

From the "Dimitur Blegoev" tourist hut the footpath continues
to the west to the morsine and twrms upward along 1t to the south.
Here it continues along an old cumparati&ely steep cart track.

Here the climb is tiring. Shortly before it reaches the Yaverova
meadow, which contains the busts of Yavorov and Rekovski, third
cless footpath RD IILg branches off from this path and goes straight
south to the "Edelvays" tourist hut, while the Zlatnite Mostove-
"Ogtritsa" tourist hut footpath crosses the Yavorove neadow and

emerges at the Vitoshkate Konferentsiys site.

Beyond the Vitoshksts Konferentsiya site, the footpath emerges
at the clearinn'g mede for the: electric cable from Murchaevo to the
Zlatnite Mostove site, and begihs to climb in hairpin turns \p the
exposed east ilope of the Trendafila site. On the right of thds

side and below the footpath, & small Stone fountein has been built)

°
°
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from it 18 e besutirul viey eastvard toward Chernata Skala Peak,
the "Boeritsa" forestry station, the Pl:utoto, aite ou_d'chomi Vrukh |
_Pealk, ana soutiwverd to the Samare, Selimitea, ang other peaks,

.'Bo'yond the fountain the footpath crosees the meadow ang then,
at & very slight gredient, continues to the soutiwest, At the vest-
ern end of the meadow, the thixd clags footpath which leads from
the Trendafile site to the "Bdelvays" tourgst mut (R0 III7) branches
off to the left ang south, The magn footpath continues to the southe
Vest, crosses several suell wooden bridges, £ollows the old Murchevski
cattle run past the Itkova fountain, and comes out et the "Ostritgs"
tourist hut,

The Zlatnite Mostove="Dimitur Blagoev" towrdst hut="Ostrites"
tourlst hut footpath has & total length of /Tllegiblel kn and 1%
takes 75 minutes to valk it., Of this » 20 minutes tekes ope to the
"Dimitur Blagoev" tourist hut, end 55 minutes more takes one from
the "Dimitur Blagoev" tourist hut to the "Ogtritsa tourdst hut,

Third Class Footpaths

Plangggtu R:l.ver-naxko Daskalog Village (RD III;)

This footpath s & contimmtion of thirq class footpath
KN IIX, which comes from Knyazhevo, It establishes a direct oot
- Path cannection between Knyashevo and Reyko Daskalovo, It i1s 1.3

te Bresi" Tourist Hut. to t atnite Mostove

This footpath leads fiom the highway to the tourtet mut, g -
15 8150 used as o motor vehicle road to the tourdst hut,- Its firet

.81.
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section, after it leaves the highway, 1s quite steep, It is 320 nm
long.

Pagarishteto Site~"Dimitur Blagoev" Tourist Hut (Fonfon

(RD_III,)

This 1s known as the Kukuzelskas path, It mekes a short
route for hikers from Reyko Daskelovo village to the "Dimitur
Blagoev" tourist hut, end makes it possible for them to reach the
hut without peseing through the Zlatnite Mostove site. It is 1.440
km lang,

"Dimitur Biagoev" Towrist Hut-"Mslchike" Tourist Hut (Kumata)
(RD IID.)

This is the shortest route between the 2 tourist huts., It
pespes tirough a forest and also through clearings. It is 1.9 km

long.

“Malchike” Towrist Hub-"Bdelvays' Tourist Hut (RD IIZs)

This footpath runs entirely through the forest between the
2 tourist hute, It has no gradient and is not exposed to wind or
snov drifts. It 1s good for skiing trips and contests. It is 2.150

ku long.

"Melchika" Tourist Hut-"Bdelveys" Tourdst Hut (Through the
P to Site) (RD

Part of this footpath crosses the open plateau. Until re~
cently it was the only link between these tourist huts. Part of
it 41s used for the climdb to Cherni Vrukh Peak, The footpath is
2,520 km long.
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Mgu-"mglg_axg" Touriet Hut (KD gm

This footpath links the "Ostritsa" tourist hut with the
"Bdelvays" tourist hut. Bince the construction of the direct foot-
path between the 2 huts (KD IIIg), it is only used by e limited
nunber of ‘hﬁ.ker. It 48 650 m long.

"Qstritsa’ Tourist Hut-"Edelvays" Tourist Hut (RD IXIn )

This footpath is the shortest possible route betwsen the 2
huts and hes no turns or gradients. Its entire length lies through
& beautiful Juniper forest. It 18 1.590 km long,

"Dimitur Blegoev" Tourist Hut-"Edelvays" Tourist Hut (RD I;_:I_lgz

This footpeth passes the Yavorove Polysna site. In winter

it is used for skiing. It 1s 1,880 lm long.

TO CHERNI VRUKH PEAK

The starting points are as followss the "Malchika" (Kumata),
"Aleko," "Tintyava," and "Edelveys" tourist huts, It is also possible
to stert from the "Selimitss" tourist hut, Chupetlovo village, Zhe-
leznitsa village, etc.

s e e T S B

SRS

Footpaths

chika" (Kumata) Tour:

Length of the footpath

sy
g

==

Climbd

S

Average gradient
Hiking tiue
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This footpath begins at the goutinrestarn corner of the tour-
gt hut and for & time runs through a tell Juniper forest. The
"Malchike" tourlst nut-"Edelvays" tourist hut footpavh (XD 1115)
brenches off it to the right and towerd the southwest sbout 20 m
along it. This path is the shortest route between the 2 huts.

After the branch goes off to the right, the Pootpath lead~
ing to Chernl Vrukh Peek continues to the south some 100 m and then
turne f£irst eest and then southeast. After enother 100 to 150 m it
emerges in an open meadow et the Grobe pite, To the left of the

footpath is a small gone mopument to & deceased hiker.

Another steeper footpath leads to this point from the south-
sastern corner of the tourlst hot. Tt leads southeast and then
gouthwest. It jolns ‘the first footpath Just before 4t reaches the

nopument. It i used in winter by gkiers s & ki path.

From the Grove site the footpath contlnues almost level then
gradually turns to the southwest and west abt & large group of Junie-
per trees. Tt descends slightly to cross the upper reaches of the
Viedayske River over & small wooden bridge end then emerges in the
neadows at the Konyarnika site. The footpeth emerges above the
upper edge of thé forest and comes %o the pesalk jtself after cross-

ing some bare ereas where only hortleberries and Juniper trees grov.

The footpath skirte the svampy ervess at the Konyarnike site
on the northvest and vest and srrives at & gpot east of the highest
rocks at this site. Here the old footpath 1eading to the "Edelvays"
tourist hut, which posses through the Mariina meadow, branches off

to the right and toward the west.

nal&.
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Frow this point the footpath continues straight pouth toward
the "Stenata" site and runs level for about 250 m. From the emall
bridge over the Vladayska River to the brancheoff leading to the
"Edelvays" tourist hut are 86 signs on emell wooden stakes 30 to
50 m apart, Triangular posters merked "Cherni Vrukh" Peek on the
atekes bear consecutive numbers from 1 to 86, These signs assure

the hikers of sure directions to the peak even in the worst weather.

The footpath mounts vie switchbacks to the "Stenate" site.
The hike 1s not tiring despite the great altitude covered by this
sector of the path since the grajient never exceeds 15%. A nice
gtone shelter has been bullt 30 m to the ‘smxbhwast of the footpath
near the upper end of the "Stenats" slope at the Tri Kledentsi site.
Shortly before this the footpath crosses a clear stream with good

drinking weter.

The footpath continues south and southeest from the shelter
and after some 250 m emerges on & flat surface -- the Selimishko
plateau -- end then runs entirely horizontal and due east for 1,000
m. Three mowntain springs are to the left of the first part of
this saction of the footpeth. They have lent thelr names to this
entire aren - the Tri Kiadentsi [Three Wells/ site. The pyremid
on Belimitsa Peak is sbout 1,000 m to the southweet of this polnt.
It 18 one of the 2,000 m high Vitosha Mountain Peaks .

Here the footpath is & comfortable high mountain path. It
gradually turns to the south and southeast, crosses a suall swamp
in the lowest part of the plateeu, and then gradually twms east
and northeast. A slight gradient begins at the swamp, but ende
after some 700 to 800 m, and 1s followed by a short level stretch.
From this swamp %o Chernd Vrukh Pesk the footpath follows the border

n85-
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between the 2 water aress which supply the Boyana and Dimitrove
agqueducts. Here it is forbldden to leave the path.

About 150 m vefore the level stretch 4o another peak to the
right of the path. It 15 also in the 2,000 m claes and is on the
route of hikers going to Cherni Vrukh Peak. It is Samara Peak.
The haxdest part of the climb to Cherni Vrukh Peak is ebout 300 m
below the swnmit itself. Here hikers must climb e gredient of up
to 20%, The Pootpath emerges southwest of the Cherni Vrulh Peak

meteorological observetory.

The "Malchika" tourist huteCherni Vrukh Peak footpath is

nost sultable for sumer use., It does not get muddy in ralny
westher. In winter large snow drifts setile in the sector betwaen
the smell bridge over the Vladayske River and the peak. During
blizzards this route is dengerous despite the excellent and unine
terrupted signs.

"Aleko" Tourist Hut-Cherni Vruih Peak (ALz)

Length of ‘the footpath 349 kn
Climb k80, m
Aversge gradient 12%
Hiking time 2  ‘hours

This footpath begins on the eestern side of the "Aleko"
tourlst hut end pesses 1o the left of the old tourist hut (Bunkers).
It goes goutheast and then, at the ceble line stop, turns %o the
southwest and climbs in switchbacke along the "Stenata" slope to

the upper ceble line stop.

Hikers can get from the "Aleko" tourist hut to the upper

cable line stop very eesily and pleasently by using the ceble line

-86.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Ap roved for Release 2012/09/13 : GIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0



.,

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0

11ft. In good weather it operates uninterruptedly and ite suspended
seats carry one hiker after another upward.

From the upper stop the footpath continues to the east,
cutting into the rocky eslope of Malkiyes Rezen Peak. It skirts the
peak on the north, northeast, and east and emerges southeest of it
at the Golyamate Prespa site (the depression located between Malkiys
Rezen and Golemiya Rezen peaks).

In summer hikers golng to Cherni Vrukh Pesk usually choose
the Golyamate Prespa site for the firet lengthy rest. From here on
the footpath continues toward the acuth end to the right of Golemiya
Rezen Peak. Greduelly climbing, it passes ebout 30 m west of the
peak, turne west and leads for a certein distance across an almost

level stone covered stretch.

From here Cherni Vrukh Peak and its observetory cen be clearly

seen.

After 1te twming at the peak, the footpath leads down to the
"Sedloto" site. In the lower part of the "Sedloto" site the footpath
is jJoined on the left by the footpath coming across Skoparniks Peak
from Kupens (BS ‘II3). A phort distance farther on a nice stone
fountein with cold "Cherni Vrukh" water stands at the spot where the
footpath begins to climb slightly asgein. The sources of the Strume
River are found about 400 m to the left of the footpath.

The final climb to the peak begins at the fountein. It is
only sbout 220 m, but is difficult and tiring due to the steep grae
dient and the many rocks scattered ell over the path. The footpath
emerges east of the meteorological station beyond which, on the west,
the highest crags of Cherni Vrukh Peak are located.

-87 -
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The "Aleko" tourist hut-Cherni Vrukh Peak footpath is clearly
inddcated at the more important locations by small wooden stakes
and placards. In clear weather the trail is not difficult to fol-
low. In winter the footpath cannot be distinguished since the snow
planket in this section of the mountain ie usually quite thick, ab
times as deep 88 4 to 5 m. That is why winter trips to the peek

are made by following telephone poles,

"4 ptyeve” it Hut="Aleko" Tourist Hut~Cherni Vrukh
Peak (TN3)

Length of the footpath 9.1 km

Climb 665 m

Average gradlent 7%

Hiking time 3 hours and 50 minutes

This footpath begins at the eastern cornmer of the "Mntyava"
tourist hut and goes southesst., About 100 m beyond the tourdst hut
4t intersects the mqueduct and the telephone llne to the Kemenno
building, end 250 m farther on passes the Gyoreve fountain, which
is well kmown to hikers, Soon it joins the skl route coming from
the Ushite site. From here on, keeping to the southeast, it fol-
lows the ski route from which it branches off where the planted
trees end, sbout 300 m short of the Ushite site.

From thet point the footpath leads stredght to the "Prevela'
site and up to ebout 450 m ehort of the "Aleko" tourist hut, pesses
through bsre areas and meadows partially covered with Juniper trees,
gress, and mountain flowers, The entire stretch from the end of
the ski route to the "Aleko" tourist hut is marked by 80 small wooden
stakes with e wooden triengle, each bearing a comeecutive number from
No 1 to 4O fixed on every other pole.
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The climb et the Prevala site is at a gredient of sbout 16%.
The footpath emerges about 150 m north of the Ushite site. From
this point the path descends for about 250 m. At the end of this
atretch and 30 m to the right of the footpath ie the "Ushite"
shelter; neer it is the small Khaydushko well, A little beyond
there are springs on both sides of the footpath, From the ohelter
almost to the "Aleko" tourist hut, the footpath follows elong the
edge of the Platoto site toward the "Stenate" slope and Malkiya
Rezen Peak, This is the easlest and most plessent part of the foot=
path, The area right of the footpath is forbidc;en to hikers, as
for about 2,000 m the footpath borders the weter zone and the turf

reserve on the southwest.

About 600 m fram the shelter the footpath which goes through
the Kominite site to the "Bay Krustyo" shelter and Dragalevisi vile
lage (DR IIg) branches off to the left and toward the northesst, and
from 1t a branch leads off above the Kowinite site to Kikish Peak
(DR IX,). About 150 m elong the branch to the Kominite site en
abundant, cold spring, and comfortable pleces to rest neasr the
rocks are found to the right of the footpeth., From this point the
footpath continues to the "Aleko" tourist hut. About 600 m after
1t divides the main branch of the peth descends slightly and crosses
the first tributary in a small wooden bridge and, in the next 500 m,
the U other tributaries which together comstitute the source of the
Dragalevsks River.

Following along in the seme direction, the footpath begins
to climb slightly and emerges at the Kapaklievets glte, vhere it
intersects the 0ld tourist footpath fram the Grobe site to Cherni
Vrukh Peak. At this point the footpath jJoinas the cart track leading

-89.
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to the "Aleko" tourist huty it goee south, then twmse southeast,
and, in front of the tourist hut itself, turme east to emerge
finally on its west side at the meteorolégical cage. From the
tourist hut to Cherni Vrukh Peak, the hikers foliw the "Aleko."
tourist h;at footpath (Alp) described on page 86 in the guide.

The footpath from the "Tintyava" to the "Aleko" touriet
huts cen be used throughout the year. In winter, however, because
of sudden storms and fog it ls not adviseble to cross the Platoto

site alone despite the excellent merkings and shelter.

"Bdelvays" Tourist Hut=Cherni Vrukh Peak (BD))

Length of the footpath 7.880 km

Climb 597 m
Average gradient 8%

Hiking time 2 hours and 30 minutes

This footpath begins on the east side of the "Edelvays"
tourist hut and leade southeast. About 150 m from the hut the
path makes a hairpin twrn and emerges in the Mariina Meadow after
following an old cart track and passing through a nice Juniper

foreat.,

Beyond the Mariine Meamdow, the footpath re-enters the
forest and does not emerge from it until it reaches the Konyarnike
site. It leads firet to the southeast and then graduelly twms
toward the east.

- At the Konyarnike site it passes south of the cluster of
rocks and about 120 m from 1%, jJoins the "Malchike" tourist hute
Cherni Vrukh Peak footpath (KM1) via which 1t reaches the top.

-900
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HIGHWAYS, ROADS, AND CABLE CAR LINES
Blglvays
The Vitoshe People's Park conteins severel highweysj most of
these have not been completed and are not linked one with enother.

1. The Boyana~-Zlatnite Mostove hlghway, not only an impore
tant route for vehicular tramsportation but also a much used hikers'
route to the interior of the mountaine.

2. The highwey from the Plochite Quarry to the trade unilon
cottages which follows elong the north slope of the mountein almost
entirely without gradient., It is of no interest to hikers.

3. The Zlatnite Mostove~"Bor" tourist hut highway links the
tourist huts at the Tintyave center with Zlatnite Mostove. Thie
highway has not yet been completed., It 1s also used as a hikers'
footpath,

4. The Kladnitsa="Selimitsa" tourist hut highway is of scme
importance to hikers since it mekes the motor vehicle link between
Kladnitse village and the "Selimitsa" tourdst hut., Its surface is

not graveled.

5. The Zlatnite Mostove-Vitoshe Militery Rest Hame {vvs)
highway is & temporary roed meinly servicing the Militery Rest Hame.
The highway. s eteep and not all motor vehicles can megotiste it.
Paxrt of 1.:his highwey is included in the footpeth network of the park.

Roeds

.1, The road from Simeonovo villege to the Stantsilte passes
through e bare and unattractive region. - It 1s not used by hikers.

-]
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2, The rosd from the Road Supervisor's Hut bvo the Boerdise

]
T‘:
\
:

! : rorestry station. This road is of econcmic gignificance in connece

tion with timber productian. It is often used by hikers and skiers.

) 3. The munqm rosd. This connacts the Golysme Liveda
aite with the Kerpusov Valog site and thus with the Planinishki
meedows, It 1s mumong, the important hikers and skiers roubtes in

the pRrk.

Cable Car lines

o ———————

1n the past ceble car 1ines were bullt in the Vitosha Moun-
tedns meinly for the transportetion of stone meterials produced in
the mountains. Recently & network of ceble car lines for the use
of skiers snd hikers hee baen started in the park. The following

1ines have been constructeds

1. "pleke” Touwrist Hut-Rube Bite

This line is of the 14ft type with a continuous moving cable
on which single seabe are suspended. It was bullt in 1954, It 18
740 m long. The climb from its 1lowest to lts highest stop 1s aboub

200 n.
2, D kel V. ae" tyo" Bhelter

This 1ine was built in the autumn of 1955 Tt 1s 1.775 km
long, end the cliub between stations is ebout 412 m. The trip

takes 20 minutes. Tts cepacity is 300 persona per hour One way.

The cable car line pebween Dragalevisi village end the “Bay
Krustyo" shelter vepresents the riret atage in he constructian of

4 line which will link Dragaleviad village with Goli Peak in the
pﬁrka
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2, The road from the Road Bupervisor's Hut to the Boeritse

e Tt

! Porestry station. This road im of econanic significance in connec«-

tdon with timber production. Tt 4o often used by hikers and sklers,

3., The Malinsrski road. This connects the Golyeme Livada
gite with the Karpuzov Valog site and 4thus with the Planiniehkl
meedows, It is omong the importent hikers and skiers routes in

the park.

Cable Cer Lines

e e——————————0

In the past cable cBY lines were bullt in the Vitosha Moune
tains mainly for the transportetion of gtone materials produced in
the mountains. Recently & network of cable car 1ines for ‘the use
of skiers and nikers hag been gtarted in the pork. The following

1ines have been congtructed:

Ls "Aleke! Tourist Hub-Rube Site

This Line is of the 14ft type with e copntinuous noving cable
on which single seabs are guspended. It was pullt in 195%. It 18
740 m long, The climb from its lowest o 1ts highest stop 1s about

200 m.

2. Dragalevisi nge-"w Krugtyo! Shelter

Tnis line wes bullt in the sutumn of 1955, It 18 1.775 km
long, end the climh between gtations is ebout 412 m. The trip

takes 20 minutes. T4s cepacity is 300 peracns per hour one way.

The cable car llne between Dragalevisl village and the "Bay
Krustyo" shelber represents the e1rot stage in the construction of
a line which will link Dragalevisd village with Gold Peak in the

pﬂ!‘kn
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Hand Caxd Trecks

These are narrow geuge gravitation rellrosds ueed msinly by
the "Stone Industry" Administration.

There are now 2 such lines in the parks

1. TFrom the quarry to the "Stone Industry" Administration
office, located above Rayko Daskalovo village. This has & branch
to the quarry et the Dolovete slte.

The track is about 1,200 m long.

2, From the "General Vinerov" Quarry to the highway between
Rayko Daskalovo viliage and the Yurushiki Most site.

This line is 750 m long.

These carts are transportation equipment of no value for

hikers or for their transportation in the park.
WINTER (SKI) RUNS

In winter ell the footpaths end roads indicated in the gulde
are passable for hikers end can be used by skiers. That 1s why
winter routes ure not indicated seperately here., Only the routes

most camnonly used as ski runs ere indicated.

Thée ski runs described Lelow stert at Cherni Vrukh Peak, but

can be used £rom any point on down, depending on the capebllities

of the skier,
Cherni Vrukh Feak-"Bay Krustyo" Shelter-Dragelevtsi Village

This run has 2 branches.

-93

fi=e

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for ﬁelease 2012/09/13 CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0




classified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0

The descent starts at the observatory and follows the marked

route east of the rocks on Iuvcheto Peak.

Here the skl trail leaves the 0ld route to the Kumensko
Building end, crossing Spedets Peak, continues to the north, fol=-
lowing the western bankk of the river to the Malkste Stena ridge.

Then the trail climbs slightly toward the ridge, with the
rocks on the right, after which there is a descent along the Malkate
Stena Slope. In the run down Malkete Stens e dangerous avelenche
gite must be skirted. A warning sign has been pleced there. lHore,
because of poor visibillty, perticular attention is npecessary %o
avold accidente. After gkirting this spot, the descent continues
northeast in beautiful hairpin twms to the Dolnoto Blato site. A
direct descent along the bvorder of the water source region leads
pest the flat gtretch of the Dolnoto Plato site and to footpath TN3
between the "Tintyave" and the "pleko" tourist huts. Beyond e sign
post on the footpath the trall leads toward Kapaklievets Peak, from
vhich it descends through & smell pine forest to the £4rst class
footpeth between Dregaleviel and the "Aleko" tourdst hut (DR I3).
The footpath tekes sikders to the Vulchata Sxals site. The peth
skirte it on the east, cube across the slope below it to the northe
west and emerges near the fountein. From this point the footpath
(DR IB) continues to descend toward the north to the "Bay Krustyo"
shelter. It crosses the highway above the shelter itself. The
nighway can be reached from the "Bay Krustyo" shelter by following

the cable car line vhich runs along to the right of it.

W, gy
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% The path leaves the highway 10 begin the descent slong the
E‘ vell marked run between the "Turnoyitiye Dol," the foothills of the
i mountaine, and the deposit cone above Dragalevtsi villege.

Branch B xnd V. Pealc, the “A " Tourdist Hut, the
' " " g the ' Krustyo" 1ter, the D ovaki

; Monastery, Dragalevisl Villege

i :

‘ The Adescent tqward the northeast begins at the cbservatory
1 end follows alang to the right of the telephone line.

; The path ckirts the "Dupksta’ sihe, efter which it again

% parellels the talephone poles. (The guy wires on the poles must

s

be carefully avolded. They occur every 3 to 4 poles.)

=T

o

After a comparatively moderate descant along the telephome

SRS

1ine, skiers reach the border of the Stepata site, The spow 18
I blown awey by strong winds from the upper part of the site, and
3 icy places are frequently found. This part of the Stenate site is

crosged disgonallyy then skiers cantinue along the ceble car lines

in halrpin turps as far as the "Aleko" tourist hut.

From the tourist hut a merked run leads to the "Romanski"
shelter; beyand it the highway leads to the "Bey Krustyo" shelter.

From the "Bay Krustyo" shelter to the highway (at the Gole
yemoto Gradishte site) skiers follow the route described in Branch A.

The run continues along the highway down to the Dragalevaki
Monastery. When there is good snow, the run from the Dregalevski
Monestery starts at the resteurant, and by going north through &
sparse old beech forest, skiers come 40 the vooden bridge over the
Dragalevska River and thus, following the river, to Dragelevisl

village.
-95 .-
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t_Hut-Byalats V
Ehave

The rwn from the Chexrni Vrukh Peak to Knyagheve is the most
agreeable of all and is within the capabilities of most skiers.

The ski mm here has moderate gradients, safe descents, and
very few upgrades. With good snow, gkiers can cover the 1,935 m
difference in altitude snd the 14,650 m horizontal length of the

run in sbouty +0 minutes.

From Chernl Vrukh Peak to the Pokazaletsa site east of the
vocks of the Luvcheto Pesk the descent 1s made via the old road
described in Branch A, from Cherni Viukh Peek, past the "Bay
Krustyo" shelter, to the Dragalevisi village.

There axe 2 possible routes of descent from Luvcheto Peak.

Branch A -= past the Kemennoto building, Pollowing the signe,
to the "Tintysva" tourist hut -- closed at present since to reach

it it 18 necessary to enter the water supply zome.

Branch B -~ from Iuvcheto Peak, 1t descends towerd the north
1ike Branch A, to the Pokazaletsa site and the "Mntyava" tourist
hut-Cherni Vrukh Pesk (m3) footpath leading to the Dolnoto Plato
site. Following the "Tintyava" tourist hut-Cherni Vrukh Peek foot-
path to the narthwest along the pleteau by following the signs
gkiers can reach the foothills of Ushite Pesk. The "Ushite" shelter
1ies to the left of the footpath.

Then the path climbs to the Sedloto site between the Ushite
and Kamen Del péa,lm. At Bedloto the sigps cease and the run leads
towerd the north dlong the edge of the Goreloto site until it reaches

-9 -
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the youn foreet and the well marked path throvugh 4. The path
continues to the Gyoreve pountadn and then o the "pMdntyava’ tours
4st hut via the npqntyave” tourist hut~Chernd Vrukh Pesk footpatl.
From the "Tyntyeve" tourist nut the route follows the hikers foot-
path to the "Mamina gkale" tourist hut, It 18 poseible (for bew
sinnere) to avoid the Malinerskl road on leaving by going wia the
npianinets" touwrist hut, or passing 4o the north of 1t by hesding
northwest after the slight climb eron the fountain &t the "Monine
Skela" tourist hut to the meadow northvest of the tourist hut. The
gki run continues along the telephone line peside the "planinets"”
tourdst hut to the highway 1ending from zlatnite Mostove 1o the

Belate Vode pite.

More experienced gkiers instvead of teking the route de«
seribed sbove, take footpath KN 113 to the Kerpuzov Valog site

(Dupkate). Theve ere » pranches beyond the gign placed above the

Karpuzov Valog (Dupketa) sites

1, This follows the highway 1lesding from +the *pisninets”
gourdst hut to the Raztovarishteto site. The path skirts the Dup-
xate hollow then comes out abt the Golyawe 1iveds site, passing near

the end of the Malinerekiye Roed.

2, On the run petween the pupkatae hollow and: the Maliner-
skiye Road, attention must be paid to the turne, which frequently
pecome icy. Following the Malinerskiya Road one emerges at the

Golyama Livada site.

The yun Tirst follows the edge of the Golyems Liveda site to
the porthvest wnd wnen, efter croseing the cart track leading O the

road conetruction caul, ends st the zlatnite Mostove~Boyana highvey .

ng{q
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If there 1o good snow, skiers can veach the forestry etation
st the Rakovets site by folloving the highwmy from the camp. Beyond
the Rakovets forestry station the path leaves the highvay and leads
through the pine forest to Knyashevo village,

B, Cherni V. Peak-Zlatnite Mostove-Relate Vods-Xn he

This run begins by the observatory at Cherni Vrukh Peak and
goes west elong the main ridge and the northwestern slopes below
it to the saddle below Samara Peak., Here 1t leaves the ridge and
goes firet to the north and then to the northwest. Winter sign=-
posis indicete the wey to the Trite Kladentai site. After crogse
ing the flat Selimishko plateau, the route begins to descend toward
the Xonyarnika site.

From there it follows footpath RD III; vhich leads fram the
"Melchika" tourist hut to the "Edelvays" tourist hut. Beyond the
"Bdelveys" tourist hut it ig possible, by following footpaths
BD Il and RD 1I;, to reach the "Dimitur Blagoev" tourist hut
(Fonfon) and the Zlatnite Mostove site.

The "Malchiks" tourist hut-"Blelvays" tourist hut footpath
KD IIIg leads from the Konyarnika site to the "Malchile' tourdst
hut (Kunata); the "Boeritsa" foreetry station can then be reached
by following footpath KN I). Beyond it, footpath BN III,5 lends
to the "Bor" tourist hut. Fram the "Bor" tourist hut second class
footpath BN II, leads to the "TMntyava" tourist hut, from which the
ski run continues along the Cherni Vrukh Pesk-"Tintyava" tourist
hut, Belata Voda-Knyazhevo winter route.

There 4s & third skd run fram the Konyarnike site which lies
elong the upper reaches of the Vladayske River, then followe the

-98-
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ski path to the VVB and then slong the higlway leading to the
Zlatnite Mostove alte.

The path between the Zlatnite Mostove site and the Belate
Voda site follows the highway to the turn below the Belite Brezi
site. It crosses the Kispellshte site vie second cless footpath
KN II,, emerging egain on the highway ebove the Uolysma Liveds site.

BUILDINGS

The bulldings in the Vitosha People's Park have been erected
principally to sccommodate hikers and visitors to the mounteins,
The buildings have been classified in this guide as tourist hute,
shelters, statlions, forestry stations, forestry points,'reataurants,
and rest homes according to thelr purpose. The above classification
has not included or coneidered churches end monesteries. Stetions

have been divided into research stations and rest stations.

Within the boundaries of the Vitosha People's Park there are
nov 21 tourist huts, 5 shelters, 2 research and 4 rest stations, 2
foreatry stations, 3 forestry points, 2 restaurants, and 3 rest

homes o

Tourist Huts

"Belite Bresi® Tourist Hut

This towrist hut is at the slte of the same name which lies
on ‘the western slopes of the mountaine at en sltitude of 1,330 n,
It is a 2 ptory building with 28 rooms. It contains 72 beds., Its
normal capacity 1s 80 people. It 1s used as a summer resort by the
employees of the Minisbtry.of Canmuwnal Economy and Public Works, It
belongs 4o the administretion and does not provide sleeping

- 00 =
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accomodations for hikers. Hikers may use only the hall on the
£4ret floor and the buffet.

The tourist hut is open the year round.

Four Pootpathe start from its yerd, one leading to the
Zlstnite Mostove site, vie the "Bay Krun" shelter =~ @ 30 ninute
trips one leading to Rayko Dagkalovo villege via the Studen
Kledenets and Shipeto gites == & one how trip) another lesding to
Knyaghevo via the Kisilishte and Belate Voda sites -- 8 90 ninute
trip; and finelly ome leading to the "planinets” tourist hut -- &

30 minute trip.

The tourist hut le also 1inked with the motor vehicle road
which branches off at the 9.3 km marker on the roed leading to the

Zlatnite Mostove site.
"praninets" Tourist Hub

The "Planinets" tourdst hut 15 one of the most accessible
and convenient ones in the park. It 1s puilt on the western slopes
of the Vitosha Mouptains at the Svrachar site at an altitude of

1,355 m.

Tt 1s & solid 2-story gtone building with 9 roous. A ski
shed holding 100 pairs of skis and a small repair workshop have

peen erected near 1t.

Tt containe 100 wooden gots. It has electriclty and radio

end telephone communicatlons with Sofia.

The normel capacity of this tourist hut is 100 people. It
15 managed by the "Spartak" DSO (Dobrovolna sportne organizatsiye,
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Voluntery Sports Organization) at the MVR (Msnisterstvo ne
vutreshnite reboti, Ministry of the Interior). It is open to
visitors the year round. From the tourist hut hikers cen reach
the Zlatnite Mostove site in 25 minutes, the "Belite Brezi,"
"Momine Skela" and "Septemvri" tourist huts in the seme tinme, and

the paturel sciences statlon "vitosha" in ebout 20 minwves.

Close by are good ski runs.

“Septemvri" Tourist Hub

It is on the western slope of Balebane Pesk, at an altitude
of 1,495 my 18 & soldd 2estory building with 18 roamsj is well

equippedj has 16 beds and wooden cots for 100 people} electriclty;

running watery a telephone) and & dispensary. It is wanaged by the

"Septemvri” DS0. It is open the year round. Its normal capacity

1@ 115 people.

Four footpaths start in the yard of the tourdist hut. They
1ead to the "Planinets" tourist I, the "Momina Skala” tourist hut,
the "Boeritsa" forestry station, the Bell Breg site, and the Zlet-
nite Mostove site. The Zlatnite Mostove="Bor" tourist highway passes
100 m to the porth of the hut .

The "Septemvri" tourist hub 418 thus far the best equipped and
organized tourist hut 4n the perk.

"Momine, Skels" Tourdst Hub

Tt wee built at the Stemboliyskats Liveda site, on the left
pank of the Boyanske River, at an altitude of 1,495 m.

Near the o0ld building rises the new "Momine Skela tourist

hut =- 6 solid 2 stoxy building of & rooms. It has 8 spring beds
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and wooden cote for 140 people. It has electricity but no running
water or plumbing, It is managed by the "Dinamo" DSO and is open
to visitors the year round.

A gkl bese hes been orgenized eand operates there in winter,

From the yard of the hut 6 well defined end clearly marked
footpaths start. They lead to Doyana, to the "Bredets," "Rodina,”
"Mntysva," "Septemvrd," and "Pleninets" tourist huts, o the
Zlatnite Mostove site, and to Knyazhevo via the Malinarski Roed
and the Belata Voda site.

The highway leading from the Zlatnite Mostove site to the
"Bor" tourist hut passes southwest of the tourist hut,

The tourist hut can be reached in 2 hours from Boyane, in
2 bours and 30 minutes fxom Knyaghevo, and in approximstely 2 hours
and 30 minutes from Rayko Daskalovo villege.

"Sredeta" Tourist Hut

It 1s located at the Pashin Kladenets site on the steep
northern slope of the Vitoshe Mowntains at an altitude of 1,555 m.

The "Sredets" tourist hut is one of the largest tourist
huts in the mountadne. It is & huge 2-story stone building with
123 beds, electricity, and running weter, It bas s ski shed which
holds 300 pairs of skis.

A part of the premises is used by hikers, The hut 1a open

to visitors the year round.

There are 5 footpaths starting from the tourist lt. They
lead to the "Kemen Del" tourist hut, to Boyana, to the "Momina
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E
% Seala" tourist hut, to the "Rodine," "Tintyave," and "Bor" tourdst

b hute, and to the Kikish site. Tripe to many sites originete at the
tourist hutj those most frequently made are to Kamen Del Peal, which
takes about 40 minutes, and to the Boysna Falls, which takes about

R, T i TS

30 minutes, etc.
There are good eki runs in the vicinity of thie tourdst hut,

The main starting points to the "Sredets" tourist hut are

i
% Boyane and Knyazhevo, From any of ‘these points the trip to the hut
: takes 2 hours end 30 ninutes to 3 hours.

I3

l ' Xamen Del” Touriet Hub

It is located et the Pozhare site at en altitude of 1,460 m.
It 18 a solld 2e-story vuilding with wooden cots for 30 people. It

hes no electricity or yupning water. It is open the year round.

Tt 4s the sterting point for 4 footpathss one to the Kikish
site, another to the ngredets” tourist hut, one to the "Momina

Skala" tourlst hut, and one to Boyana .

From the hut the following trips cen be mades to the Kamen
Del Pesk in one hour to 90 minutes, 4o the Kikish site in 40 minutes,

end to the Boyape Falls in 30 minutes.

"Rodina" Tourist Hul

It is on the right bank of the Boyanske River on the northern
slopes of the Balabana ridge, at an altitude of 1,540 m. It is e
large 3 story building, second in size among the Vitoshe Mountain
tourist mutsy has 43 rooms, one of which 18 occupied by the Moun=
tain Rescue Services 18 equipped vith 186 beds} has electricity,
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running water, end @ telephone, It 1s open the year rownd and is
menaged by the Tyapsportation Workers Trede Union.

At present the larger port of the touriet hut is used as &
yesort for blue and white collar trensportation workers, end only

a pert of it is open to hikers.

There are good oki xunse in the vicinity of the tourist hut

for use in winter.

Four footpaths have thelr beginning there:s one toO the "Tint-
yeva" and "Bor" tourlst huts, one to the ngpedets" tourdst hut,
one to the "Momina Skale' and "Aleko" tourlst huts, end one to the

eaptern part of the nountains.

The tourist hut is also 1inked with an automobile road which

branches off at the Zlatnite Mostove site to the "Bor" tourist hut.

The' tourist hut can be reached fran Knyazhevo or Boyans. The

trip takes from 2 to 3 hours.

"T4ntyave” Pourist Hub

This hut is bullt at the Pintyava site on the northeastern

slope of Kamen Del Peak at 81 altitude of 1,616 m.

Tt 1s & b story building with 34 rooms. Of these one 1s used
by the Mountein Rescue Service. It has & ski shelter and a ski‘
. workshop, runhing water, electricity, end 151 beds, It is open to
hikers the year round. A sporte ground hes been leid out in the
yard of the hut, end & garden containing various rocks and water

bagine and en alpiveriun has also been built.
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' The normal capacity of the tourdist hut 4s 150 pocple. Half
> of the premises is used as & rest home for bank employees and the

remainder is open to hikers.

qvo footpeths etart eb the tourist huts one leads to the
"Bor" tourist but, the "Bosritsa" forestry etation, end the "Mal~
chiks" (Kumeta) and "Rodine” tourist huts, and the other to the

"Rodina" end "Momine Skela" tourist hute and Knyeghevo.

This tourist hut cen be reached via Knyazhevo or Boyena in
2 %o 3 hours. The Zlatnite Mostove-"Bor" tourist hut automobile

road passes it.

"Bor" Tourdst Hub

It is on the right benk of the Boyanske River et the Silgnala
site at en altitude of 1,650 m, It is & solid 3 story bullding.
Tt hee 19 rooms of which one ies used by the rescue gervice, 120
beds, electricity and running water. It is open to visitors the

year round.

The hut is menaged by the Administretive Workers Trade Union.
Tte normal capacity is 120 people. It 18 mainly used as & rest
stetion. Tourists are not regularly accepted, especially in sum~

mer.

Two well formed and designated footpathe gtart in the yard
of the huts the first goes through the "pintyeve,” "Rodina,"” and
"Momine Skale," tourist hute o Koyezhevo end Boyana, end the
pecond, to the "Boeriton" forestry station and the "Malchika' tour=

gt hut, with a brench to the “Septemvri" touwrist hub.
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This touriast hut can be reached through Boysna or Knysszhevo

in about 3 hours.
“Malchika" (Kumats) Tourist Hut

It is et the southern end of the Boeritse eite at an altie-

tude of 1,724 m.

It is a 3estory stone building with 1% roome one room of
which 48 used by the mountain rescue service. It has 9 beds and
wooden cots for 120 people. It has running water but no electricity.
It is open the year round., Its normal overnight cepacity is 120

people.

Four footpaths start in the court yard of the hut. They
lead to the "Edelveys" and "Dimitur Blagoev" (Fonfon) touriet huts,

the Zlatnite Mostove site, and the "Boeritsa" forestry station.

The "Malchike" tourist hut can be reached through Rayko
Daskalovo village in 2 hours and 30 minutes, and through Knyazhevo
or Boyans in 3 and 1/2 hours.

It is north of the Reznyovete Peaks above the Dervishka

Bachiys site at an altitude of 1,810 m.

The tourist hut wae built between 1923-192L4 by the "Aleko
Konstantinov! Sofia Tourist Soclety.

It was the first tourist hut built in Vitosha.

A cable car line 740 m long is near the tourist hut.
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The "Aleko" touriet hut can be reached via seversl hikers'
footpaths. The pest are those leading fram Dragalevisi, Simeonovo,
and Bistritsa villages. The trip takes 3 hours and 30 minutes from
Dragalevtei villege, 3 hours from Simeonovo village, and 3 hours

and 30 minutes from Bistritee village.

There are 5 footpaths sterting in the court yerd of the hut,
They lead to Bistritsa village, Cherni Vrukh Pesk, the "Ti{ntyava"

touriet hut, Dragalevtsi village, and Simecnovo village.

"Udarnik" Tourist Hut

The hut was built at the turn in the highway leading to the
Romanski monument, 800 m from the "Aleko" tourist hut end et an

pltitude of 1,610 m.

It is & prefabricated wooden barracks with 2 dormitories.
Its cepacity is about 30 people. Tnis is & temporary tourist hut
being used as e base uwntil & solid building is constructed. Now
4t 48 mainly used to satisfy the peeds of the "Udranik" orgeniza-

tion.

"Cherni vrukh" Observatory

It was bullt at en altitude of 2,285 m. It is & 80lid 2
gtory stone puilding. It can sleep 3 or 4 people, but nonservice
peraonnel may not sleep in the observatory. An exception is made

only in very poor veether, such as storms and blizzarde.

"gelimitea" Tourist Hub

Tt is at the Lenishtata site below the Selimitea Peak at

1,305 m altitude.
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It 18 a 2 story buflding with 9 rooms. It has 30 epring

beds, ie open the year round, and has electricity and running water.

Thare are 16 cottages near the "Selimitsa" tourist hut
which meke up & single rest home facility used by the "Minyor" DSO
in Dimitrove. 'Iwo emall artificlel lakes have been built end e
few footpeths laild out.

There are 4 footpaths which stert in the yard of the tourist
hut. They leed to the "Tanchovitsa" rest house, Kladnitsa village,
the "Ostritea” tourist hut and Cherni Vrukh Pesk.

There sre convenient ski runs in the vicinity of the hut.

"Ostritea" Tourist Hut

This hut ie also called "Broks" after hiker and engineer Kh.

Broks. It is located below Ostritsa Pesk at an altitude of 1,700 m.

It 48 a solid 2 story building with 12 rooms. It has beds
and cots for 52 peopls, and electricity end running water. The

normal capacity of the hut is 60 people.

It ie managed by the "Minyor" DSO in Dimitrove. It is open

the year round.

There are 4 footpaths starting from the yerd of the hut.
They lead to the "Selimitsa" tourist hut, to Rayko Daskalovo vil-
lage vie the Yurushki Bridge site, to the "Dimitur Blagoev" (Fone
fon) tourist hut vie the Trandafila site, and to the "Edelvays"

tourist hut.

. Ostritss Pesk is 10 minutes to the south of the hut.
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The main approaches to the hut are from Rayko Daskalovo,
Kladnitse, and Knyawhevo villages. The trip tekes 2 hours from
Reyko Daskalovo, 3 hours from Knyazhevo, and 90 miputes from
Kladnitse village via the "Selimitsa" tourist hut.

"Bieivays' Tourist Hutb

It is in e beautiful coniferous forest east of Ostritse

Peak at an altitude of 1,692 m.

It is & solid 2 story building with 4 rooms, has 12 beds
and cots for 60 people, running water but no electricity. Its

pormal capecity is 7O people. It is open the year round.

Three footpaths start from the yard of the tourist hut.
They leed to the "Ostritea" tourist hut, to the "Dimitur Blegoev"
tourist hut, snd to the "Malchika" tourlst hut.

The "Edelveys" tourist hut is an important sterting point

for trips to Cherni Vrukh Peak, which can be reached fram this

point in about 2 howrs.

The trip to the hut is most frequently made via Knyazhevo
and Reyko Daskalovo villages. In the first case it tekes about 3

hours and 30 minutes and in the second, about 2 hours and 30 minutes.
"Malina" Tourist Hut

It is on the right bank of the Fonfonska River at an alti~
tude of 1,500 m, The hut is emall. It has 3 rooms, and cots and

beds for 6 to & pecple. It is not used the year round.

Near the hut is one of the most frequently visited sites in

the Vitosha Mountains -- the Yavorove Meadow.
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The hut can be reeched by & 1O-minute trip from the "Dimitur
Blagoev" (Fonfon) tourist hut.

' "Dimitur Blagoev" (Fonfon) Tourist Hut

This hut is at the most beautiful Deutitsa site at an altie-
tude of 1,460 m,

It 15 a solid stone building with 32 rooms one of which is
used by the Mountain Rescue Service, It has a special ski-shed
and e workshop for ski repairs, is equipped with 130 beds and b5
cots, and has running water and electricity. Ite normal capacity

is 175 people.

Three footpaths originate in the yasrd of the hut, They lead
to Rayko Daskalovo village, via the Pazerishteto site, which trip
takes 2 hours and via the musicologists' tourdst hut, vhich takes
approxmulg the same timej to the Zlatnite Mostove siti == 8 20
minute trip; to the "Malchike" tourist hut, via Dautov Hill and
the foreetry point == & one hour trip; to the "Edelvays" tourist
hut == 50 minutes; and to the "Ostritea" tourist hut -=- a one hour

trip.

About 20 minutes awey from the hut is the "Vitoshke Kon
ferentsiyn” site, where the secret conference of the BKP (BCP,
Bulgerian Communiet Party) was held in 192k,

The main peths leading to the hut pass through Knyaghevo ==
the trip vis this route takes about 3 hours -- or through Reyko

Daskalovo village, making a 2-hour trip.
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"Radio Sofis" Tourjst

It 4s on the emstern slope of Vledayski Cherni Vrukh Peak
at an altitude of 1,480 m and 18 northeast of the actors' tourist
hut and north of the "Dimitur Blagoev" tourist hut.

The "Radlo Sofis" tourist hut is a solld 2 story building
with 13 rooms, It hae 20 beds and cots for 20 people, mnnning
vater, and electricity. It is open the year round, Its normal

capacity is 40 people.

The "Redlo Sofia" tourist hub is an edministration building

to which itinerant hikers are not admitted.

The direct footpath leading from the "Dimitur Blegoev"

tourist hut to Rayko Daskalovo villege, and the so-celled Kukue

zelska path which branches of? at the Pazarishteto site from the

footpath leading from Rayko Deskalovo village to the Zlatnite

Mostove site, pass the "Radlo Sofia" touriat hut.

The trip to the hut is most frequently made via Reyko

Daskalovo village, which is approximately 2 hours avey.

Tourist Hut of the Theater Workers (ﬁctgra}

14 is very near the "Dimitur Blagoev" tourist hut and in
the midet of a beautiful coniferous forest. It is at an altitude
of 1,470 m, and is a solid 2 story building with 10 rooms. It

has 37 beds and 12 cots, electricity, and running weter,

This tourist hut is en administration building in which
hikers are not allowed. It can be reached from Rayko Daskalovo
village in 2 hours, and from Knyazhevo, via the Zlatnite Mostove

site in about 3 hours.
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Musicologists' Tourist Hut

It 18 at the Viadayski Konyarnik site, on the northeastern
slopes of Vledayski Cherni Vrukh Peak, at an altitude of 1,460 m,

The hut 13 e small 2 story building with § rooms. It has
14 beds, running water, and electricity. It is open the year
round. It i considered an administration building and is used

mainly durin; the summer resort season. IHikers are not permitted

to visit it.

This hut can be reached by following the direct footpath
RD II, for one hour and 45 minutes from Rayko Daskalovo village
from the Zlatnite Mostove site via Knyazhevo about /Illegibvle/.

Shelters

"Xarpuzov Valog" Shelter

It weas bullt at the Karpuzov Valog site et an altitude of
1,250 m, It is to the right of first class footpath KN I; and
northwest of the fountein on the same site. It 1s & small wooden
prefabricated oneeroom building 3 by 4 m in area. It was built
to provide temporary shelter from rain, snow, and wind for hikera
finding themselves at this important hiking crossroeds in the park.
Its nommel capacity 1s 10 pecple, but in case of need it can ac-

commodate 2 considerably more hikers.

Three benches placed along the walls. There is no Janitor,
but the shelter is open at all times.

One may not spend the night in the shelter.
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" Krun" Shelt

It 18 at the Pogledets site., It lles to the right of eecond
class path FD 113 which leads from Rayko Daskalovo villege in the
Zlstnite Mostove site vie the Brezlte site. It ic a emall one-room
house not very solidly built. It is divided Into 2 cubicles.

It 15 used by hikers as a temporary shelter.
"prd Kladentsi' Shelter

It wes built at the Tri Kladentsi site at en altitude of
1,940 n, and is to the right of first clajm footpath KM; which
leads from the "Malchika" tourist hut to Cherni Vrukh Pesk, It
is & typicel high mountain bullding, entirely of stone. It has

only one rocm,

Tts purpose 1s to offer temporary shelter in bad weather to

hikers going to or returning from Cherni Vrukh Pesk.

A smell river flows along in front of the shelter. Its

vater 18 good for drinking.

The shelter has no janitor and is open the year round.
Spending the night in it is prohibited.

"Ushite" Shelter

It 1s at the Ushite asite at ap altitude of 1,843 m, and pear
footpath IN3 leading from the "Tintyave” tourist but via the Ushite
site to the “"Aleko" towrist hut. It is a small one-room prefabri-
cated wooden hut 3 by 4 m in area. It 1s intended to provide tempo-
rary facilitles for hikers crossing from the western to the eastern
part of the mountain vie the Platoto site.
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Ite normel cepacity is 10 people. It is equiyped only with
benches,

The eshelter lo open to the hikers et eny time.
One may not spend the night in it.

"Bay Krustyo" Shelter

It is above the Dragaleveki Monestery and the Gradishte
site, near the highwey to the "Aleko" tourlet hut, It 45 7 kn
from the Dragalevtsl villege, and is located et an altitude of
1,400 m. It is & small bullding with 2 roome end an entry hall.

It hes no electricity or telephone line,
"Romenski” Shelter

It 1s near the Romanski monument at an altitude of 1,665 m.

It 1o a small wooden hut.

It 1s mostly used as storsge premises for fuel, food, end

other materials to be carried up to the tourist hut or the obe

servatory.

T

Stations

SR

‘a) 8clentific-Research

E

"Vitosha" Netural Science Station. It is at the Bell Breg

<Rl

M

e

site at an altitude of 1,450 m, Hikers and vieitors to the park
know 1t as the "Tourist Hut of the BAN" (Bulgarske akademiya ne
naukite, Bulgerian Acedemy of Bciencea).

It ie built in beautiful Bulgarian style, has 2 floors and
15 rooms, 31 beds, and 12 wooden cots. It haes electricity but hes

no rumning water.
. 11k -
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There is & well arganized alpineun in the vicinity of the
station.

There are no vell marked or 4raced footpaths to the station
gince hikers' vislts to it eve restricted. The trip to the gtatlon
49 mede via Knyazhevo and takes fram 2 hours to 2 hours end 30

minutes.

nz1atnd Mostove" Geamegnetlc Station, It is abt the Zlatnite
Mostove site at an eltitude of 1,470 m and is xnown a8 the "Geo-

logicel and Mining Research, " gnd the "Geologlets' Statdon."

The Gecmagnetic stabtlon at the Zlatnite Mostove pgite 18 &
comparatively new and solld 2-story building, It hae 12 rooms and

31 beds., It has mnning water and electriclty.

The stetion is open the year round, but is pot open for hikers.
1t is considered &n adminlstratlon building end is used only by the

employees of tﬁe Geological and Mining Research Aduninistration.

The trip to the station 1s mede vie Knyazhevo oF Rayko
Daskalovo. IThe first route takes about 2 hours and 30 minutes to

cover, end the gecond, about 0 minutes.
The stetion can be reached by motor vehicle as well,

{b } Rest Homes

Military Rest Home (vvs). It 4s bullt at the southern end

of the Dautov Rid site &t en altitude of 1,550 m.

The military rest home 45 the park's 1argest resort building.
1t has 2 stories and 91 roams, 183 beds, running water, end elec-

tricity.
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The home ie considered eu edministration bullding. It ie

open the yesr round but forbidden to hikers.

There are good locations for skiing nearby, and & special
ski yun hes been laid out oy the home., There is a ski base at

the home.

The Milltary Rest Home has & central location in the moun~
taine. Fram it hikers cen reach the "Putniye Kenton" elte in
5 minutes, the "Malchika" tourist hut in 35 minutes, the "Boeritsa'
Porestry stetion in 40 minutes, the "Dimitur Plagoev" tourist hut
and the "Edelvays" tourist hut in 30 minutes, and the Zlatnite

Mostove eite in 15 minutes.

The trip to the home is made on Poot through Reyko Deskalovo
village and tekes 2 hours. The home can be reached by motor vehicle
via the Boyane-Zlztnite Mostove highvay and branching from it, the
specially built roed to the home.

The Trede Union Cottages. These ere at the Pankyovoto site
on the right bank of the Viadaysks River at an altitude of 1,180 m.
They are a group of 4 cottages 2 have one floor end the others 2
£loors. There are & totel of 22 rooms and 41 beds. The cotteges

nave electricity and running water.

They are 40 minutes fram Rayke Daskalovo villege. They can
be reached by the footpath which runs betveen Rayko Daskalovo and
the Zlatnite Mostove site. They are &lso connected with Rayko
Daskalovo village via the "prochite" Quarry by motor vehicle road.,
They are used as & resart by the exployees of the TeSPS (Tsentralen
suvet na profeeionalnite suyuzd, Central Council of the Trade Unions).
They are considered adninistration buildings, end hikers are not al«

lowed in them.
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' Miniatry of Construction Rest Home. The home 18 about one km
above Bimeonovo villege and above the pine forest at an altitude
of 1,000 m, It is a 2 story bullding.

Rest Home of the "Verila' Factory. The home is above
Simeonovo village &t an altitude of 1,100 m about 1,500 m from the
bus atop. It is in & beautiful forest meadow.

It is a 2 story bullding.

Bulgarien Investment Bank Rest Home., It 1s at the Tsenkov
Dol site ebout 1.5 km southemst of Bistritea villege. It is a
small one-story prefebricated wooden house with 4 rooms, The

normal cepacity of the hoame is 40 people.

"Tanchovitsae” Rest Home, It is at the Tenchovitse site
about 3 km southeast of Kladnitsa villege and about 1.8 km from
the nearest tourlst hut, which is "Selimitsa." It is used as &
summer cemp for children. It is a huge, solld, one-story building
with large rooms. Terraces circle the building.

A small artificiel lake hes been created for summer swimming.

Forestry Stations and Points

"Boeritsa" Forestry Station

It is at the Boeritsa site, near the Chernate Skale site at
an altitude of 1,699, It is used by the technicians and workers
engaged in the construction and management of the perk.

The "Boeritsa" forestry station is a beautiful 3J=story builde
ing with 11 rooms. It has running water but no electricity. There
are 2 footpathe starting in the yard of the stetion and one road.
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The footpath to the "Bor" tourist hut goes off to the northwest,
and the footpath leading to the south goes to the "Malchika" tour-
iat hut,

The "Boeritse" forestry station can be reached from Knyee
zheva, Reyko Daskalovo, and Boyena villages. The trip from Reyko
Deskalovo tekes 2 hours end 30 minutesj the trips from the other
gtarting pointe teke between 3 hours end 30 minutes to b hours.

"Brezovitsa' Forvestry Btation

It is at the Brezovitsa site, only e fev meters Irom the
highway to the "Aleko" tourist hut. Tt 48 8.5 km from Dragelevtsl
village.

It s above the Zhelezni Vrata site at an altltude of 1,511 m.
Tt consiste of 2 etories and an attic. It is only used for service
purposes, Dey or night visits by nonservice personnel are not pers
mitted, It has running water and electricity.

“Boyansko Ezero" Forestry Point

It is et the Ralevitsa site, southeast of Boyana and at en
altitude of 1,020 m.

It is a small 2 story building with 6 rooms, has 15 veda,

running water, and electricity.

Five footpeths begin in the yard of the forestry point.
They lead to the Dragelevski Monastery, to the Yanevitsa meadow,
end thus to the "Kemen Del,” the "Sredets” and "Momine Skela" tour-
st huts, to Boyana vis the Shilestiya Kamuk site, to Boyana vie
the Glavite site, and %o Boyana via the branch from the Boyana -
"Mrytyava" tourist hut footpath.
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, The padnt 1s used for service premises and is not for hikers.

The clandestine press of the BCP wes once located near the
point, at the Rezturenats Skala site,

The point cen be reached via Boyana village in about one hour.

"Kariume" Forestry Point

It 18 at the Karkume site., It 1s & smell oneestory bullding
with vooden paneling. It is used only for service purposes.

"zlatnite Mostove" Forestry Point

It is at the northern end of the Zlatnite Mostove site nesr
the Zlatnite Mostove="Bor" tourist hut highwsy at an altitude of
1,475 m.

It 15 & small wooden bullding, has electricity and e tele-
phone line to the city.

Regt Points and Others
"Belata Voda" Resteursnt

It stends et the Belata Voda site to the right of the Boyane-
Zletnite Mostove highwa;y. Here hikers are perved warm mesls, tee,
food products, and drinks. It is open the ysar round.

"Dragslevski Monastir" Restaurant

It 18 neer the Dragalevski Monastery end serves food and
drinks, It 15 open the year round.
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. Rest Foiny "Zlatnite Mostove"

It 4s in a small wooden building on the right bank of the
Viedsyska River. Here hikers are served tea, food products, sweets,
and drinks.

Frult and vagetebles are sold here in swumer. It 1s open

the year round.

a 2" Rest Polnt

Tt 18 a small wooden building in the meadow in front of the
"Momina Skals" tourist hut. It sells sweets, tinned foods, and

drinks. It is open only in summer.
"Mechkarnike" Rest Point

Tt 1s near the mein footpeth between Knyazhevo end the "Male
chika" touwrist hut.

Tt sells tinned Pfoods, sweets, drinks, milk, and milk products.
It is open most of the year.
HIKING ROUTES

As & mountein site, the Vitosha Pecple's Pari offers many
poseibilities for resort activities. Utilization of 1t is made con-
pldersbly essier by its comparatively lerge size, the veriety of
1ts topogrephy, and its closeness to the capital. The extensive
camundcations network also helpe increase the number of dally

visdits paid to it.

Todey ‘the park can be reached vie several roads which start

from various points end which cross great distances iu direct routes.
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Hovever such tripe are not alweys nede purpoeefully and after
proper reflection. They ave often particularly haphazaxd when the
party is composed of school pupils o¥ those coming 0 the park for
the first time. That 18 why it 4p imperetive t¢het we indicute

certain of the most prectical hiking routes which should be con=

pidered in planning hikes.

Thege have been daivided into one=day and 2«dny trips, ac=

cording to seascn == gumer or winter trips.

SUMMER TRIPS

One=Day Trips

1, Starting st Rayko Daskelovo villege., This trip is mede
along first clang footpeth RO Ir( jeading to the Zlatnite Mostove
gite. Vieits inciude the moraines 8nd the "yitosha" Netural Scl~

ence Stetlion with its alpineum.

The reburn trip through the Bell Breg site and vie the
vp1aninets"” tourist nut along second claps footpath KN IIN_ and
first cless footpath K I1, past the shelter at the Kaypuzov Velog

gite and through the Belata Vods site, and thus 0 Knyazhevo.

This is an 11.9<km trip.

2. Btarting from Ruyko Daskalovo villege. The reute £ol=
lows second clese footpath KD iny pest the quarries and the Yurushki
Moot site, as far as the nostrites" tourist but. I climbs %0
Ostrites Peak and {ncludes & visit to the leke at the "gpudena”

Dam, the nLenin" DMZ, and Dimitrovo city. A visit to the Vitoshka
Kongferentaiye eite, Yavorova meadow, and the "Dimitur Blagoev" tour-

4at hut on gecond clags footpath RD 115 are also included.
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The return %8 vias the route descrived for the preceeding

trip (to Knyazhevo).
The trip is 18,780 e long.

Note: If so desired, the above described cun be covered in

reverse.

3. Sterting from Knyezhevo. The route followe first class
footpath KN I;, and then the old Belata Vode rcad. It paeses

through the Belata Vode site to the Karpuzov Valog site. From

there, vie second cless footpath KN 113, hikers reach the "Mamina

Skala" touriest hut.

The veturn trip follows second clasa footpath BN II) and ine
cludes & visit to the Boyana Fulls vhich lie on third cless footpath
BN III4. From there, first class footpath BN I, leads peat (or

one can cross) Boyana Luke, to Boysna.
The trip is 11.060 km long.

4. Starting from Knyazhevo, at the Cherniya Kos glte. The
route follows third cless footpath KN IIX; to the Noevetsa site.
From there it tekes second clesss footpath RD I, to the Kisellshte
gite and thus to the "Belita Brezi" tourist hut, vie second class

footpath KN 1I;.

Visits to the "Flaninets" tourist hut, vhich lies on third
class footpath KN IIlq, and to the "Momine Skale" tourdst hut on
third class footpath KN III, ave included.

The return route leads through the Golyamoto Kopito site on
second class footpath KN 113 and third cless footpath XN IIlg. The
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u%; descent to Boyans is via third clase footpath BN IIIjo and second
93:7

b cless footpeth BN IT.

**% The trip is 12.470 lm lovg.

|

,’ Note: The trip from Knyazhevo to the Cherni Kos site can ve
”X: nede via the bus which goes to Reyko Daskalovo villege, or on foot
?% vie third class footpath KN IIL.

ik

i

,:,\ 5, Starting from Boyana. The route follows first class

i footpath BN I, and second class footpath BN IT, to the “lauina

f*' gkale" tourist hut. The trip includes & vigit and sightseeing at
i

i the falls on third class footpath BN IIIj¢.

;

The return trip goes through the Malkoto Kopito site and
through Knyszhevo, first, via gecond class footpath KN II3 to the
intersection with second claess footpath KN II,, then following it
across the Malkoto Kopito site and the Knyazhevo pine forest to

Knyszhevo.
The trip 1s 10.960 km long.

6. Sterting from Boyana. The route follows third cless
footpeth BN IIL, to Boyena iske, and then turns off on third cless
footpath DR III; to the Dragaleveki Monastery. A visit to the

wonestery is included.

The return trip lies through Dragelevtsi village via first

class footpath DR 13.
The trip 48 8.550 km lomg.

7. Starting from Dragelevtsi village. The route follows

first class footpath DR 13 to the "Bay Krustyo" shalter snd the

., oy
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Prezovitsa forestyy gtation via the Dragaloveki Monastery. A tour
of the monastery should be made, From the "Bay Krustyo" shelter
the route follawe second clees footpeth DR 115 1o the Kikish site
and £rom there leads to the "Kamen Del" tourist hut vis third cless

footpath BN IIIg.

The return trip via Boyane follows pecond cluss footpath

BN II, and firpt class footpath BN Iy,
The trip 48 11.600 lkm long.

8, Starting from Simeonovo village. The route follovs
piret class footpath 8M Iy 4o the Gorna Plocha site. From there
1% follows the new circunference footpath which crosees the Kaleto
and Goxrako Gradishte site and leeds to the Dragaleveki Monesbvery.

Visite to the Alekovi Falls and +the monastery are included.

The return trip is vis first cless footpath DR I3 through

Dragalevisi village.
The trdp is 8.3 lm long.

9, Gterting from Bistritse viliege. The youte followse
rirst class footpath B3 15 through the reserve to the Karkuma
Porestyy polnt. A tour of the reserve should be made. From the
Karkuma Forestry point the route follows second class footpath

8M II, to the Brezovitae foreatry stetion.

The peturn trip is through Simeonovo village vie first class

footpath SM Ih‘

The trip is 16.140 km long.

T,

—
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] Trips

1. Bterting from Knyazhevo. The route follows first class
footpath KN I, to the "Malchika" (Kumata) tourist hut, where the
hikers spend the night. On the mecond dey, there is a climb to
Chorni Vrukh Peak along footpath KM I.

The retwn is vie footpath AL, to the "Aleko" tourist hut
and from there along first class footpath DR 13 to Dragalevtal
villege.

The trip is 25.940 ku long.

2, Starting from Boyana. The route follows first clugs
footpath BN I, to the "Tintyava" tourist hut and thon lends along
footpath T /illegible/ to the "Aleko" tourist hut, where the
hikers spend the night. On the second dey the trip includes a
climb to Cherni Vrukh Peak via footpath ALy.

The return trip 1s made vie Knyazhevo, following footpath

KM, and then first class footpath KN, .
The trip is 30.550 lm long.

3. Starting fram Simeonovo village. The route follows
first class footpath SM I) to the "Aleko" tourist hut, where the
hikers spend the night. On the second dey the hikers climb to
Cherni Vrukh Peak along footpeth AIQ.‘

The return trip is mede via Rayko Daskalovo village. Ths
route follows footpath KM; to the "Malchika" tourist hut, and then
leads along first class footpath RD 17 through the Zlatnite Mostove
site to the villege.
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The trip 18 25,160 ¥m long.

Note: The routes for the 2«day trips indicated above may be
reversed. Two-day trips not including Cherni yrukh Peak cen be

planned.

WINTER TRIPS

Considering the darficultion of movement on foot during this
part of the year, excurgion routes must be copsiderably shorter

than those plexmed for gunmer .

In planning winter hikes it must be remembered that the regu-
ijar clearing away of snow is done only elong the following footpaths:d
KW Il from Knyszhevo to the nplaninete” tourist hut, BN L, from
Boyans-to the rgredets” towrst hut, DR I from Dregalevtsi villege
to the Dragelevekl Monestery, end RD Iy from Rayko Daskalovo vile

lege to the Z1latnite Mostove asite.

The motor vehicle road frau Boyane to the Zletnite Mostove

{5 also cleared regularly to meke 1t pesseble for hikers.
THE VITOSHA MOUNTAINS TCMORROW

The Vitosha Mounteins are the largest natural forest park
serving Sofia. They have every necessary facility for hiking and
gkiing. They axe 4ncluded in the network of perks lying outside
Sofia proper and comstitute epproximately 1/3 of the totel erea of

that network.

Despite the constant increese in the number of hikers, the
mountaine still remsin lurgely unexplored by mogt of the thoussenda

of Sofisn's residents due to the lack of sdequate transportation
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of the entire mountaln yerrivory is never vieited

it can be pald to posses
niking . Becauea of the adequate

facllities? 1/2
s the necesBYy

at all, and only 1/3 of

vasic facilitiesn for skiing and

tyangportation facilities and their closeness 1o Sofis, the pites

petween the »pintyave” tourist hut snd the Zlatnite Mostove site

On Sundays they are overcrowded with

guch ae the Kikish end plotritsa pections

are the moat frequented..

pikers, Other vaglons,

of the vitoshe Mountains, inciuding the Rezuyovete, gkopernika, and

and the entire wvestern gector of
the lack of gleeping prenises.

Kupenite Peaks, the mountalns, see

pracucally no hikers, due mainly to

The importance of the Vitosha Mountains ae & central hiking

vage for BSofla neceseitated thelr development as & people's perke

A general plan for the paople's park vas firet arafted with
s view to the pest use of the park ared for the yarious forms of
cupations. The mountains are di-
£ these 18 adstinctive i

s by this plan} euch O
ag fOLlOWS. (1) The lov

pest, for niking sod cultural oc

vided into 3 zone

1ts ‘toposrephy, clinate, and other aspects,
o altitude and about 1 ,200 m alti~

tude at the Matnites River valley -- this zone offersa facilivies

mountain zone, vorder &t 1,100

for the construction of rest homes and sport= |
i

for long rest periods,

1ng grounds. {2) The central mountein gone, upper porder at an &p- ;

proxinate altitude of 1,800 m, suitable gor short rest periods (2-3 P
r this zone envisages

deya) or one~dsy group tripe == the plen fo

nute, hotels, mountain ghelters, ki

the construction of tourist
peges, etc, with @ view to these aspects. (3) High mountedn zones,
1ocated above the centrel zone == iU will be used for hiking and
skiing, end the plan for this zone envipgoges construction of tour=

4st huts, nigh mountain hotels, nmountain gheltere, etc.

um-
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The construction plan envisages the inetellation of §,000
beds in rest homes, the low mountain zone, to be used for long rest
periods; 1,300 beds in touriet huts and shelters in the centrel
mountain zone, to be used for short rest periods; and 1,500 beds
{n tourist huts, hotels, end shelters in the high mountain zone

40 be uped for short rest periods.

The mountain area will contaln b main tourist centers =~
Aleko, Muntyave, Zlatnite Mostove, and Matnitea, end secondery
hiking footpathe with individual i1solated tourlst huts at the

necessary intervels.

Mo insure sufe routes between the towrist centers and huts,
particularly in the more remote parts of the mountein, shelters be-
tween the centers and the tourlst huts will be bullt along the nore
importent paths. These shelters will serve as tourlst huts with e
amall capucity (wooden cots for from 10 to 20 people). The sites
were chosen aiter consultation with the rescue service of the BChK
(Bulgarski cherven krust, Bulgerien Red Cross) in the centrel and

high mountaln zones.

The Vitosha people's park will soon have a capacity of en
average of 90,000 visitors per day and a meximm capacity of 120,000

people, Of these 10,000 are expected to come from Dimitrovo.

Hikers will be trensported (by street car, railroad, and bus)
to the villages of the foothills of the Vitoshe Mounteins; they will
be divided (on the basis of the number of hikers and their interest
in each individual part of the mountains) into wain, second class,
and intermediary starting basiss Dragaleviel, Knyazhevo, Alekeandrov

Bridge, Bistritsa, Kladnitse, Rayko Daskalovo, Boyana, Simeonovo,
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Zneleznitsa, Yarema, Nozhichovitea, Rakitka, Murchasvo, Rudartsi,
Cherniys Kos, and Shumako.

The plan envisages the transportetion of hikers from Sofie
to the sub Vitosha villages along the already existing Sofia~
Knyaghevo street car line, which will be extended to the Aleksandrov
Bridges the Pavlovo-Boysna streel car line, which will be {uproved
and provided with double tracksj and the newly planned Sofiae
Dragalevisi-Blstritsa street cur live, which carry special elec=-

trically powered coaches.

The railroad lines will carry hikers from Sofia and Dinmitrovo
to the Cherniya Kop site, Rayko Daskalove villege, and Dregichevo
village. Fewer hikers will be cerried by these lines than by the

ptreet car lines.

The unplessant climb from Knyazhevo to the Belate Voda site
will be avoided by the comstruction of & cadvle car line from Knye-
ghevo to Rakovets; it will be capable of nandling much of the traf-

fic.

Autobus lines linking the esub Vitosha villages not linked by
street car or railroad lines are plammed. Such autobus lines will
be established between Yarema, Nozhichovitss, Zheleznitse, Rakitke,

Rudartsi, and Murchaevo villages.

Street car lines will be the principal means of mass trens-
portation to the sub Vitoshe viilages., They will have a capacliy
of 63,000 persens, or T0% of the hikers, dally. The railroads will
nandle 14,000 hikers or 164 of the total, and the bus lines will

nendle 13,000 people, or lih of the total.
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Hikers will arrive at the tourist huts in the nountains via
the high mountain roads and cable lines, with cars or individual

seats, leading to the Kopitoto site, the "Sredets" tourist hut,

the Kemen Del site, the "Aleko" tourist hut (Zeleniya Vrukh Peak),
and the Piperkata Peuk (from Bistritea village).

A Vitosha Mountains circumference roud 1s envisaged to serve
jce hikers and the future development of the gub Vitoshr villages
properly. Certein seguents of this road elready exist (for example
the Reyko Daskelovo~-Knyazheva-Boyana-Dragalevtsi segment and the
Bistritsa-Zheleznitoa-Yarems segment) while others will heve to be
tmproved or rebuilt (for example the Rayko Daskalovo-Rudartai-

Murchaevo-Bosnek~Chupetlovo segment through Kovachevtel to Yarema).

Five cable car lines are envisaged for the mountains: A
cable line with cers fram Rekovais to the Kopitoto site, with a
capacity of GOO passengers per hour will constitute one, This
1ine will serve hikers wanting to go from Knyazhevo to the Tintyave
and Zlatnite Mostove oites. A cable line, with peirs of individual
geats, to run from Boyana to Sredets will have a capacity of 300
pespengers per hour, and will serve the Tintyavae, Kikish, and
Boyana Leske aren. A cable line with cars will run from Dragalevisl
t0 Kamen Del and will have e capacity oi 300 people per hour. It
will run directly to a high mountain hotel at the Kemen Del slte
and will serve the entire high mountain zone. A cable line with
individusl sests will run from Dragalevtsi to Gold Vrukh site snd
will have & capacity of 300 people pexr hour. It will service the
Aleko region principally. This line is already under construction,
and a part of it, between Dragalevisi and the "Bay Krustyo" shelter,
ig already opereting. A cable line with individusl seats will run
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from Bistrites village to the Korkuma (Piperkata) site, and will
be directly linked with the hotel plonned for the same area. This
1line will also sarvice the gustern part of the .leko ares as well
a5 the wost remote hiking aites such as, for example, Golyam Kupen
Peak, the reserve, Skoparnike Peak, etc.

Apart from these instullations, there will almo be short ski
1lifto leading to the ski runs at the Balabena site, the Tintyava
site, etc, for exemple. They will be similer to the ski 1ift ele
reedy in operation in the Aleko aresa.

The main footpath network conforms to the dome-like struce
ture of the Vitosha Mounteins and consists of radial footpaths
which connect the hikers' starting points -- the subd Vitosha vile
lages «= Kladnitsa, Murcheevo, Rudertsi, Rayko Daskalovo, Knyazhevo,
Boyana, Dragalevtsi, Simeonovo, Bistritesa, Zheleznitsa, Bosnek and
Chupetlovo, with the main mountaein centers and with Cherni Vrukh

Peek, and concentric footpaths which service the 3 zones of the

mountain (low mountain zone, central mountailn zone, and high moun-

tain zone).

The Vitosha People's Perk will develop into a ski base not
only for Sofia but for all Bulgaria.

In this comnection the plen for the mounteins envisages the
construetion of 5 ski Jump areas of varying dimensions, 5 new skl
aress, 14 ski runs, sledding runs, skating bases, as well as beses

for water sports, sports grounds, and mountain climbing bases.

Of the mountains surrounding Sofie, Vitosha offers hikers
the best scenic views because of the great height of its peeks and
ridges and ite central geographicel location. The plen envisages
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the comstruction of over 15 vantoge peints for scenic views in the
park. They will be aquipped with orientaticn apperatus which will
indicate the 4 pointe of the compess und will explain the different

vievs.

The 2 peserves nlready exigting in the park -- the conifercus
reserve end the turf reserve -- will be preserved. It is propesed
that hikers and visitors be alloved into the coniferous reserve
under certein conditlons and with proper supervision. This will
necespltate the conetruciion of o few footpaths ap well es & sunell
guard house. Other installations in the reserve or very near it
will be prohibited. The plan reccumends an increage in the variety

of wild life in the park.
HIKERS' HANDBOOK., USBE OF THE PARK

Paxk Regulations

A speciel directive hag been issued to clarify the regula~

tions governing the Vitoshs People's Purk; which forbids

demaging vegetatiom, nature protection sites, and park in-

stallations}

conbaminating springs, water arees, meadovs, vicinities of

tourigh huts, founteins, etcy

vemoving soil, sand, gravel, stones, sod, humus, etc)

picking flowers, roots and seeds, medical and aromatilc

plents, and bushes}

placing notices, posters, appeals, etc, on hedges, trees,
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hunting birdsj fishing; the destruction of birds' nests, the
presence of dogs not on leash;

lighting fires except at indicated pleces, the ddscaxrding of
burning cigaretiss, and other actions which might start e fire.

Camping in the park, the organization of group hikee ) €Xe
peditions, entertainment, competitions, etc, on & local or regional
scale must be approved by the perk administration in advance.

For minor violetions a fine of up to 2 leve will be imposed
and a receipt will be given; more serious violations will result

in & court summons and the imposition of a fine of up to 400 leva.

Fire Provention in the Park

The danger of Pire, which is particulsrly great in summer,
requires hikers in the park to'be very careful and attentive in re~
gard to camp firves for a long comping or rest otay. The starting
of flres phould be avolded, and when it is neceasary, they must be
built only in the pluces designated for that purpose, Hikers must
comply faithfully end promptly with fire prevention measures and
must see to Lt that other visitors to the park also comply with
them,

If in spite of precautions a fire breaks out, the first
person t0 notlce it must {mmedietely undertake to extinguish 1t vy
covering 1t with eoil, pouring water on 1t, or beating it with
green branches tled together like a broom. At the same time the
nearest tourist hut or rest home must be notified end ssked for
help.
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If the fire has already become too big to be extinguished
with the available menpower, the adminietration of the park must
be nutified immedistely by phome., The numbers erss 6-10-34,
6=1T=91, BNG 6w1T~52 for the Park rdministration, and 6-25«22 end
0«6 for the Reglonel Fire Prevention Sexvice. Calls can be mede
from any telephone set in a tourist hut, rest or other gtation
indiceted in the guide.

In response to & genersl fire alami, ell tourlats, workers,
and employees in the park, including the people in the rest hones,
must immediately go o the site of the fire und place themselves
st the dlsposal of the perscn in charge of the fire fighting.

Visits to and Use of Tourist Huts

The tourist hute and shelters built in the park are very
important in fostering and popularizing trips in the park. Thanks
to these installations hikers meke trips to the mounteins at any
time of the year and count upon secure shelter and camforteble

sleeping accommodations.

The tourist huts and shelters must not refuse anyone shelter,
or give priority to one person rather than another. In accordance
with existing regulations, only drunks and persona failing to pro=

duce identification papers can be excluded from tham.

Bpace for the night or for a rest pericd is ellotted on the
basis of order of arrivel, priority being given to women and child«

ren. Men will spend the night in premises separste from thoue for

wamen. The veservation in advance of overnight accamodations, ex-
cept for organized expeditions, skl competitlons, and excursion
holidays organized by the DSPS, will not be allowed.
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Upon arrival at a tourdst hut visitore must place their
rucksacks and skis in the places decignoted for that purpose and
must obgerve the established regulations. If necessary they may
use tﬁe gtove and utensils avallable in the hikers' kitchen, but
they must returp them weehed and clean. After the meal, each
vigitor will cleen his own teble and will disposc of leavings and

containers properly.

Tt 1s prohibited to meke nolse, to eat, drlink elcoholic
beverages, to smoke or to play gemes of chance in the sleeping

quarters .,

Vigitors will pay the established fees for the use of the

premises apd the utensils of the towrlst huts.

Mountain Rescue Sexvice (PPS, Pleninska Spasitelna Sluzhba)

The task of the Mountain Rescue Service is to insure im-
nmediate end competent medical first ald to all aceldent victims
on the mountain, such as hikers, alpiniste, skiers, etc. For thias

1t has estublished a network of rescue stetions and steffs thew

every Saturdey, Sundey, end holiday, with voluntery rescue pergon-

nel and doctors,

The rescue service of the "Vitosha" People's Perk operates
the year round. The shifts are divided by time and place, as fol-

lowss

From 15 December to 15 April

"Chernl Vrukh" meteorologlcal observatory -- rescue team.
"Aleko" tourist but -- doctor and reacue team.
"Mntyava" tourist hut -- doctor and rescue teem.

al35 -
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"Roddna" tourist hut -- rescue team,

"Sredets" tourist hut «- rescue teeu.

"Momine Skale" tourlet hut -- rvescue team.

"Planinets" tourist hut ~- doctor and rescue team,
"Malchika" (Kumeta) tourist hut == doctor and rescue team,
"Blelvays" tourist hut -- rescue team.

"Oatritsa" tourist hut -- rescue team.

"D, Blagoev" tourist hut (Fonfon) - doctor and rescus tesm.
"Makicharnike" shelter -~ rescue teem.

Rescue base in Knyazhevo -~ rescus teuam.
From 16 April to 14 December

"Aleko" tourist hut ~- doctor and a rescue worker.
"Tintyave" tourist hut -~ doctor and rescue.

"D, Blagoev" (Fonfon) tourist hut -~ doctor smd xescue.

Notes The "Bor," "Kamen Del," "Septemvri," "Selimitsa,”
"Musicologists'," "Radlc Sofia," end "Artista'" tourist huts, the
rest homes of the air force (VVS), the Belite Brezi, end all the
rescue stotions indlceted above have first ald kite to provide
medicel first aid. They do not have aspirin, nixed powders, qui-
nine, sulfathiazole, etc., Hikers are urged to bring with them
personal first aid kits conteining those medlcines not obtainable
at the tourist huta.

To ald in rendering first aid and in evecuating the injured,
the service has equipped all rescue stations with special stretchers
and sleds, in addition Yo certein hasic meddcines.

Appendis to the Mountein Rescue Sexrvice, in case of mountain
accidents, cen be made by hikers going in thet direction, by shouting,
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vhistling, firing shots, etc., In case of night accidents signals
with 1ights, lanterns, electric torches, etc, can bo made.

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

Retes for the Use of the Premises and Equipment of Tourist Huts
I. Bleeping

School pupils, up to the eleventh grade, inclusive, and
bearers of the "People's Tourdst” pin
per bed 2.50 leva

per cob 1.50 leva

Sportemen belomging to orgenized groups payl
per bed 4,00 lewn

rer cot 2,00 leve

All other visitors pays
per bed 6.00 leva

per cob 3.00 leva

Note; The above fees include one blanket. The fee for a
second blenket is 0,50 leva. /n additionel fee for heating, which
varies betweea 0,50 and 1 leva, depending on whether it la a pri-
vate room or s dommitory, will be charged in winter,

If 2 people sleep in one bed, the fees will be reduced by
25%, for those meking sleeping srrengements outgide the sleeping

premises, there will be a reductlon of 505 on the fee for a cot.
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II, For Daytime Sojourns

All hikere resting in towrist huts end shelters will pey a
fee of 1 leva in winter and 0.50 leva in summer. No such fee will
be collocted from hikers who slept or who will eleep overnight at
the tourlet hut or shelter.

Telephone Numbers

Forestry Stations end Nursertes

Nursery =-- Knyazhevo SaT0=12
Nursery -- Freedom Park (the Hunting Park) 6e21-29
"Boeritea" forestry stetion S=T0=21
"Zlatnite Mostove" forestry stution 5<70-21

"Brezovitsa" forestry station 6~T0=22
Tourist Huts end Rest Homes

"Pleninets” 5«T0~21
"Septemvri" 5=T0-21
"Sredets” 56020
"Mntyuve" Gwb62#15
"Bor" Swb2als
"Rodine" 56926

Military Rest Home (VV8) 62501
"Aleko" 67022
Geomsgnetic station (Geologicel and 5«71=59
Mining Reseerch)

"Cherni Vmikh" Observatory 6=T0-22
Restaurant at the Dragalevski 6=T0=20
Monsstery
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People's Soviets

Knyaghevo 5wT2R26
Boyana 56907
Dragelevtaol 6«T0-10
Simeonovo 621l

Notes The people's soviets in Rayko Dagkalovo, Bistritse,
Zheleznitee, and Kladnitea villages can be reached by dlaling

operator No OL.

Sanitary Epidemiological Stations, Fire Departments, Bte,

Senitery Hpidemiological Station fourth 5u53=06
rayon

Senitary Epidemiological Station sixth T=39-20
reyon

Senitery Epidemjological Station, Sofia T~13<76

Fire Prevention Service fourth reyon Bu25=22

Fire Prevention Service fourth 5157
rayon 5oT0e28
Mountain Rescue Service (PSS) 5w=30«31
Peaks and Rivers in the Perk

e e

{a) Altitude of Peaks

Cherni Vyukh 2,285 m Gold Vruih 1,837 n

Golyam Rezen 2,278 m Ostrets 1,836 m

Skoparnik 2,228 m Konyarniies 1,794 m

Moluk Rezen 2,191 m Belchova Skala 1,83l m

Semara 2,108 m Vulchata Skals 1,670 m

Golysm Kupen 2,106 n Oatritse 1,695 n
“ 139 =
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Luvchoto 2,052 m Viadayski Cherni Vrukh 1,641 m
Selimiten 2,048 n lashove Moglla 1,603 n
Siva Gremedn 2,003 Kominite 1,600 m
Sredets 1,969 n Golinata 1,478 m
Bistrishki Kupen 1,930 m Kikish 1,430 m
Ushite 1,906 m Ragturenu Skele 1,364 m
Boychinov Rid LT m Kopitoto 1,300 m
Mechs Dupke 1,901 m Boyov Rd 1,223 n
Cherneta Skala 1,869 m Sud Vrukh 2,146 n
Kamen Del 1,862 n

Kotet The altitude of peaks hes been taken from the general-

staff map, scaletr 1125,000.
(b) Length of Rivers Within the Park Borders

Strume. 8.8 m Rakovets
Matnitee 3¢5 km Yunchevske
Klednitss 4.3 km Dragaleveke
Rudartsi k,1 kn Boyanske.
Murchaeveke 2.5 km Visdayake
Bistritea 5.1 kn

Distence Between Tourdst Hube in Ko

"Selimitge" - "Ostritsa” (Broks)
"Ogtritse” - "Dimituwr Blagoev" (Fonfon)
"Optyites” - "Edelveys"

"nendtur Blagoev" ~ "Eielvays"

"Dimitur Blagoev' - "Radio Sofia

"Dimitur Blagoev" - "Musicologists”
"Belvays" » "Malchiks" ('Kumeta") vie the

Konyarnike site
- 10 «
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"Edelvays" « "Xumata" (through the foreat) ' 2.150
"Malchika" « "Boeritsa” Forestry Station 0,920
"Melchika" - "Bor" (through Chernata Skala Peak) 2,550

“"Malchika" - "Bor" (via Bulsbena Ridge) 2.280
"Momine Skale" - "Bor" 1,100
"Momine Skala" - "Sredeto” 0,780
"Spedata" -~ "Tintyava" 0.580
"Kemen Del" - "Sredets" 0.730
“Kamen Del" - “Momine Skals 1.150
"Planinets" ~ "Momine Skala" 1.070
"Planinets" - "Belite Brezi" 1.200
"Septemvri" - "Boeritse"” Forestry Statlon 2,100
"Septemvri” - "Bor" 1.160
"Brezovitea" Forestry Station - "Aleko" 2.600
"Bregovitea” Forestry Station ~ "Udarnik" 1.800
"Udarnik" ~ "Aleko" 0.800

Notes on Certein Geographical and Other Nemes in the Text of the
Guide

Alekovi Falls -- along the Skakavebs River above Simeonovo
village} are nemed efter the great Bulgerien writer end hiker Aleko
Konstantinov, who visited them often.

Vatiya -- the fortress whose ruins cen still be distinguished
on the Momina Skals site south of Boyanaj Vetiys was the name of
the ruler of the fortreasa.

Begler =~ Begler or Beyler~Chiflik is the old neme of the
present sub Vitosha viliuge Simeonovo. It is presumed that this
was the faym of the Rumelien Begler Bey (high edministrative
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employee in the administrative hiererchy of the Ottoman Hupive),
Until 1775 the population of the village worked es ferm hands on
the fawm) after this they purchesed s part of the property but
continued to pay a percentage on their produce.

Bistrites Reserve == 15 o part of the park area in the weter
basin of the Bilstritsa River which is restricted in order to pre-
seyve Vitosha vegetation end further its study. Hiking £s allowed
only along Uhe footpaths.

Boanek == n swell sub Vitoshe village along the Strums River,

lmown since ancient times for its wealth in oriferous sandj iis

peme comes from that of on immigrent from Bosnis who settled here.
Here a stone altar slab bearing the figure of the soldier delty.
Mitra wes found in 1881.

Buda «- a clearly defined ridge between Bistritse and Simeonovo
villages. Its neme has no comnection with the Indlan reformer.
According to Pavel Deliradev the origin of the name must be sought
in comnection with the woman's firet neme Bude or Budinka, which
was once popular in Bistrites village.

Vitoshka Konferentsiyn =~ & site on the southern slopes of
Vledayski Cherni Vrukh Peak. Here, on 17 and 18 Msy 1924, the fivst
clandestine psrty conference of the BCP aiter the failure of the
September Robellion, was held. A ccmmemorative stone has been
placed at the site of the conference.

Gadzhovites «- a site above the Boyana Falls, Hsre thivd
clags footpeth BN III,o lendlng to the Kavanove Iiveda site brenches
off, Its pame provably stems from that of the former family of
sheep dealers -- Gadzhevi -- fram Panagyurisite city, which cwned
the meadows in the nelghborhood..
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Gredishteto -- is about 2 km northeast of Bosnek on the right
bank of the Strums River. All along the mouthern slope of this
formerly fortified helght the outlines of buildings and remnents
of brick, wide tile, and plecen of large sized earthenwers can be

seen.

Romonakd Grove -« 18 st the last turn on the Dregalevtei=-
"Remanaki" shelter highwey. Xn 1933 Pavel Romanski, e philology

student, perished in o snow gtorm where the monument now stands.

Burdarov's Grave == is at the Bell Breg site, sbove and on
4he left of the Mundrate oite by the "Septemvri" tourist ute
"Boaritsa" forestry station footpath. Hexe the hiker Dimitur
Burdarov, & student in clesalenl philology, perished en 21 Dee

cember 1929 in & etorxm.

Kotoe's Grave =- 18 to the left of the footpath leading from
the "Molchika" tourist hut to the "FEelveyn" tourlet hut, on the
edge of the plateau. Tt was placed thers by the camrades of Koste-
ain D, Stefanov from Knyazhevo who committed suicide in this vi-
cinity on 12 June 192k,

Ttkova Fountein -- stands t0 the northeast of the "Ostritea"
tourtst hut. It is nemed after the hiker and mounteineer Itko
Todorov from Sofis, who died an 11 February 1938. The fountain is
s momment to mounteineering camradeshlp and attachment ralsed by
his comrades.

Kapeklievets -- is & wide, beautiful pletesu northwest of
the Reznyovete Pesks, vhere the Dragaleveke River sterts. Here,

on 6 August 1905, the coxmerstone of the firet tourist hut in Bule-

garie was lald on the occasion of the tuenty-eighth snniversary of

- l“'3 -
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the Liveration of Bulgarie) end the f1fth soniverssry of the
Poundation of the "Aleko Konstantinov" Bulgarien Tourdaet Soclety,
Construction on this hut was luter ebandoned; in its stead between
1922 and 1924 the "Aleko" tourist hut was budlt.

Karenova Meadow -- 18 o importent intersection point for
the roeds and fcotpaths sterting ot Boyana. It beers the name of
‘the family Keranovi of Boyana, who long owned this site by inhexrd -

tance.

Kovlome -~ & site above the Ketunishte ridge in which the
sheep of the ncmed shepherds once were shorn., Todey a small
forestry point hes bheen placed at this site, pagt which several

footpaths lead.

Ketunishte -- & wide watershed ridge in the eastern part of
the mouptain. Once the huts or cemps of the shepherds who used the

neighboring high mountain pastures were loceted here.

Kikish == 1o @ site in the Dragelevisi villege aven., It
contedns remsins of a Thraclan Holy Ploce. The neme itself is not
of S1avic origin. Yeers ago & small shelter was bullt here., It

later burned.

Liline Meadow -- 16 the name o the meadow near the "Edelvays"

tourdst hut. It ves neomed in memory of the noted hiker and member

of the "Helvays" tourist scclety ILiliye Chernodrinska, who particl-
pated actively in the construction of the tourist hub.

Mekhancheto -- & smell meadow in the middie of ‘the Coniferous
Reserve, about 4.5 im above Bistritee village. It is belioved that

some revolutionaries hid here during the Turkish enslavement.

- llbll- -
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Ostritsa - is a beasutiful Vitosha pesk directly above the
"Ostritsa" ("Broks") tourist hut. From it a vide scenic view opens
out te the north, west, and south. The vhole luke at the 8tudene
Dam can be seen from here. The neme comes from the sharp, needlew
like fam of the peuk.

Pazarishteto «~ a site below the Zlatnite Mostove nite, on
the left bonk of the Vliadeyska River. It is connmected with the ore
production industry in the mountains, It hes been knowm since the
fifteenth century.

Petrov Grave -- located not far from the "Aleko" tourist hut
at the Sinite Skall site. XNere the hiker Petur Dimitrov dled in a
blizzard on 23 Uscember 1523, Hie body was recovered im May of the
following yeer.

Sergeevoto Vell ~- 15 below the Vulchate Skala Peak. It was
nomed after the young and energetic hiker Georgl Sergeev, who died
below the Boyana Falls on 29 July 1923. He was the secretary of
the Sofla branch of the Bulgarien Towrist Soctety.

Stepanitae -~ o olte on the left bank of the Fonfonske River,
near the place at the Pazerishteto site where the Kukuzeleks path
branches off, 0ld people say a serious fight between the Viadaya

and Obelets villages about forest ownership occurred here long ago.

Tavetne Meadow -~ ig east of the "Breszovitsa" forestry stow
tion, The 0ld name of the meadow was Shikova Voda., The Tsvetna
Meadow is the new name. It wes so named by hikers beceuse of its
great wealth of mountain flowers.
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Chernate Skels --:Lsmpaakint.havntcrnbnagroupofwkn
in the Vitoohs Mounteins. Tt i south of the "Bor" towrdet wt and
noth of the "Hoeritsa" forestry gtation. From the west it looks
1ike & dangerous and imposing peak. It was given its neme becauase
of the dsrk espect which 1t lends to the high mountedn view.

Yavorova Meadow == is above the "Dimitur Blagoev" tourist
hut. Xt is & well known hiking center. It was oo naued after the
bust of Yavorov wes placed on one of the neighboring crags. It has

no direct connection with the life and work of the poet Yavorov.
ALPHABETICAL INDEX TO THE MAP OF THE VIPOSHA PEOPLE'S PARK

Method of Using the Index

Bites should be sought in the square formed by the horizomtal

letbors and the perpendiculer (vertical) figures on the map given

after each reglon.

For exemple., Ve are interested in finding the Kiselishie
site. First we look for the name under the letter K on page 4l of
the gulde. After the voxd Kiselichte we see the signs L,5. This
means that the site we are locking for will be found in the square
of the msp where the vertlesal 1ine starting at figure 5 intersects

with the horizontel line starting at letter L.

ALl the reglons of interest to us are looked for the sane

A Actors, tourdst hut L,7
Aleko, touriat hut B
AL, footpath Buy Krustyo, shelter B,7

Aslanov hill Balubanovets, site M,5
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BAN, natural sclence
gtation

Belcheva Skala, posk

Boyona Loke

Boyana, villege

Boyana falls

Belite Brezdi (MKSB)
1sterstvo ne
alnoto stopane

stvo 1 vlagoustroye

stvoto, Ministry of
Communal Econamy and

Public Vorkg] tourist

hut

Byalata Voda, site
Bistreta Vode, river
Biotrites, village
Bistrishlka River
Bor, tourist hut
Boyov Rid, site

Boeritsa, forestry
station

Brezovitea, forestry
slation

pmmm, slte
Bukite, site

BS IIL;, footpath
BN IIX;5, footpath
BS IIj, footpoth
BN IXI3, footpath
BN II,, footpath
E¥ III,, footpath
BN III, ¢, footpath
BN IIL,g, footpath
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BN IXI;), footpath
BY IIIy5, footpath
BN IXX;, footpath
BN IIly, footpath
BN II,, footpath

BN I,, footpath

BN III,, footpath
BN II,, footpath

BN III;3, footpath
BN IIX;,, footpath

N IXXy;, footpath
BN 11‘3, footpath

BN I, footpath
BN IIZg, footpath
BS I, footpath
BS III,, footpath
Boyanske River

v

VS, Milltery Rest Home

Vledayeki Konyarnik,
site

Viadeyska River

Verile, rest home

Voychinov Rid, aite
G

Gladni Rid, site

Golyame Livads, site

Golyam Rezen, pesk

Golyena Garvandtoa,
slte
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Golyama Oyaneda, site z

Golyem Kupen, peak Zlatnite Mostove,
f forestry stetion
Goliye Vrukh Pesk
Zlatnite Mostove, site

X

Gredighte, site
D
Ttkova founte
Dimitur Blegoev
(Ponfon) tourist hut K
Dragelevisl, village Kamen Del, pesk
DR IIIl, footpath Kamennoto building
DR IL3, footpath Quarries of the SGNS
(Sofiyski Gradski
DR 13 ) footpath naroden suvet, Sofia
city people's soviet)
DR II;, footpath
Karkuma, forestry
DR IXIg, footpath point
DR IIL, footpath Kladnites, village
n 1115 , footpath ‘ KL Ig, footpath
DR IL,, footpath KM, footpath
DR IIIg, footpath Kemen Del, tourist hut
DR II), footpath Konyarnike, site
DR IIIg, Tootpath Kominlte, peak
DR 115 , footpath Xopitoto, pesk
DR IIL,,, footpath Kikieh, site
DR II,, footpath B,6 Knyazhevo
DR IIX,, footpath E,6 Kiselishte, site
B Krusta, peak
Edelvaya, tourist hut L,9 Kumete (Malchike),

tourist hut
ED),, footpath K,9

KN IIT,, footpath

Zh
KN III,, footpeth
Zheleznitse, village B,k
KN I;, footpath

KN 1I,, footpath

Zheleznlebka River v,k
Zhiveta Vode, spring M, 1k
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XN 1115, footpath
KN IIXg, footpath
KN I, footpath
KN I1II,, footpath
KN IIy, footpath
KN III;, footpath
Ky IIIr(, footpath
KN IIly, footpath
KN IL,, footpath
KN 11113, footpath
KN III 5, footpath
KN III,, footputh

L
Lyava River
Lyuti Dol, site

M
Malinarski Road
Malkoto Kopito, peek
Matnitse River
Malkiyat Rezen, peak
Mecha Polyana, site

Ministry of Consbruce
tion, rest home

Mining end Geologicol
Research, atation

Momine Skale, tourdet
hut

Mamine Skala, site

Musicologiste®, toure
ist hut

Murchaevo, village

N
Nakev Kamuk, site
Noevitsa, site

0
Ootrets, peak

Ostriten (Broks),
tourist hut

Orpeovite Cotteges
Ofeliite, site

P
Planinets, towrist hut
Planinitsa, river
Piperke, peak

R

Rayko Duskalovo
), village

Rakovets, forestry
atation

Radio Sofis, tourist
hut;

The Reserve
Romanski, site
Rotsov Kamuk, site
Rodina, tourist hut
Rudarske Hamlet
KD III;, footpath
RD II3, footpath
KD Iy, footpath
B IIL,, footpath
RD II,, footpath
RO III3, footpath
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RD II;, footpath L,8 Sredets, towist hut

R 11, footpeth L,8 Staxe Reka River

RD II,, footpeth M,k Sukhi Peak

R0 II5, footpath K,9 T

RD IXlg, footpath X,9 Tintyava, tourist hut

RD II;, footpath N,7 TN,, footpath

RD IIIr{, footpoth L,9 Trendafila, site

RD IIXy, footpath L,9 Trd Kledentsi, shelter
5 Tri Kledentsi, site

Samara, peek I, Turksiyst Put, KN III3

Semodiveke Polyans, D,9 4]

site Ushite, shelter

Sveti Nikola, ' 1,11 7

nmonestery

Selimitsa, tourist hut N,10 Teurni Vrukh Pesk

Selimivse, pesk K,10 Ch

Septemvri, tourist hut K,6 Chernata Skela, peak

Semovitee, site Z,4 Cherni Vrukh Peak

Siva Grameds, gite E,15 Chereshe, site

S4meonovo, villoge v,6 Charniya Hos, site

Simeonoveka, river D,7 Chupetlovo, village

Skakevitee, river D,7 8h

Skoparnik, peek E,12 Shevovitea, eite

Skekavets, site 1,5 Tu

EM L, footpath D,7 Yuruphki Most, site

8 II, footpath 2,9 Yo

&M Iy, footpath D,9 Yancheveke River

aM IIL;, footpath E,9 Yarems, site

Sredets, peak 4,9
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FIGURE CAPTIONS

[Front page of originel/ Map. Vitosha Mountains in the aystem
of paxke outslde Sofia.

[Pege 11 of originsl] “Zlatni Mostove" Stome River.

[Pege 14 of original/ The Stove River from Cherni Vrukh Pesk to

the Platoto.

[Between pages 16 and 17 of original] Top: Anemones of the
"isdayskite karieri" site. Bottomt: Iris of the "Kopitoto"

slte.
[pege 19 of originel]/ On the road toward "Aleko" tourist hut.
[pege 27 of originel/ View toward the Malkiys Rezen Peak.

[Fetween pages 28 and 29 of original]/ Map, legend: (1) Highways
(2) Footpathsy (3) Peakj (4) Fountedn; (5) Moralzs; (6) Springs
{7) Woter Reservoir Zone; (8) Boundary of the Parky (9) Bound=
ary of the Mountain Zone.

[Petveen pages 32 and 33 of original] Anemomes of the "Zlatnite

Mostove" site.

[betveen pages 38 and 39 of original) Map. Legend: (1) Highwsy)
(2) Footpathes (3) Pealy (4) Morainej, (3) Fountainy (6) Spring}
(7) Bowndexry of the Parks (6) Boundary of the Mountain Zome.

[page 47 of origine)/ Boyana Falls in winter,

[Between pages 48 and 49 of originel] Flower at the Boyans Falls.
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[Petween pages 50 and 31 of origine)] Mep. legendi (1) Highwayj

(2) Footpathay (3) Peaks (4) 14265 (5) Movedne; (6) Founteln)

(7) Springy (8) Weter Reservolr Zoney (9) Reserve; (10) Park

Boundaxys (11) Mountain Zone Boundary .

[pese 51 of ordginal] Along the Dragalevska Rivex Valley -~ Kominite

Pesk in the background.

[Pege 55 of origina}] The ski 1ift Dregalevisl Village~"Bay Krustyo

shelter.

[Detveen poges 60 ond 6L of origina)] Masp. legends (1) Bighvsy)

() Pootpathsy (3) Pesk} (%) 146y (5) Springs (6) Fountaln;

(7) Paxk Boundary} (8) Mountain Zone Boundary.

[Petveen poges G4 and 65 of origine)] Mep., legends (1) Highweyj
) Peaky (4) Lift) (5) veter Reserve Zonej

(8) Reserve; (9) Park Boundaries}

(2) Pootpaths} (3
(6) Springs (7) Fountain}
(10) Mountedn Zone Boundary.

[page 67 of originag] Stone rivers near ‘the "5lako" tourist hub.

(pege 69 of originel] Rock phencmencn at the Rezena Pesk.

[Fetveen poges 72 and T3 of origins)] Mep. Legend: (1) Footpaihsj

(3) Fountoins (4) Moraine; (5) Tt sites (6) Water
(8) Mountain Zone Boundary.

(2) Peak;
Reservolr Zoney (7) Park Boundery

[Fotween poges 77 and T8 of origine)] Mep. Legend: (1) Highwayj
(2) Pootpeths; (3) Pesk) (%) Moredne; (5) Fountainy (6) vater

Reservolr Zoney (7) Park Boundsry) (8) Mountain Boundery Zone.

n
[Fetveen pages 80 and Bl of origine)] Primiles at the "Tevetns

Polysna" site.
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i

i

[page 8Y of origina)/ The cbservatory oo Chernt Vrukh Peak.

ey

[pege 85 of ordgine)/ Slalam neor the "Aleko" tourist hut.
-]

L) W“!\"
@’ewm poges 96 end 97 of orisinu.}f Gentian at the "Remny
Peak.

3,) Highway}
Eatween pages 96 and 91 of orie;i'nag' Mop. legendt (1) o
(2) Footpaths) (3) Penk; (%) Moraines (5) Fountain} ( D!

(7) Veter Reservolr Zonej (8) Mountain Boundaxy Zene.
[pege 98 of originel] nSeptemvri" tourist hut.
[pege 104 of origina)] "Octritsa" tourlst Dut.
[poage 105 of origine)] "Blelvays" tourlst Tt .
[page 107 of original] "Fonfon" tourist bub.
[pege 122 of origina)] Shelter st the Kominite site.

Zone.

gt the "Alcke" center.

[pese 126 of origine)] Draft ldea for gexminol station of the
o :

lﬁsyamhevo»m:ttc‘bo cable car line.
Poalte
[pese 131 of origine)] View toward Kauen Del

Road
riginn) (photosvet)] Legends (1) Automobile Road)
[Tast page of orig " e
(2) Pirst Clase Footpath} (3) Second Class Footpe 3 Third
Cless Pootpathy (5) Perk Boundexy) (6) Mowntedn Zone} e
(7) Tourist 1Lt (8) Towrdst Hubj (9) Rest Home} (20) Towr

w153 -

e
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Shelter (11) Rest Pointj (12) Porestry Stationy (13) Monastery;
(14) Moraine; (15) Peak; (16) Vater Resexrvoir Zonej (1T) Springs
(18) Fountedn; (19) Ceniferous Reserve.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 - CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0



| 3 ' i
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0

PEB » wox. METOIM MATKOD
iPHT {HOMOR

HAPOIOEH NAPK
BUTOW A

A»TEIROIMTEX

miBun HIAZTCALTES 35 QEITYITYPEA
cnopiEe-TexuuteC¥a 2mTepaTYpa
COSRS ives

Dec\ss\ﬁed in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0 B



| N | H 3
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002 3
| . 5 N _ i
. 3 .
i i
s
i f
2 | *
i ;
R i V
LS
., .
< i z
Tt - - 3
. N |
- . 3 i
H Ay
) H 3| S
N S
‘ B 5" .
: -
i
i
b ")

| i - . i I ,
<t . ) B B IR Dcclassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0



P wmmany -
1 esom

wcedg a1mmiog of

000170M AWLRE O

A

9801201 3. W RUE ¥

o

.‘x.\“r& e LT 2 /ﬂ xnvéow

Declassified

wa,
rodiwsi)

0

01043R001200110002

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-



7

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 - CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0

ry




v

[ S—

N
o
'
' Moow [
— therasn i
A wwy

N4
DR/MATA CX,

S

. | i .;4 LT ey i K L i i
W s Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approvgd for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0




et i

'\35

S
Mnaara sona

No.one you
TARHOBAUA

32 wecee 3ter

Huno.

Uiy

Mopuae nox

& oun

Uempy ssmn

[T L Y PYNIN

c1PEU o e 8y

o ;' At - ) Beann sonu @
2N, € EQESBA ocThAWL i, & e T et
N 2 M/"— SN T e e e g
NN 7 N Hnnows |

(WERY

’ oy u s i e
33+ Manuuka (Kyware) *3a » Bnaross (Qowdon) Ju Pamno frackancsc (Bradas) 3a Codms

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0




" Lo /

= Mutenw 2

B
| * Mgy 4

—toun
Coon togn el T e e o
N (han_ e,

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0



&
T

¥
ewna

= Goce /.
‘= Mre=2
. Bowi 3
s wore
% 5, Boaows omr

1225 pan ~a 2

-
%@.

_\ -

e

oA
=32 Knnmeso

=<

3a ¥remeno




=
g
°
-
Y
(=]
P
~

. 3alpsra




roved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0 [usse s

g

. TYPUCTV
HA MBTHC  (a
HAF

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0



Declassifies

CXEMA
MPEMA




R R

A 6

Ao Sogropocn” wpu (WM~ Cates M1




¥
N A iy

H

A A

TiQ nmontues mufn A W Mopmun

| “
Tigenracm uwe /6 & By
ﬂ!bm o ’*»‘.'.':...;:':' Bopoxpaeitesa 3 .

PoTieom Cn /T ..  Hosop

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 - GIA-RDP81-01043R001200110002-0 IR



